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In looking through my Lenten resources, I came across a devotion written in 2008 by

Robert C. Hereth (a retired pastor): “Three apprentice devils were submitting their plans 

to Satan to wreck the human race.  ‘I’ll say there is no God,’ said one.  ‘We already 

have those fools,’ Satan replied. ‘I’ll tell them there is no hell,’ said number two. ‘We’ve 

got the morally blind too,’ Satan said.  ‘I’ll say there is no hurry,’ said the third.  ‘Aha! 

You’ll ruin millions.’”  

It is written in a joke-format, but the punchline is very serious: “I’ll say there is no 

hurry!”  Then Satan says, “Aha! You’ll ruin millions.”  Do you think Satan (the real Satan,

the Devil) is using this plan now?  The more I read the dialog, the more I got to thinking 

that there are those who say there is no God.  In fact, the more I read this statement 

(that there is no hurry I sensed a dread for those who are not ready to meet their maker.

I also was concerned about the number of atheists groups in the Sacramento area: 

Sacramento Area Coalition of Reason, Agnostic and Atheist Student Association (at UC

Davis), Atheists and Other Freethinkers, Black Humanists and Non-Believers of 

Sacramento, to name a few and groups at local colleges and universities. 

By the way, I Googled the information and it is amazing what is there!  There is a 

move to “persecute” people of faith (all faiths) by not allowing them to meet and worship

as they choose.  Granted a lot of it has to do with the COVID virus (and we do not want 

to have a super spreader), still I feel we are being discriminated.  You can go gambling 

at the Casinos because they are on tribal lands and are exempt from following those 

restrictions.  Still, what about those of us who want to meet and worship God?  I know 

there are some churches who are going against the Governor’s restrictions, saying it is 

their right to worship.  However, I don’t know if that is the answer either.  We can stand 

on our principles, but I feel when we are dealing with people’s health it is better to err on

the side of caution.  What do you think?

Besides, we have our Annual Conference’s stance, which follows the Governor’s 

restrictions.  It is unfortunate we do not have a large area around the church to have 



outdoor worship.  If we use the parking lot then the people have to park on the street.  

However, with the weather the way it has been, now is not the time to do so. We’d need

a canopy to brace against the weather and there would be a lot of setting up to do.  

Still, it saddens me that we are almost into a year of these COVID restrictions.  Until 

we’re able to meet again, stay safe.  How many of you have gotten your vaccine yet?  

We’re still waiting on Kaiser which has been really slow.  They’re still only doing those 

who are 75 and older…..

So the question that came to mind: just as there is no hurry to repent and turn to 

God, why is there no hurry to return to church and worship God?  Will we forget about 

worshiping God?  Will our faith wane if we are not continuing to grow in faith and draw 

closer to God while we are at home?  I sense there will be a decline in faith, and interest

in worshiping and serving God, while the church is closed?  All of this reminds me of 2 

Chronicles 7:14 – “if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land.”  This needs to happen in America!

https://youtu.be/AeeGJiHeibU  Revive Us Again

https://youtu.be/AeeGJiHeibU

