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Welcome
On this Valentine’s Day, we remember the God of love whose love is the foundation of 

all love that exists on this earth.  We love because God first loved us. May you 

experience God’s love this day and always.   Let us worship the God who transforms 

our lives with LOVE.

https://youtu.be/CDyx2kayhGQ    I know That My Savior Loves Me

Opening Prayer
Loving God, if we do not love each other, then what will the world think of you? If we 

who claim to witness in your name succumb to contentions, stupid

controversies, bickering, prejudice, racism, exclusion, nastiness, name

calling, backstabbing; if we who claim Jesus as our Lord denigrate

other believers and pull down our pastors, work against our leaders

and chase away our newcomers, discourage our children, ignore the

seniors, if we who claim the title of Christian do these things and

worse, then can we blame the world for rejecting Christ - or Christ for rejecting us? Let 

us live by the law of love. Let us live in love. Let us err on the side of love. There is no 

fear in love. We must not fear, but love. Amen.

Scripture Lesson 1 John 4:7-21

https://youtu.be/H9_0jiO5ZRM   The Power of Your Love

Sermon Title “God IS Love”

Next Sunday is the first Sunday in Lent.  So today, I will talk about the bold 

statement we read in our scripture for today: “God is Love!”  This message is in two 

parts: first, God is Love and God’s love for us (after all he first loved us).  Then the 

second part is our response to God’s love.

https://youtu.be/CDyx2kayhGQ
https://youtu.be/H9_0jiO5ZRM


When someone says, “I love you,” the natural reply is, “I love you, too.” If you’re in a 

loving relationship with someone, you expect to hear those words in response. Although

I do admit that some people have difficulty saying those words.  Our passage from 1 

John today tells us that this is the kind of relationship God has with us.  But, it’s not just 

about saying the words, though.  

God became a human being and lived as one of us, in the person of Jesus.  He 

embodied compassion by his actions and his teachings.  He healed the sick and 

touched the untouchables.  He embraced those who others turned away from.  He 

spoke on behalf of those who had no voice.  He taught us to serve one another in 

humility and even love our enemies.  He stood up to those who put following the rules 

above mercy and compassion.  His entire life was given in love; but, it didn’t end there.  

In death he gave himself in love, as well.  He went to the cross because he could only 

be who he was.  He stretched out his arms in love for the world, and they nailed his 

hands to a wooden cross.  Let there be no doubt - God is LOVE!  Look at Jesus and 

you know GOD IS LOVE!  He died for us so we can have eternal life with HIM.  He rose 

from the dead to ensure that we will also be risen and live with Him forever and ever.

A lot of times we miss this.  We may live in the way we think God wants us to live, 

out of fear; that’s living by the law.  We may live in the way we think God wants us to 

live, out of love; that’s living by grace.

GOD IS LOVE – That is probably the greatest single statement about God in the 

whole Bible!  It does not say God is grace nor God is mercy, although we know God is 

all-gracious and all-merciful but it says GOD IS LOVE. God did not create an emotional 

feeling or expression at the time when He created man in His own image. He Himself is 

the personification of love. Within the Godhead there is love. Love finds its origin in 

God. He gives out love. When He demonstrated righteous indignation in His humanity, it

was because of His love for man who is sinful in thoughts, words and deeds. There was

not a time that God started loving and would stop loving.  Love didn’t begin when God 

created the universe. Love was already there! There is love within the triune God. 



Where God was, there was love. Where God is, there is love. Where God will be, there 

will be full of love. So when we join Him in His eternal glory, the heartbeat of our eternal 

home, which is heaven, there will be love.

The word LOVE in this passage is not sexual, and it is not social love. It is 

supernatural, divine love. It is that which the Holy Spirit puts in our hearts and only the 

Holy Spirit can make it real for us. The AGAPE kind of love, allows the Spirit of God to 

enable us to extend this love to others.

It is by knowing God that we learn to love — How can we know God?  By reading 

the word of God. There is no way we can know God apart from His word. Where does it 

begin? It all begins by becoming a child of God through Jesus Christ. You have to soak 

yourself in the word of God to understand His nature or character. That is what it means

to have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Each day as you read His word 

the more you will get to understand Who and What God is.

It is by loving others that we also grow in love with God — How can we show our 

love to God?  By loving others. I’m not asking you if you love your parents; your wife or 

husband; your children, cousins, or relatives. What I’m asking you is do you love 

others?  In v. 9 it says, “This is how God showed his love among us; He sent His one 

and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.  God’s love was 

demonstrated by God Himself, Jesus Christ—His life, death and resurrection. The 

greatest example God has shown to mankind was sending His one and only Son into 

the world that we might live through Him. Jesus did not die on the cross for no reason at

all. He died for us to pay the penalty for our sins. So how can we not be grateful for 

that? 

In John 3:16 we read, “For God so loved the world that he

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall

not perish but have eternal life.”  This is how we know what love

is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/John-3.asp?passage=John%203%3A16&ScrptureHover=sermon-89850-God%20Is%20Love
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/John-3.asp?passage=John%203%3A16&ScrptureHover=sermon-89850-God%20Is%20Love
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/John-3.asp?passage=John%203%3A16&ScrptureHover=sermon-89850-God%20Is%20Love


When we look at Jesus we see two things about the love of God:

1. It is a love which holds nothing back. God was prepared to sacrifice His only Son. 

God was ready. Jesus willing went to the cross so we can be with Him forever.

2. It is a totally undeserved love. None of us deserved to be loved and yet He loved 

us by letting His Son to die on the cross.

Romans 5:7-8: “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 

someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

God keeps telling us over and over through His word how He loves us so much. 

Was God’s love shown to us because we first loved Him? Of course not! In fact we were

God’s enemies and we were rebels. He did not love us because we loved Him, but He 

loved us in spite of our sinfulness.

To God it is very personal.  Because His love has something to do with you, with me.

Yes, because of one LIE that Adam was deceived to disobey God resulting in man’s 

separation from the love of God. But it only took one LIFE (Jesus Christ’s) so we can be

reconciled to God.  The sacrifice of Christ on the cross is sufficient for the whole world 

but is only effective for those who put their trust in Him.

In the first place since God so showered His love on those who are His children, we 

are commanded to love one another. No one has ever seen God but if we love one 

another, people around us will witness His love in and through us. God is manifested to 

the world through us whom He loves so dearly. So when we love one another, His love 

is perfected in us or made complete in us. We are intended to be channels of God’s 

blessings. God’s love is poured out on us, not that we might keep it for ourselves, but 

that it might be poured out through us to others.

When we do love one another in this way, that is the evidence that we are in Him 

and He in us, and that we are partners with the Holy Spirit in ministering to others.  As 

God’s beloved children, he expects us to love one another – not because he will stop 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Romans-5.asp?passage=Romans%205%3A7%2C8&ScrptureHover=sermon-89850-God%20Is%20Love


loving us if we don’t do what he tells us to do; but, precisely because he will never stop 

loving us, no matter what we do.  That’s why John can make the bold assertion: “There 

is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.”  

In conclusion, we learn to love because God loved us first. It is easy to say “I love 

God.” But it is another thing to really love God by loving others; especially loving our 

enemies.  Why is it so difficult for us?  How is it possible for us to know and experience 

the love of God in our lives and withhold that same love to others?  Maybe the key for 

us is opening ourselves up to receive the love of God in our lives.  So often we’re closed

off and God’s love doesn’t stand a chance.  It’s like putting a lid on a cup and expecting 

someone to pour water into it.  When we open ourselves up to God’s love, it’s like 

removing the lid and filling our cup underneath a waterfall!  Imagine what that would be 

like!  Our cup is filled and spilling out all over the place.  We can’t possibly contain it all. 

That’s what happens when God’s love fills our lives.  He fills us to overflowing, so that 

we can share God’s love to others.

https://youtu.be/fpUV2RhQPAY    What Wondrous Love Is This

https://youtu.be/fpUV2RhQPAY

