
Christmas Eve Service 2020

Welcome

This year’s COVID restrictions has one thing that is truly a

blessing:  This year I can bring the Christmas Eve service

to you!  Usually have about 15 Faith people attend this

beautiful service and a few from the community.  Christmas Eve is the celebration of the most 

sacred and the most profound night of our Christian faith.  We celebrate the birth of the Christ 

Child – the night God came to earth to live with us.  Its remembrance is sadly not given the 

focus it needs.  May your hearts be touched and your lives renewed, as the Spirit of God 

moves in your hearts this evening. A beautiful picture of our sanctuary is included for your 

remembering.

https://youtu.be/TqfIjm0E1Fk  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Prayer

Send, O Bright Star of Bethlehem, your Light into the darkness of this troubled world.  Let the 

star of your hope touch the minds of all people with the bright beams of mercy and truth.  As 

your Light reaches our eyes, enable us to take in the love and peace it contains.  Then let the 

warm glow you have placed in our hearts shine forth so that others see the glory of your light 

and your love.  For your Light is always new, never ending, ever shining. Amen. 

Lighting of the Candles
L: We light the candle of hope to remind us of the promises made by all the prophets that God

would raise up a Savior for His people Israel and through Him bless all the nations.
P: He calls us to share this hope with others.
(Light candle of HOPE)

L: We light the candle of peace to remind us that the Prince of Peace comes to enlighten 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

P: He calls us to share this peace with others.
(Light candle of PEACE)

L: We light the candle of joy to remind us that the Lord has made known his salvation and that
grace is poured out upon us.

P: He calls us to share this joy with others.
(Light the candle of JOY)

L: We light the candle of love to remind us that God so loved the world that He sent his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him might have eternal life.

https://youtu.be/TqfIjm0E1Fk


P: He calls us to share this love with others.
(Light the candle of LOVE)

L: We light the Christ candle to celebrate and rejoice that the Light of the world is born this 
night.

(Light the Christ Candle)
L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  Those who dwelt in a land of 

deep darkness, on them a light has shined.  You, O Lord, have multiplied the nation.  You 
have increased its joy.  

P: For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.  And the government shall be 
upon his shoulder.  He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

ALL: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to all people of good will. 
Alleluia!

THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN WORD AND SONG

Scripture Luke 2:1-7

Reflection

Such poor beginnings – for this promised One.  A small town in a small land; born nowhere

important to no one important.  How often our God works this way – how often God comes

quietly – and works God’s miracles in the most ordinary of places – and in the most ordinary of

people.  Yet, He is the One to whom all people have ever prayed – the One who was at the

beginning and will be at the end.  He is the One who, by coming

down, lifts us up, the One who by entering into our bondage sets

us free. Behold, in the manger, God’s gift – Our Bright Star of

Bethlehem, the Christ!

https://youtu.be/SvC5kYqd5cI O Little Town of Bethlehem

Scripture Luke 2:8-14

Reflection

How joyfully, how merrily, Christmas comes.  For it was to shepherds that the angels first sang

the  song of  peace,  it  was  to  common people  that  the  heavenly  host  first  proclaimed the

messiah's birth.  How joyfully, how merrily Christmas comes, for we celebrate how through the

One in the manger, the Peace of God is granted to all, to the humble as well as to the mighty,

to the poor as well as to the rich. We do well to ask “What child is this?” – and we do well to

listen to the answer – the answer made by the angels concerning “peace on earth among

https://youtu.be/SvC5kYqd5cI


those whom God favors” - peace among those who truly understand this child as the gift of

heaven, our Emmanuel.  

https://youtu.be/kQWKjTvPgiM  What Child is This

Scripture Luke 2:15-20

Reflection

 What the shepherds and the wise men saw when they gazed upon this new life we'll never 

truly know.  They left no account of their own.  But it is clear that they saw enough, glimpsed 

enough, to know that they stood in the presence of God.  It was God's gift to them, this seeing 

– and ultimately it is God's gift to us.  God's gift - this God who comes to us in our time and our

space and takes our form - and yet continues to be more than all that the universe can 

encompass.

https://youtu.be/y6oKsxqmozc Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Reflection   

It was indeed a Holy Night, the night of our dear Savior's birth.  Time and space were altered 

by what happened that night - and nothing can be the same again.  The One born that night 

and thought to be the King of Jews, hallows that night - and this night, too. The One who was 

held in his mother's arm - would be raised up to hold in his tender grasp - all those who call 

upon his name. Blessed be our God and the light that shown at his birth.

https://youtu.be/iyjm6VpNaNA O Holy Night

Prayer of Dedication and Christmas Prayer
L: It was cold and Mary and Joseph were fearful. 
P: But that did not stop the birth.
L: They were poor and had no place fitting for their child.
P: But that did not stop the birth.
L: They were uncertain about what God wanted from them.
P: But that did not stop the birth.
L : Tonight we are still sometimes cold and fearful, certainly

poor in many ways.
P: We often feel we have no place and are unclear about what God wants of us.
L: But these things did not stop the birth of Jesus then, nor will they now. 
P: Lord Jesus be born in us today. 
L: Loving God, like Mary and Joseph, who trusted in your grace, we offer ourselves and our 

gifts to you.  Bless our offering and hallow our every thought and our every action, that 
Christ may be revealed through them to the world that is yet in darkness.  Amen.

https://youtu.be/iyjm6VpNaNA
https://youtu.be/y6oKsxqmozc
https://youtu.be/kQWKjTvPgiM


https://youtu.be/1tM5pwvUGMI O Come, All Ye Faithful

CHRISTMAS COMMUNION

Communion Litany
L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift your hearts up to the Lord.
P: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
L: Let us proclaim our faith in God and in his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Brother, and our

Savior.
P: We come before him, thankful for all his love and mercy.

A Christmas Confession
L: I believe in Jesus Christ and the beauty of the gospel began in Bethlehem.
P: I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town; and whose Spirit still brings 

music to persons all over the world, in towns both large and small.
L: I believe in the One for whom the crowded inn could find no room, and I confess that my 

heart still sometimes wants to exclude Christ from my life today.
P: I believe in the One who the rulers of the earth ignored and the proud could never 

understand; whose life was among common people, whose welcome came from 
persons of hungry hearts.

L: I believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible:
P: I believe in the One whose cradle was a mother’s arms, whose modest home in 

Nazareth had love for its only wealth, who looked at persons and made them see 
what God’s love saw in them, who by love brought sinners back to purity, and lifted 
human weakness up to meet the strength of God.

L: I confess our ever-lasting need of God:
P: the need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of

New life for empty souls, the need of love for hearts grown cold.
L: I believe in God who gives us the best of himself.
P: I believe in Jesus, the Son of the living God, born in Bethlehem

this night, for me and for the world.
                   
Receiving Communion and Lighting of the Candles

https://youtu.be/UNpiQwgStNA Silent Night

These are the words we usually sing:  
Silent night!  Holy Night!  All is calm, all is bright

     round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild,
     sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace!

German
Stille Nacht, heiliger Nacht!  Alles schlӓft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute hock heiliger Paar, Holder Knabe mit lockigem Haar,
Schlaf im himmlischer Ruh, schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

Fijian

https://youtu.be/UNpiQwgStNA
https://youtu.be/1tM5pwvUGMI


Bogi, buto mai veico
Sipi era moce no
Agilosi sa rairai
Vakatawa yadra mai
Ia ga ki no koro
Cuva ga vei Jisu.

     Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight;
     glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
     Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

     Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light
     radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
     Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!

BENEDICTION 

We pray God’s blessings on your Christmas and New Year!  
May you experience the love of God this Christmas and always!


