
 
 

The Open Hand 
A POTPURRI OF PRACTICAL IDEAS 

To Help you Become a Better Steward 

DR. ELIEZER CASTAÑÓN 

EDMOND SDA CHURCH Ӏ STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES LEADER  

Purpose 
In This Issue: 

The Open Hand concept is all about receiving the bless-

ings of the owner and Creator of all things.  One of those 

blessings is TIME! 
 

Martin Luther said, “I have so much to do today 
that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” 
Martin Luther gave quality time to God and made it 
a priority. 

 
 
 

• Purpose of this 

Newsletter 

• Stewardship 

Gems 

• Blessings of 

Time 

• Personal Story 

Stewardship Gems 

The heavenly messengers are doing their work; but 
what are we doing? Brethren and sisters, God calls 
upon you to redeem the time. Draw nigh to God. Stir up 
the gift that is within you. Let those who have had the 
opportunity to become familiar with the reasons of our 
faith, now use this knowledge to some purpose. —
Historical Sketches, p. 288. 
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Opening our Hands & Grasping God’s 

Precious Gift of Time 
“Time is money.” What does this old adage mean? Does it mean that time is 

identical to money? The answer could be either “yes” or “no.” Time is as 

valuable as money, but there is a difference between the two: money can be 

saved; time can’t. If you don’t use it, you lose it forever.  
 

Inspirational Story 
By Brandon Tuzicka 

 

I had been a restaurant manager all my adult life. Nights, weekends, holidays, 

not to mentions birthdays.  I had been with Chuck E Cheese as a General 

Manager for almost a decade by the time the Holy Spirit lead me to the 

Adventist Church.  Saturdays was the busiest day of the week by far.  On 

some summer weekends I was able to work on Saturday afternoons and on 

one of these few weekends I started to attend the Edmond Seventh-day 

Adventist Church.   

 

I came to know what this church was about when I attended the 28 

Fundamental Beliefs class.  As I spent more and more time talking to and 

getting to know some of the people in both the church and Parkview Academy 

my knowledge grew and so did my desire to be a Sabbath keeper.  My dilemma 

was how to keep the Sabbath and my job, so I could provide for my family.  I 

was terrified.  I prayed. I kept going to church.  I scoured the job market, but 

nothing came up.   

 

When the opportunity came to open a new store, I took it. It was during this 

time that I decided it was now or never. I knew I had to make a move. I had to 

do something. At the risk of being cliché, I felt God telling me it was time. So, 

I sat my boss down and told him moving forward I had to be off on the Sabbath. 

He was confused, perturbed, frustrated and I felt his anger. Before saying no, 

he said we had to talk to Human Resources. They told me they would have an 

answer for me in a few days, but in less than an hour they called me saying 

they approved me being off on the Sabbaths. For 8 months I worked as late as 

I could on Fridays and coming in late on Saturdays.  

 

Shortly after that I was offered a job making the same money, working 9 to 5, 

holidays off by a fellow Adventist I had met on a Sabbath at church. It’s not 

about taking a stand and digging your heels in, it’s about praying and letting 

God do what God does. If you struggle with the Sabbath, just have faith. 

Continue to pray and sit back and watch this wonderful God of ours do his 

thing.  
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