
1-17-2021 2nd Sunday after Epiphany Worship

Welcome
Some of us have really missed getting together to worship

God because worshiping God is a part of who we are.  All 

the prayers, songs, scripture, meditation are part of us – 

part of our way of expressing our gratitude and thankfulness before God.  We are made 

by God to worship Him as a way of drawing closer and closer to God - Hearing His 

Word and experiencing the Oneness with God.  All possible in the presence of God; so 

let us worship God.

https://youtu.be/2CeBoSQsBR0  To God Be the Glory

Opening Prayer
Creative God, you make all things new in heaven and on earth.  We come to you in a 

new year with new desires and old fears, new decisions and old controversies, new 

dreams and old weaknesses.  Because you are a God of hope, we know that you create

all the possibilities for the future.  Because you are a God of love, we know that you 

accept all the mistakes of the past and forgive us.  Because you are the God of our 

faith, we enter your gates filled with hope, thanksgiving and praise.  May we serve you 

as best we can in the even with the COVID restrictions around us.  Amen.

Scriptures
Epistle Lesson: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:22-40

https://youtu.be/CT5RTbXUdRc  In Moments Like This

Message Title “Simeon’s Message of Hope”

This morning we meet two Biblical senior citizens and what

we can learn from them about the nature of faith.  The mother of

a newborn son was deemed ceremonially unclean for 7 days,

after which the parents had to take the child to the temple for dedication and 

circumcision.  Mary was then considered unclean for an additional 33 days, after which 

she would go to the temple and offer a sacrifice for her purification.

https://youtu.be/2CeBoSQsBR0
https://youtu.be/CT5RTbXUdRc


Luke wants us to see something here.  You have to pay attention to the details in 

Luke’s story, because they reveal much.  He says, “they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated by law, a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  That’s true!  

Actually, there are several options stated by the Law.  The first, and the standard option 

for a sacrifice in the Temple, was a lamb.  But very few people could afford to buy a 

lamb.  So other animals were made available for the poor, and at the bottom of the list 

were pigeons and turtledoves.

Luke wants us to know that Mary and Joseph are simple, poor folk.  It is an 

astonishing revelation that their baby would be the Messiah, the Savior of the World, the

King of kings.  People with those titles did not come from the common ordinary folk.  

They were usually born into royalty, or into aristocracy.  Leaders, important people, 

rulers, all came from the upper 5 percent of the society.  No child born into the great 

mass of the 95% of the people could ever break through that ceiling into a position of 

leadership.

It is interesting to note that Luke says John the Baptist was the son of Zechariah and

Elizabeth. Zechariah was a priest in the Temple.  That meant that he was in that top 5 

percent.  His wife, Elizabeth, was the daughter of a priest.  So they had high credentials 

to produce a nationally prominent figure like John the Baptist. But Mary and Joseph do 

not come from that upper 5%.  So the birth story reveals that Jesus was born among the

poor, humble, simple, pious folk, for whom life is pretty much a day to day struggle.

There at the temple, they meet an old man, Simeon, looking for the Messiah.  He 

was probably there at the temple every day, without finding his hopes fulfilled.  You can 

almost picture him coming to the Temple, and people telling him, “Give it up, old man.  

You’re never going to see a messiah in your lifetime.  Forget your dream.”  There 

probably were times when Simeon did feel like giving up on his hopes – when he felt 

that God’s promise was nothing but the whistling of wind in the trees.  However, Simeon

clung to the hope.  And therein, he teaches us something about the nature of faith.  At 

those times when he felt like throwing in the towel, when he felt like he was at the end of



his rope, he hung on, even though the rest of the world called him a dreamer and a fool.

Simeon kept the vision.  And he did live to see its fulfillment!

Too often we are tempted to “give up” when we don’t see something happen 

immediately.  We feel like we are spinning our wheels – we become frustrated and feel 

like we’re the only people willing to work towards the vision.  This brings to mind our 

vision of new growth for Faith Church, which some of us have been praying for over a 

decade!  Do we really want Faith Church to be in ministry 5 years from now – how about

10 years from now?  Do you really care if Faith is around that long?  Some of you may 

be thinking, I’m not going to be around that long, so I don’t care  – well, that may be true

– but, don’t let Faith end with you!  

The start of a New Year is a time of looking toward the

future – rededicating ourselves to the vision for new life – not

only for our own lives; but, for abundant life here at Faith!

That is what God calls Faith to – vital new life in spreading the

word of God to those who haven’t heard it!  Helping those in

our community, just as Jesus did – that is our call – our

ministry as followers of Christ!  In fact, that is what our

scripture says about Anna, “she came and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.”

What a woman she was!  She had much against her: she was a woman, a widow, 

and old.  In society’s eyes, she was of little importance.  The cultural values of her time 

associated men with honor; and women with shame.  In like manner, age was 

associated with weakness, female widowhood with need.  While men were easily 

recognized as spiritual leaders, women’s spirituality was more often than not, viewed as

contingent upon and even secondary to men’s.  So Luke’s elevation of Anna is of great 

importance for the time.



The Gospel story for this 2nd Sunday after Epiphany, however, continues the 

surprising revelation of the fullness God’s grace manifested by Jesus’ birth.  In the birth 

of the Christ Child, a new era begins, and all creation is called to break forth in wonder.  

For the light of grace revealed in this child, Jesus, casts an aura upon all who encounter

him.  It is a light that radiates from the tiny person at the center of the scene described 

in the Gospel reading.  It is a light that reflects upon old Simeon and causes all of us to 

see a new dimension, a new era.  That new era also shines forth gloriously in Anna’s 

behavior.

In Anna, the oppressive patterns of gender, age, and marital status begin to 

crumble.  She has encountered the liberating God in Jesus.  Through the lens of 

spiritual discernment she sees the promised salvation for all!  And decades after the 

presentation of Jesus, the Apostle Paul can say confidently that Anna and all other 

people to whom society pays little or no honor – children, women, slaves, the elderly, 

the differently-abled – all are in Jesus Christ equal before God.  In fact, Paul claims that 

Anna is an heir with Christ of the fullness of God’s riches.  Such a gift of grace is 

enough to cause Anna – and all of us – to break forth in wonder before the incarnate 

God, Emmanuel.

However, more attention is given to Simeon, who is said to have been guided by the 

Spirit.  Luke says that he is both “righteous and devout.”  But he is not looking for a 

baby.  Simeon is looking for a warrior on a horse, or for someone coming on a cloud.  

But he is strangely drawn to this baby.  He takes the child in his arms and blesses Mary 

and Joseph.  It is Simeon who in compassion warns Mary of the pain she will endure.  It

is Simeon who gives the church what has come to be a beloved canticle, “Now let your 

servant depart in peace” – a phrase that was also used at times when slaves were 

freed.

Simeon also announces that there has been a change in plans.  Instead of the 

Messiah coming suddenly, ushering in a whole new age where all of a sudden 

everything is perfect, things are going to be pretty much the same as they have always 



been.  At least it will look that way.  Instead of sweeping everything aside, like in the 

Flood, and starting over again, or instead of taking charge by force, like they envisioned,

God chose another way to change the world – the way of love.  Remember: “God so 

loved the world that he sent his son, not to condemn the world, but that the world would 

be save through him.”  He also reveals to us that it will not be easy – it is going to cost 

something – it will cost Jesus his life – it will cost Mary the death of her son – and it will 

cost for anyone who follows him.

But there are parallels between Simeon and Anna, and they are remarkable.  Both 

Simeon and Anna are old.  Both are pious, righteous, and devout.  Both are looking for 

the coming of the One who was to become salvation for Israel.  Both had their spiritual 

eyes open to recognize in this child the promised One.  However, while Simeon, after 

praising God for the gift, spoke only to Joseph and Mary; Anna went out and spoke to 

“all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.”

She, who like other women were confined to the outer courts of the temple because 

of her gender, here joins Simeon and breaks forth in wonder.  But she goes further!  In 

Luke’s Gospel, Anna becomes the first human evangelist, one who tells others the good

news – others not present at the temple, other outsiders, others hoping for salvation.  

With the prophet Isaiah of old, Anna is moved from the wonder of the scene at the 

temple to exclaim, “For Zion’s sake, I will not keep silent.”  She has encountered the 

child, the wonder of the grace of God, the liberating, life-giving, barrier-breaking wonder 

of God in Christ, before whom there is no gender, age, race, or status walls.  She has a 

voice, and her breaking forth in wonder is heard beyond the walls of the temple, heard 

by those who had long sat in darkness.  Her song is Simeon’s song: “These eyes have 

seen salvation’s dawn. . . this is the savior of the world, the Gentiles’ promised light, 

God’s glory dwelling in our midst, the joy of Israel.  And the joy of all humanity!

Thus, Simeon and Anna both proclaim the new reality of the One who will bring 

salvation for all people.  The ones whom society diminishes, God exalts.  In Jesus 



Christ no one is slave to sin, separated from God by distinctions or limitations of any 

form.  Rather each one is a child of God and heir with Christ through the grace of God.

Anna models for us what to do after the dream or promise is fulfilled.  Her response 

was one of enthusiastic witness.  Her example is basic to the life and mission of the 

church.  It is about evangelism – and enthusiastic sharing of a discovery that cannot be 

contained.  Do you know Jesus?  Does knowing him make you passionate in wanting to

share this knowledge of God to others who don’t know him?  

What are you willing to do as a follower of Christ?

What will you pledge to do in this New Year to help bring

new people to Faith, even with the COVID restrictions?

How will you reach out to new people and share your

stories of Jesus in your life, like Anna did?  All these COVID restrictions, while 

necessary to some degree, have been a stumbling block, a millstone around our necks 

that prevent us from doing what we need to do for Christ.  If we were as passionate as 

Simeon and Anna, what will YOU do, maybe learn new skills, to reach out to more 

people for Faith Church?  How can God use you in this new reality?

https://youtu.be/OpC78nfVdfY  He Leadeth Me

https://youtu.be/OpC78nfVdfY

