
2-21-2020 First Sunday in Lent

Welcome
On this first Sunday in Lent I welcome you to the remembrance of

God’s salvation history as recorded in the Bible.  In the Scriptures

the number 40 relates to the period spent in the Ark by Noah, the

period spent by Israel seeking the Promised Land after the Exodus

from Egypt, and the amount of time Jesus was in the Wilderness

after his baptism and prior to beginning his ministry.  For us, the

Season in Lent is an invitation to 40 days of renewal (“Lent” means “spring”), 40 days to

prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of Easter through deeper disciplines of 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  

https://youtu.be/UqU_32v0R_I Holy Spirit Come and Fill This Place

Opening Prayer
We come before you, O God, in the shadow of the cross, grateful for your great love for 

us.  As you came to us in Jesus to win our love and obedience, reveal yourself among 

us still.  Give us courage to follow Jesus over rocky hills where we carry our crosses, 

and to green valleys where you restore our souls.  For we pray in the name of the 

Shepherd whose life was laid down for the sheep.  Amen.

Scriptures
Hebrew Scriptures: 2 Chronicles 7:14, Joel 2:12-13
Gospel Lessons: Matthew 3:1-3, 4:17
Acts of the Apostles: Acts 3:19-20

https://youtu.be/2QGNUDsQ6fI  Lamb of God

Sermon Title “Repent for the Kingdom Has Come Near”

From the very beginning of the Bible to the end, we see 

God’s salvation history – God’s love affair with the humans He 

created.  We see people called to repent by prophets like Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Joel, John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, to name a few - all were involved in clearly 

https://youtu.be/UqU_32v0R_I
https://youtu.be/2QGNUDsQ6fI


communicating to others to REPENT.  Repentance is not just believing in God, for even 

the demons believed, but rather as we believe and make a decision to trust and follow 

Christ, we will repent (turn from our old ways) and turn to God.  We begin to live as a 

new creation because our whole being turns from our old self by focusing on Christ.  If 

repentance is not involved in the life of the believer, then that person is NOT a believer. 

It’s impossible to decide to follow Christ and NOT just turn from our old sinful ways.

The demand to repent is basic to Jesus’ message and John the Baptist’s message: 

“Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This repentance is the INNER 

change that gives rise to a new God-centered, Christ-exalting behavior.  He said in Luke

5: “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”  The first demand of

Jesus’ public ministry was, “Repent.”  He spoke this command indiscriminately to ALL 

who would listen.  He made this clear when a group of people came to him with news of

two calamities.  Innocent people were killed by Pilate’s massacre and by the fall of the 

tower of Siloam, Jesus took the occasion to warn even the bearers of the news: “Unless

you repent, you will all likewise perish.”  In other words, don’t think calamities mean that 

some people are sinners in need of repentance, and others aren’t.  ALL need 

repentance!   Just as all need to be born anew because “that which is born of the flesh 

is merely flesh, so all must repent because all are sinners.”  He also meant that some 

think they have repented, but have not; and others have already repented and have 

been set right with God.  For example, the rich young ruler desired “to justify himself” 

while “the tax collector beat his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” – and 

went down to his house justified by God.” 

ALL NEED REPENTANCE!  And the need is urgent!  Jesus said that the final 

judgment of God would fall on those who didn’t repent: “The people of Ninevah will rise 

up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 

proclamation of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”  Jesus, the 

Son of God is warning people of the judgment to come, and offering “escapes” if they 

will repent.  If we will NOT repent, Jesus has one word for us, “Woe to you!”



This is why his demand for repentance is part of his central message that the 

kingdom of God is at hand.  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.  The gospel – the good news – is that the rule of God has 

arrived in Jesus to save sinners at his second coming in Judgment.  So the demand to 

repent is based on the gracious offer by God, giving us a way to receive the forgiveness

of God, so we would be made right with God.  However, those who refuse that gracious 

offer, will perish in God’s judgment.

God commands repentance; yet repentance is also a gift of God.  If a “gift” is forced 

on someone, it is not a gift at all.  The same is true of the gift of repentance.  God 

doesn’t force anyone to repent.  He simply makes the opportunity to repent available.  

This is the sense in which repentance as a gift

should be understood.

I’m sure you have heard of the Protestant

Reformation and Martin Luther’s 95 Theses

that was nailed to the Wittenberg door.  (I

nailed them to the Ione Community UMC door back in my first appointmen for people to

readt.)  At the very top of the list is the statement: “All of a Christian’s life is one of 

repentance.”  That statement was not only the heart cry of the Protestant Reformation; 

but was also the herald of every prophet God has ever sent.  The essence of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ is repentance, and any theology that does not call people to 

repent is heresy.  If we truly believe what Christ did was enough, how could we not 

repent from our sins?

When we don’t repent, it offends God, since sin offends God.  Repentance is a 

command, and it’s for everyone.  It’s a deception to think of sin being okay whether it’s a

little bit here or there.  It’s a deception to think we can just go on sinning because Jesus 

paid it all and we’re covered by grace.



In my research, I read “When we don’t repent, we worship ourselves!”  I had to 

think about that for a moment. If we don’t repent, we are saying “we don’t need God.”   

When we live in such a way that we desire continuing to sin, not only are we lying to 

others about what the Bible says, but we are lying to ourselves; because God knows us 

better.  We are leading people down a dangerous path and continuing to be a stumbling

block.  We are in essence slapping God in the face!

Repentance means to surrender one’s life – one’s whole being, both mind and body 

to God’s will as expressed in His revealed Word.  Genuine repentance is both a change 

of mind and a change of behavior.  It involves recognizing that the recipients of mercy 

are doubly responsible for being merciful.  When a person truly repents of his past 

offenses against God, and casts himself on God’s mercy, relying wholly on his 

compassion and accepting his provisions for salvation, then that person can know in his

heart that his sins have been forgiven.  If his repentance is real – from the same mercy 

he has received, that person is commanded to extend that mercy to others.  

A major key to true repentance is confession.  Unfortunately, our confession is often 

limited by what we are willing to admit.  We humans have the uncanny ability of 

mentally revising past events, deceiving ourselves into believing that past sins were 

somehow less than sinful.  We only dupe ourselves into thinking that deadly sins are 

mere “weaknesses.”  We hide our motives, not only from others, but also from 

ourselves.  Somehow, we are able to shove our true motives into the darkened 

recesses of our minds, and pretend that certain of our past sinful actions were prompted

by good intentions.  Confession means being completely honest with oneself – and with 

God.  It means admitting – privately, prayerfully – one’s true motives, and resolving to 

never again pretend that those motives are other than what they are.

Repentance is a change of the heart; for we are in a covenant relationship with God.

When we sin, God is displeased with our sin.  Therefore, it requires us to repent and 

seek forgiveness for ourselves. It requires us to turn 180º toward God, from our sin.  But

there is a tension within us (that we may not be aware of) that causes us to cling to our 



sins – almost like a magnet which has a strong pull that continues to bring us back to 

those moments of sin in our past, preventing us from letting God help us to rid ourselves

of it.  Do you have such a sin or behavior, which keeps drawing you to it?  The harder 

you resist, the stronger the pull towards it becomes.

God just wants us to become the person He created us to be.  He just wants the 

best for us and works behind the scene to make it happen.  However, we seem to be a 

stumbling block – our worse enemy.  Still, God keeps beckoning us toward Him and the 

grace that He has for us.  That is our hope for this Lenten season – God’s divine grace 

for each of us so we can become the persons God created us to be.

https://youtu.be/b6lhilgWXIE  Grace Alone

https://youtu.be/b6lhilgWXIE

