
1-31-2021 Sunday Worship Devotion

Welcome
I welcome you this morning in the name of the One who has

forgiven us.  The Spirit of God is waiting for you; waiting for you

to calm yourself and humble yourself from the busyness of this

day; quiet yourself so you may know that you are truly God’s beloved child; so He may 

enter into your heart and fill you with all that you need to sustain you.  May you 

experience His peace, His presence and the joy of this new day.

https://youtu.be/gLuOz0g8rOA  I Love to Tell the Story

Opening Prayer
In defiance of corruption and falsehood, we commit to truth and integrity and we pray for

honesty and uprightness to increase in our world.  In defiance of apathy and hatred, we 

choose to be proactive in love and we pray for understanding and peace to increase in 

our world. In defiance of self-interest and human arrogance, we embrace the mystery of

faith and we pray for humility and wonder to increase in our world.  We celebrate God’s 

salvation and we pray for compassion and faith.  In defiance of all that oppose God’s 

purpose among us, we choose again to follow Christ, and we 

continue to pray, not just now, but at all times.  Amen.

Scripture Readings
Gospel Lesson Matthew 21:28-32
Epistle Lesson Philippians 2:1-13

https://youtu.be/2UnFNHWJ0tA   Near to the Heart of God

Sermon Title “Do Everything with Humility”

On the Hollywood scene, there are many celebrity impersonators – those 

impersonating anyone from President Trump or President Obama to any famous actor 

or actress.  I am sure in the past, we have all seen Rich Little impersonating John 

Wayne – the staggering walk that he had, along with that voice and mannerisms. It 

takes a lot of hard work and concentration to copy the mannerisms and accent of 

https://youtu.be/gLuOz0g8rOA
https://youtu.be/2UnFNHWJ0tA


another.  If it were easy to impersonate another person then we would not be 

entertained or impressed by those who do it well.  In a sense, in order to impersonate 

another person, you have to let go of all that is you.  Your mannerisms, voice, posture, 

everything that is you, has to be let go of in order to be another person.

Did you know that we are called to be impersonators – imitators of Christ?  Paul told 

the Philippians to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  We are to 

have the same attitude and approach to life that Jesus did.   We are called to imitate his

life and actions.  The aspect of Christ’s mind that Paul lifts up is his humility and 

obedience.  Jesus was and is the Son of God; the only begotten of the most high God.  

But as Paul wrote, “Christ did not regard equality with God a thing to be exploited.”  

Christ was already equal to God, but he chose not to use his divine powers for his 

advantage.  First, he humbled himself to come to this earth.  Jesus could have chosen 

to come as the son of an earthly king.  He was already the King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords - why shouldn’t his earthly form reflect that truth.  Instead Jesus came as a 

homeless carpenter’s son who lived in a small-occupied country among a persecuted 

people.

And Jesus lived his life in humility.  Jesus could have set up shop across from the 

temple and establish a mega temple in Jerusalem.  He could have lived in the finest of 

houses and feasted daily on rich foods with his followers.  After all, he did turn water 

into wine and he could multiply fish and bread at will.  But instead he had no place to lay

his head and he spent most of his ministering years traveling the dusty hillsides of 

Galilee and camping out under the stars at night.  Finally he humbled himself to the 

point of dying on a cross.  His obedience and humility to his Father’s will resulted in 

dying a horrible and humiliating death.  He could have called down a legion of angels to 

rescue him.  But instead he humbled himself to the point of death, even death on a 

cross – and he did it willingly – it was his choice to die for humankind.

But imagine what it was like to be God and having to be born as a human – a tiny, 

helpless baby.  The first thought that came to mind was it would be so confining!  God, 



the Great Spirit that is omnipresent – whose presence covered over the entire universe 

and beyond, having to become like us!  And not as a grown adult – but a tiny baby!  And

then I thought about God being able to do what God wants, when God wants to - now 

being told what to do and when to do it.  And having to follow those rigid Jewish laws!  

One can see why Jesus would be fed up with the Jewish religious establishment.  Ten 

basic commandments turned into hundreds of rules and laws that were so difficult to 

follow – 613, I believe.  The religious establishment wanted to control the people and 

thus the rules, the laws – many of which they did not follow themselves.  No wonder 

Jesus called them “Hypocrites” and came teaching a revolutionary, new way of living: 

“the first will be last and the last will be first” and “love your neighbor as yourself” and 

“love your enemies.”  Jesus was turning the Jewish society and the world upside down.

It has been said that one of the reasons that Paul writes about Christ’s self-emptying

is because he wanted to give an example of how much the people needed to humble 

themselves.  While we do not know of the exact circumstances, we know that there had 

been disagreements and conflict in the Philippi church.  Paul is trying to bring the 

people together, so that they can work on unifying the church, not tearing it apart.  For 

Paul, unity comes in serving God through service to each other; and the solution to 

problems in interpersonal relationship is an attitude of humble commitment to others.  

Paul had visited them, but now he is in prison.  Just because he is not there with them, 

was no reason for them to slide back to their former ways of living.  So he wants them to

humble themselves – “don’t think you are better than you are,” --- “don’t think you are 

better than the next person,” he would say to them.  And humbling would not be a 

superficial one – but one that involved a whole transformation of who they were as 

individuals – “Humble yourselves, just as much as Christ humbled himself,” that’s what

Paul was telling them.  And that’s a lot of humbling!  

But what does it mean to you to be humble?  I know growing up I was told that I 

should put others’ wishes before my own.  If there are two pieces of cake, you are to 

give the other person the larger piece.  Maybe you were taught that, too.  I was also 

taught that I should not verbally brag, or outwardly talk about my accomplishments.  He 



wasn’t talking about a one-time humbling - but a lifelong commitment to live humbly 

before God, just as Christ did!  From birth to death on a cross, Christ humbled himself, 

always focused on what God, his Father, wanted him to do.  That’s the kind of 

humbling that God wants to take place in us.  Humility – a God given humility that 

transforms one from the inside out, where you truly become a servant of Christ – a 

humility that would last for as long as you live!

Noticed I said God-given humility – Can we ever achieve the kind of humility that 

God expects of us, without God?  I really don’t think so.  While it is not an easy thing to 

do – God wants us to be co-creators with God in transforming ourselves to be the 

person God created us to be.  Remember those stories of Jesus – and how he would 

always consult God, his Father, if he needed help or even when he just wanted to be 

grounded in what was called to do.  God longs to have that same kind of relationship 

with you, with all of us.  

But like Jesus, we need to want to do this!  God won’t force it on us.  Remember 

God is a God of love, not a God who would demand peoples’ obedience with force.  We

can work with God, or we can say “no” to God.  This spiritual transformation of 

ourselves to be like Christ IS what we are called to do as Christians.  Our Christian faith 

is one where we go on to perfection, as Wesley would say.  It is an ever-deepening 

relationship with God – it is becoming more and more like Christ.  It has been said that, 

“sometime the only chance a person gets to read the Bible and learn about Christ is 

when they look at your life and how you live your life.  Just as Jesus was the reflection 

of what God is like, we are to be the reflection of what Christ is like.  Can people see 

Christ in you?  

To be like Christ - we are not capable of doing it on our own.  The truth is that it is 

impossible for you, or me, on our own, to be like Christ.  Paul began by saying, “If there 

is any encouragement in Christ.”  And he concluded this passage by writing, “for it is 

God who is at work in you, enabling you.”  We don’t do it alone.  We can only imitate 

Christ with the help of God. And God’s help is there for you – you just have to open 



yourselves up to God’s work in you.  You have to release control of your life to God!

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  That is a difficult thing for 

most of us to do.  That level of humility is hard for us to attain.  Our human nature is to 

puff ourselves up.  We want to feel important and we want

others to acknowledge our importance.  We want to have it our

way.  Our nature is the opposite of Christ’s.  He is God

Almighty, yet he humbled himself to become the lowliest of

humans.  He did not stop being divine, yet he didn’t use his

divinity for his own gain.  We are born as lowly humans yet we

try to act like God.  In fact, that is what Adam desired – to be equal to God.  The serpent

tempted Eve and Adam by saying they would be like God if they ate the forbidden fruit.  

Yet, Christ was the opposite – he did not regard equality with God a thing to be 

exploited.  He humbly and obediently followed God’s will for his life.

Paul also says, “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  This verse is 

often lifted out of context and interpreted to mean that salvation is a human 

achievement that is the result of anxious and fearful striving.  But nothing is farther from 

the truth.  What Paul is saying here is that, even though salvation is through faith in 

God, from God, the Philippians, and us today, must respond to God’s gift of salvation 

by first accepting it; and then working to do God’s will for who we are to be as persons

in Christ.  God is at work in you, if you let God.  And we are to complete God’s work in 

us by staying focused on Christ throughout our lives.

So what would our lives be like if we were humble and obedient like Christ?  First of 

all, we would think of others’ needs before ours.  We would NOT demand to have our 

way all the time.  We would be open and accepting of all peoples, just as Jesus did.  

God would be number one in our lives and we would love the Lord our God with all our 

heart, soul, mind and strength.  And we would love our neighbors and our enemies, as 

Jesus loves us. And we would be obedient to God’s will, living out the purpose God has 

in store for us when we were created.



Paul states that Christians need to live obediently and faithfully, just as Jesus lived, 

following God’s will.  Such is our call today, too.  Are you living a Christ-centered life?  

Are you a reflection of Christ in the world?    Do you serve others or do you expect to be

served?  God has begun a good work in you.  Open yourself to the moving of the Holy 

Spirit, who with your help will transform you into the person God meant you to be.

I close with one profound thought going back to the impersonators I spoke about at 

the beginning.  If we are impersonating Jesus, how well would someone say our 

impression was?  Would our Jesus impression be exactly like Jesus; just as Rich Little’s

impression of John Wayne would be like John Wayne?  On a very deep level, I would 

have to say, I have lots of work to do – how about you?

https://youtu.be/4XRmGEbH0qs What a Friend We Have in Jesus

https://youtu.be/4XRmGEbH0qs

