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We welcome you to a time of releasing the past year

and all that it entailed – and focus ever forward to the

future God has in store for us: New beginnings full of

hope and wonder await us in this New Year.  Let us praise and worship God.

https://youtu.be/9yC1RfD08Fs Joyful, Joyful

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition

(It has been our tradition to pray this prayer on the first Sunday we worship at Faith 

Church.)

I am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,

Exalted for thee or brought low by thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Thou art mine, and I am thine.  So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen.

Scriptures
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 9:14-17
Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:20-24

https://youtu.be/Xrmlv806bGM  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Sermon Title: “New Wine in Old Wineskins”

Parables – stories Jesus told that were simple, but,

whose messages conveyed a deep spiritual meaning

that was central to his teachings.  One third of the

recorded teachings of Jesus were in parables.  Since

https://youtu.be/9yC1RfD08Fs
https://youtu.be/Xrmlv806bGM


this is our 1st Sunday of the New Year (because I was on vacation on the first), I thought

I would start with the parable of the “New Wine in Old Wine Skins” – reflecting on what 

is “Old” and what is the “New”.  In Matthew’s Gospel, in the verse before, Jesus says, 

“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from 

the cloak, and a worse tear is made.”

While Jesus is using analogy that the people in his day would understand, I believe 

today, we, too, know that happens when a piece of clothing that hasn’t been washed 

before, is washed - it shrinks (and sometimes it shrinks so much that clothes become 

too tight)!  The disciples of John the Baptist wanted to know why they had to fast, but 

Jesus’ disciples didn’t have to.  John taught his disciples that they had to fast and 

repent of their sins, and prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  But, Jesus’ disciples 

didn’t have to because he, Jesus, IS the Messiah, and he was already with them.  Jesus

wasn’t condemning fasting, in fact, he often fasted; but, he believed that people needed 

to do it for the right reasons.

Jesus knew that he was coming with new ideas and new concepts of the truth – the 

first will be last and the last will be first – turn the other cheek, etc.  He also knew that 

people who were so steeped in religious tradition, wouldn’t be receptive to his new 

teachings.  In fact, we know that they were threatened by him.  My Life Application Bible

states, “Jesus did not come to “patch up” the old religious system of Judaism with its 

rules and traditions.  If he had, his message would have damaged it.  His purpose was 

to bring in something NEW, though it had been prophesied for centuries.  This new 

message, the gospel, said that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, came to earth to offer all 

people forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God.  The gospel did not fit into the 

old rigid legalistic system of religion.  It needed a fresh start.  The message will always 

remain “new” because it must be accepted and applied in every generation.  When we 

follow Christ, we must be prepared for new ways to live, new ways to look at people, 

and new ways to serve.”



Biblical Scholar William Barclay wrote about this scripture: “Throughout all its history,

the Church has clung to the old.  What Jesus is saying is that there comes a time when 

patching is folly, and when the only thing to do is to scrap something entirely and to 

begin again. . . . patches are useless, and when a man and a church have to accept the

adventure of the new, or withdraw into the backwater, where they worship, not God, 

BUT the past.”  As we start the New Year, it is something for us to think about.  Are we 

worshiping the past or worshiping God?

The second analogy has to do with new wine in old wine skins.  Since I was curious 

about this analogy, I decided to do some research.  Back in Jesus’ time, they put new 

wine into new wine skins, versus bottles, like we do today.  They took goat skins and 

sewed them at the edges to form watertight bags.  When new wine was put into a skin, 

the new wine fermented, which gave off gases, which exerted pressure on the skin.  

This would cause the skin to expand.  However, an old wine skin would have lost its 

elasticity and become hard.  If you put new wine into an old wine skin, the gasses from 

the fermentation would cause the skin to burst.

In today’s terms, our minds must be elastic enough to receive and to contain new 

ideas.  But, we know when we look at the history of progress, we know that there have 

always been some opposition to something new – whether it was the invention of the 

car, the airplane, or even going back to those who said the world was round.  We get 

stuck in our own perspectives of what is right and what is wrong – the way things should

be and the way they shouldn’t.  

As followers of Christ, we are to keep learning and growing spiritually.  We are to 

become more and more like Christ.  William Barclay says, “It may be that we would do 

well to remember that when any living thing stops growing, it starts dying.  It may be that

we need to pray that God would deliver us from the shut mind.”  Is your mind shut?  In 

this New Year, we all need to ask God to help us to be open to the moving of His Spirit 

in our lives.  



Our Ephesian text says, “You were taught to put away your former way of life, your 

old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

and to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in 

true righteousness and holiness.”  My Life Application Bible says, “Paul tells the 

Ephesians to leave behind the old life of sin now that they are followers of Christ.  Living

the Christian life is a process.  Although we have a new nature, we don’t automatically 

have all good thoughts and attitudes when we become new people in Christ.  But, if we 

keep listening to God, we will be changing all the time.  As you look back over last year, 

do you see a process of change for the better in your thoughts, attitudes, and actions?   

Although change may be slow, it comes about if you trust God to change you.”  Even 

with the COVID restrictions, have you been able to sense newness in your being, in 

how you look at things, like what is really important for you?

Now that you have all the background for the texts today, what are the take always I 

want you to have?  1- Sometimes, we can’t just make a little change in order to fix our 

situation; sometimes, drastic changes are needed.  It is the old, you can’t keep doing 

the same things, expecting different results.  We need to have a new paradigm shift; 

something radically different and we need to be open to such changes.  2- Our minds 

can’t be cluttered with the way WE want things done (because that is how we always 

did it; we need to expand our perspectives and our ability to go with the flow.  We are to 

be open vessels that God can use.  If we are closed minded, unwilling to change; God 

won’t be able to use us.  And 3- We are to leave the past behind us – our old life, our 

old selves, we need to leave behind in 2020.  Remember, Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new!”

We all need to look forward into this New Year to what God is creating among us.  

We must focus on God!  But, unfortunately, many of us focus on our regrets, our 

failures, our mistakes, our past.  But, YOU are NOT your regrets, you are NOT your 

failures, you are NOT your mistakes; and you are NOT your past!  You are much more 

than that!  You are a NEW Creation in Christ!  God has a plan for you; God has called 



you for a special purpose!  So rejoice in the Lord!  Leave your past

behind you.  Leave all your baggage of the past at the foot of the

cross!  Jesus will take them away from you; you don’t have to carry

them anymore!  Jesus wants you to be free from the chains that

bind you.  Jesus came to set you free!  Live in the power of the

Spirit, as you are being made new from the inside out!

https://youtu.be/QCV5t8wRBI8  What a Friend We Have in Jesus

https://youtu.be/QCV5t8wRBI8

