JANUARY 2017-MARCH 2017

NEW CREATION
CHURCH
Happy New Year New Creationers
Keith has asked me to write an article for this quarter's
church newsletter, with basically no guidance at all as to
topic or theme, other than possibly to "share a recent
teachable moment from your life, a faith issue you are
wrestling with, or some words of encouragement."
Glancing at the last newsletter, it looks like this article may
go right on the front. No pressure, at all! Just write
something, anything, and we will place it on the front of
the newsletter for the entire church to see. No big deal. So
anyway, here goes...I hope you find something of value in
it as you begin your New Year!
When we first started coming to New Creation in October
2015, I felt super uncomfortable, as an introvert, walking
every week into a church full of people I mostly didn't
know. I knew from experience that it would take me some
time to feel at home in this new place, wonderful though it
was, and eventually I did. A key experience in my
becoming at ease at church was the beginning of super
small groups early in 2016.
When Keith announced the beginning of super small
groups in January, my very upbeat gut reaction, naturally,
was, "Ugh, that sounds very intimate. No WAY am I
participating in that!" Russell was doing it, but I just
couldn't bring myself to. Then a friendly person I'd met at
church invited me to join her super small group, and she
lured me in with the promise of hiking, which I love. It was
to be a HIKING Bible study. We would read our passages
in advance, then discuss them while hiking, then share
lunch together. Who could pass that up? Not I. I said yes,
and started meeting with a super small group of super
kind ladies who would become my first friends at church.
We met weekly, at lunch, and we enjoyed each other
enough that when the eight weeks of study material were
over, we decided to continue meeting. We selected a
book, "The Good and Beautiful God: Falling In Love With
The God Jesus Knows," by James Bryan Smith, as our
study guide; we called ourselves the "Rogue Super Small
Group," because we were continuing to meet even when
we were meant to have stopped. We were rebels! We
continued meeting throughout most of 2016. It was an

excellent experience for me, and I really value the
relationships I formed with
those ladies.
Apart from allowing me to
get to know some of my
new church family better,
the super small group
experience advanced me
a great deal along my
own spiritual path, which
I guess, technically, was
the primary goal of
super small groups in
the first place. James
Bryan Smith, the
author of the book we studied,
works from the basic premise that the God Jesus
knew is not an angry, vengeful God who metes out
punishment or rewards as he sees fit, based on our
behavior. Smith challenges us to examine and dispel
some of our fallacious notions of God, replacing them
instead with an understanding of the kind, deeply loving
God that Jesus knew and taught about.
As a seeker of the loving, kind, comforting God whose
presence I have always sensed in my life, I want to
encourage you to read "The Good And Beautiful God" if
you have the chance. It is written in the same spirit of love
and tolerance and understanding and forgiveness that
underlies the messages we receive at New Creation every
Sunday. As an introvert who struggles with small group
experiences, I want to encourage you, if you have the
time, to participate in super small groups this year, even if,
like me, this is something that pushes you out of (and
possibly far out of) your comfort zone. It is sure to be a
rewarding experience, and the relationships you cultivate
will serve to strengthen the fabric of our church in ways
you might not anticipate. And as a person who has never
written the cover of a church newsletter before, I want to
encourage you to think about your unique gifts and the
ways in which you might be able to contribute to New
Creation in the coming year, if you feel called to do so.
Looking forward to 2017 with my church family,
Jill Moore
NEW CREATION CHURCH 1! PAGE

JANUARY
January 11- Family Dinner Out at Painturo’s
1483 Nashville Pike #403 Gallatin, TN from 6-7:30 PM
January 11- Serve Dinner at PTM
January 16- Family Fun Event
January 21- Adult Night Out- more details to come
Childcare provided at the church.
January 22- Waffle & Bacon Sunday
January 29- New to New Creation Immediately Following Church
January 30- SOS Backpack Ministry @ 6 PM

MARCH

FEBRUARY

February 5- Souper Bowl Sunday & All Church Meeting
February 8- Serve Dinner at PTM
February 20-21- Ski Trip

March 1- Ash Wednesday 7 PM
March 8- Serve Dinner at PTM
March 11- Family Dinner out at The Lost Cajun
206A Anderson Ln. N #700 Hendersonville from 6-7:30 PM

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE
INFORMATION
We will leave Hendersonville Monday
afternoon and drive 5 hours to
Lawrenceburg, Indiana. We will enjoy
the night at the hotel and wake up
Tuesday morning to spend the day on
the slopes. After skiing we will drive
home Tuesday night.

LODGING
Comfort Inn & Suites- Lawrenceburg
1610 Flossie Drive
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

COST

FEBRUARY 20-21 2017

The cost for a family of four will be
around $350 + meals. The $350 will
include one night stay at hotel,
continental breakfast, four lift tickets,
and four ski/board rentals. All other
meals are on your own.
Let Katie know by 1/31 if you and your
family want to come!
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MIDDLE
SCHOOL

All students in grades 5-8 are invited to join
us as we have a ton of fun and learn more
about who God is.

If you have any questions please contact
Katie McIntosh at 770.286.4191 or
katiemcintosh@newcreationhendersonville.org

JANUARY 18

At the Church from 6:30-8 PM. Dinner is provided.

JANUARY 30

Serving at SOS Backpack Ministry at 6:00. Dinner is not provided.

FEBRUARY 15

Game night at the church from 6:30-8 PM Dinner is provided.

MARCH 1

At the church from 6:30-8 PM Dinner is provided.

MARCH 15
Location TBD

JANUARY 18
@ 5 PM with Codi

JANUARY 25
@ La Loma

FEBRUARY 1
@ 5 PM with Keith

FEBRUARY 20-21

HIGH
SCHOOL
If you have any questions please contact
Keith Gunter at 615. 854.5209 or
keithgunter@newcreationhendersonville.org

Ski Trip- if your family isn’t planning on coming, you can still come. Just tell Katie
$150+Food

MARCH 1
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Immediately following worship Join us for lunch
as we talk, answer questions, and tell you a little
more about who we are.

Do you and your family enjoy camping? Join us
as we go camping at Bledsoe Creek State Park
May 19-21

RSVP to Katie McIntosh

RSVP to Amy Gunter

(katiemcintosh@newcreationhendersonville.org)

(amysgunter@comcast.net)
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