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Welcome
Even though we continue to be separated, I welcome

all who are reading this to this time of worshiping

God, for God fills our lives with love, mercy and

forgiveness, and the blessings that only He can give.  May you continue to seek His 

loving presence today and always.

https://youtu.be/9yC1RfD08Fs Joyful, Joyful

Opening Prayer
Stand by us, gracious God, fortifying us with your strength to hear and proclaim 

the message you set before us.  Grant us the humility to see ourselves in a 

perspective larger than our self-concerns.  Remold us according to your 

purposes, and sustain us in the face of trial and temptation, that others may be 

blessed through us.  Amen.

Scripture Passages
Gospel Lesson Luke 18:9-14
Epistle Lesson 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

https://youtu.be/slvgJsCbR3w  I Need Thee Every Hour

Sermon Title “Keep the Faith – Never Give Up”

There is a story that’s been making the rounds in recent years about a woman named 

Denise who routinely went to the grocery store and one afternoon had an experience 

that was anything but routine.  As Denise got out of her car in the supermarket parking 

lot, she noticed something unusual!  In the car parked next to her, a woman was seated 

in the driver’s seat, her arms were draped over the steering wheel, her head was resting

on her arms, her eyes were closed tightly.  She was not moving a muscle.  She was 

perfectly still.

https://youtu.be/9yC1RfD08Fs
https://youtu.be/slvgJsCbR3w


Denise thought to herself, “That’s odd.  Is the woman OK?  Is she in trouble?  Is she 

sick?  Has she had a heart attack? A stroke? Or maybe she’s just resting or sleeping or 

praying?”  Denise wondered if she should say anything but finally decided to go on into 

the grocery store and do her shopping, then check back later to see if the situation had 

changed.  Forty-five minutes later Denise had finished her shopping and came back to 

her car.  Immediately, she noticed that the woman in the next car was in exactly the 

same position as she’d been in earlier and was still absolutely motionless – arms 

draped over the steering wheel, her head resting on her arms, her eyes closed, not 

moving at all.

Denise then became really concerned.  She went around and knocked on the 

window.  No response.  Now, at this point, Denise probably should have gone to find a 

security officer, but wanting so much to help and feeling guilty that she hadn’t helped 

earlier, she opened the door and said to the woman, “Are you all right?”  The woman 

replied weakly, “I’ve been shot!”  I been shot in the neck,” the woman said.

Now, let me quickly tell you that this is going to turn out all right, but at that moment 

Denise could not figure it out because there were no signs of foul play, no blood 

anywhere, no bullet holes in the car windows.  Denise then examined the left side of the

woman’s neck ---nothing.  Denise then went around to the passenger’s side, got in the 

car, looked at the right side of the woman’s neck – nothing there either.  Then Denise 

got on her knees on the passenger seat, leaned back over the seat and examined the 

back of the woman’s neck, and there she found not a bullet or gunshot wound, but 

rather she discovered –are you ready for this?  An uncooked Pillsbury biscuit stuck to 

the back of the woman’s neck.  Denise looked at the back seat and saw a sack of 

groceries.  At the top of the sack was a can of Pillsbury biscuits that had exploded and 

obviously had propelled the uncooked biscuit forward, hitting the back of the woman’s 

neck.

When Denise told the woman that she had not been shot at all but rather had been 

hit by a flying biscuit, the woman didn’t believe her at first.  So, Denise peeled the 



biscuit off the back of the woman’s neck, showed it to her, whereupon the woman 

straightened up, smiled weakly, and said, “Thank you” and drove off.

Now that story is intriguing for a couple of reasons.  First of all, think of what it says 

about the violent society in which we live.  A world so volatile that when a woman hears 

a loud pop behind her and then feels the thud on the back of her neck, her first thought 

is, “I’ve been shot!”  But also the story reminds us of the sad fact that there are so many

people in our world today who have given up and quit on life, who are emotionally and 

spiritually like that woman – emotionally and spiritually paralyzed.  They feel crippled 

and incapacitated; they feel powerless and immobile.  They feel helpless and hopeless. 

They’ve been so hurt by life that they’re afraid to move, afraid to act, afraid to live, 

because they believe they’ve been mortally wounded, so they give up and give in.  They

throw in the towel and quit on life.  They go through the motions – get up, they go to 

work, they watch TV, but they have no energy, no strength, no fire, no passion because 

they’re spiritually and emotionally paralyzed.  They’ve given up and called it quits!

They need someone to come and save them.  They need someone to come along 

and peel the biscuit off the back of their neck and say to them, “Hey!  Look!  It’s not as 

bad as you think!  You’re not mortally wounded.  You can have a new chance, a new 

start, a new birth, a new life.  There is one who can save you, one who can turn it 

around for you, one who can heal you.  So, never give up.  Don’t give up and don’t give 

in!”

Against this backdrop it becomes even more meaningful to hear the apostle Paul 

say, “I have fought the good fight.  I have kept the faith.  I have finished the race.”  

Against this are the words of Jesus ringing out more powerfully as we see him hanging 

on the cross and saying with his last breath, “I’ve done it.  I have seen it through.  It is 

finished.”



All through life and in every field and especially in 

faith, we see the importance of this kind of determination and

perseverance and trust in God.  Some of you may know the 

story of Jimmy Valvano, also known as Jimmy V.  Jim 

Valvano tragically died in 1993, after a year-long battle with 

cancer.  He was just 47 years old.  While there was some controversy surrounding his 

career as coach, he is remembered as a great basketball coach.  His North Carolina 

State team won the national championship in 1983, upsetting the great Houston Cougar

team.  He will also be remembered as an outstanding TV analyst, an eloquent 

inspirational speaker, and as a lovable, wisecracking humorist.  But, most of all, he’ll be 

remembered for his courage, for the courageous way he faced a debilitating illness.

A few weeks before he died, he was honored on national television and to that vast 

viewing audience, he said this:  “Today, I fight a different battle.  You see, I have trouble

walking and I have trouble standing for a long period of time.  Cancer has taken away a 

lot of my physical abilities.  Cancer is attacking and destroying my body, but what 

cancer cannot touch is my mind, my heart, and my soul.  I have faith in God and hope 

that things might get better for me.  But even if they don’t, I promise you this:  “I will 

never, ever give up.  I will never, ever quit.  And if cancer gets me, then I’ll just try my 

best to go to heaven and I’ll try my best to be the best coach they’ve ever seen up 

there.”  Then, pointing to his 1983 championship team, he said, “I learned a great 

lesson from these guys.  They amazed me.  They did things I was not sure they could 

do because they absolutely refused to give up.  That was the theme of our 

championship season:  “Never, ever give up!  That’s the lesson I learned from them, 

and that’s the message I leave with you.  Never give up.  Never, ever give up!

That’s precisely what Paul is saying in our text for today.  Never give up.  See it 

through.  Finish the race.  Never give up on your commitment to Christ.  There was a 

published list of great people in history who made it to greatness because they 

absolutely refused to give up on their dream.  Totally committed, even though they 

faced major discouragements early on, they would not quit.  They persevered because 



they were committed.  For instance, did you know that after Fred Astaire’s first screen 

test, the MGM testing director wrote this memo about him: “Can’t act, slightly bald.  Can 

dance a little.”  Did you that Beethoven’s teacher said that he was hopeless as a 

composer and Caruso’s teacher said he really didn’t have a voice at all, and Thomas 

Edison’s teacher said he was too stupid to learn anything?  Did you know that the editor

of the Kansas City Star fired a young cartoonist named Walt Disney because he said 

Walt couldn’t draw and wasn’t creative?  Did you know that Albert Einstein couldn’t 

speak until he was four years old, couldn’t read until he was seven, and that his teacher 

described him as “mentally slow, unsociable, and adrift forever in his foolish dreams?  

And then there was Sir Winston Churchill - not only did he fail sixth grade but also went 

through a lifetime of defeats and setbacks and failures before he finally became the 

prime minister of England at the age of 62.

That kind of unwavering commitment is essential in the Christian faith.  We can’t do 

it halfway.  We can’t be wishy-washy about it.  We can’t be lukewarm.  Total, complete, 

passionate, unshakable commitment is required!  There will always be someone around

trying to discourage you, trying to pull you down, and draw you away from your faith 

commitment.  “You can’t do it,” they will say.  “It doesn’t work that way,” they will say.  

“Try this instead,” they will say.

Don’t listen to those people!  With the power of the Holy Spirit, you can do anything, 

as long as it is God’s will!  Don’t waiver in your commitment to God.  The only way we 

can fight the good fight and keep the faith and finish the race is through our unflinching 

commitment and trust in God.

Now let’s think more deeply about commitment.  One wonders what would have 

happened without the commitment of those early followers of Jesus.  They believed so 

strongly, and the passion of the Holy Spirit burned in their hearts that they refused to 

give up.  They willingly suffered and some even died, because they never gave up 

trusting in God and were unwavering in their commitment to Jesus.



So, you know I always have to ask: “how committed 

are you to Jesus?  I think if I asked, “do you trust in God?” 

I’d probably get more affirmative answers.  But to ask “how

committed are you to Jesus”, is to ask another question: 

“what are you willing to do for Jesus?”  The Christian faith is an active faith, it involves 

doing something for Christ.  A life of a Christian does not involve just personal piety - it 

involves “walking the talk”!  It involves putting the love of God into action – helping the 

poor, reaching out to those in need, doing what you can to spread God’s love and 

compassion to others in the world.  It means keeping the faith you have in God; and 

never giving up in what you can do for God.  It involves being the giver of hope, mercy, 

forgiveness, and love in Jesus’ holy name.  It is spreading the Good News of Jesus to 

everyone you see.  If you fail to do these things, the Christian witness in our community 

will end.  So, how committed are you to Jesus?  And what will you do for him?

https://youtu.be/OpC78nfVdfY  He Leadeth Me

https://youtu.be/OpC78nfVdfY

