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He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

We are Easter people.  The promise of resurrection in many ways in our daily lives, and then the 

promise of being raised with Christ, is paramount to our faith walk.  These fifty days of the Easter 

season between Easter Sunday and Pentecost give us a good opportunity to examine ourselves, as a 

church, as well as individually, and to reflect on why we really call ourselves ‘Christian’. 

Christ came to teach and to serve.  He taught us how, and who, to serve.  Service and Christian could 

almost be synonyms.   Christians serve in many ways, and although not always through the church, it is 

the primary way that we meet, are nourished and go forth to live in the community as a disciple and 

follower of Jesus the Christ.  At Hope Lutheran we are coming to a crossroads as to what that means in 

the future.  Here we would like to touch on that in a couple ways. 

First we have many highly committed individuals who consistently find ways to serve Hope and the 

wider community.  We are grateful for these folks.   But this is not 100% of our membership.  Life 

continues to get busier for all of us it seems and we struggle with prioritizing our time.  Take a minute to 

look at your calendar.  Does it show that you make Hope Lutheran and your walk as a Christian a 

priority in your life?  Like was mentioned above, Hope is approaching a crossroads because we spend 

more than we have revenue.  This may approach $50,000 this fiscal year which ends June 30.  We are 

operating very conservatively now, as it is, and thanks to a frugal staff; but replacing some paid for 

services with volunteers could stretch limited funds further. 

So you may ask how are we able to run in the red some each year?  Good question.  We do have a small 

reserve fund which was established as an emergency fund when our mortgage on the building was set 

up over 10 years ago.  Although it was not the intent of the emergency fund, it has been used to bail us 

out more often than not.  This is not sustainable, and our Governing Council struggles each year with 

how to address this problem.  You as a congregation will be challenged over the next year as to how to 

move into the future boldly given our situation.  You as an individual Hope Lutheran Christian are 

challenged now as to how you can boldly serve from a financial perspective.   

Hope is a great institution and has always been a quiet force in the Gallatin Valley, humbly serving as 

Christ intended.  But as with all great institutions, we must always evaluate our current situation with 

an eye on the future.  Leadership here at Hope is confident that we, as an every-member-active 

congregation, can meet current challenges and move into the future in the same spirit that raised us up 

for the last 100 years.   We ask that each member join in keeping Hope a viable and serving Christian 

congregation. 

We are Easter people!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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