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Becky

I asked Keith Gunter to provide me with some guidance on 
prayer. Not just what to pray, or how to pray, but why we 
pray. Please understand that I know how important it is to 
give thanks and to sing God’s praises. Where I get confused 
is with my thought that God already knows everything. He 
knows what we’re thinking, feeling, and planning, long 
before we do. He knows our doubts, fears, and confusion. I 
found myself wondering why we pray for God to comfort or 
heal or guide. I’ve always believed that He will do that 
anyway. In the Jan Karon series of books featuring Father 
Tim, he often refers to the “prayer that never fails.” That 
prayer is “Thy will be done.” So, why do we need to say 
more? He knows better than any of us what is required, 
what will help most, what is really wrong. So it almost felt to 
me as if prayer is redundant. I will never know more than 
God, or know better than God. So, when I try to make my 
prayer useful and heartfelt, how is that of any real value? I 
do believe God hears us—but I struggle to understand why 
God would want it from us. 

Being a voracious reader, I went looking for books to help 
me understand. Keith provided me with a chapter from a 
book that had some great information. It was enlightening, 
and a good start. I didn’t want a book of prayers—although 
those are easy to find. I still remember as a child thinking 
that if I prayed the Lord’s Prayer over and over, it would 
make God more likely to listen. It would help me apologize 
for whatever I’d thought or done that I knew was wrong. I 
had heard about the repetition of prayer showing a level of 
dedication, but it didn’t feel right. It was someone else’s 
words, and I just couldn’t picture God keeping a tally of 
how many times I said something.  

I did find books that started to answer my questions. But 
what I learned that had the most impact on my own prayer 
life is that God truly wants us to seek Him out. No matter 
how awkward the words, how deflated the spirit, or how 
scattered the thoughts, God wants that relationship with us. 
I’ve learned that He wants us to come to Him with all that 
we are, all that we doubt, and all that we feel. He wants us 
to tell Him what we don’t know, what we think we want, and 

how much we’re concerned for 
others. Of course God already 
knows all of this—and more. I’ve 
come to believe that our taking 
the time to pray, putting our 
hearts into the prayer, and 
making it a template for our lives, 
is more important than how we 
say it. I’ve decided the act of 
willingly turning it all over to God is the first 
and best step. I’m taken back to one of my favorite Gospel 
songs, “What a friend we have in Jesus.” The lines that roll 
around in my head are these:  “Oh, what peace we often 
forfeit, oh, what needless pain we bear. All because we do 
not carry everything to God in prayer!” 

So, the lesson I’m learning—and plan to continue exploring
—is that prayer is a relationship, even more than a 
conversation. And because prayer now has that context for 
me, I can focus on God, and doing my part of that 
relationship, instead of being so worried about the words. 
He already knows what I’m carrying, and it’s up to me to ask 
for help with that burden. It’s up to me to eagerly put aside 
time—as often as possible—to be in conversation with God. 
Mostly, it’s not out loud—but it’s no less sincere. In fact, I’m 
still somewhat terrified of praying out loud in front of 
others. I doubt I’ll ever be as eloquent as many others, so I 
just have to make sure I’m speaking from the heart, to the 
One who already knows what’s there. I believe that’s what 
matters most. I have much to learn about prayer, and about 
my relationship with God, and I’ve decided that making 
time to keep learning is the best step I can take. I hope 
these personal insights are somewhat helpful to anyone 
reading this, and that you’ll help me to keep discovering 
more 

Here are the books I’m working through. “10 Prayers You Can’t Live 
Without,” by Rick Hamlin. “before amen,” by Max Lucado, and “Designed 
to Pray,” by Kelly O’Dell Stanley. That last one is an interactive book of 
creative ways to engage with God—almost a journal or workbook.  
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APRIL 
April 3- Packaging Toothpaste & Tooth Brushes at First Baptist (all ages welcome) @ 6 PM 
April 8-  Adult Karaoke at Jolly Ollie’s at 8 PM  (no childcare provided at the church) 
April 12- Serve Dinner at Preston Taylor Ministries @ 5 PM 
April 13- Maundy Thursday @ 7 PM 
April 15- Easter Egg Hunt2-4 PM 
April 16- Easter: Bring a breakfast/brunch item @9:40 AM 
April 22- Not-As-New Creation Board Game Bonanza at The Elder Beloney’s  MAY 

May 6- Food Trucks 11-2 
May 10- Serve Dinner at Preston Taylor Ministries  
May 19-21-Camping at Bledsoe Creek State Park 

Email amysgunter@comcast.net to RSVPJUNE 
June 6- Family Dinner Out 
June 11-15- HFUMC VBS 6-8:00 PM  
June 19-22- Mission Camp  
June 29- Family Dinner Out JULY 

July 8- Yard Sale 
July 12- Pool Day 

July 24- Family Game Night 

MONDAY 
8:30-12:30 

TUESDAY 
9-12:30

WEDNESDAY 
9-12:30

THURSDAY 
8:30-12:30

FRIDAY 6 PM-9 PM 
CELEBRATION AND 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT  

Join us for a week of missions as kids learn that they are uniquely wired for one reason,  

they were wonderfully made in the image of God.  

Completed Kindergarten-Completed 5th Grade 
$15/kid with a $30 max per family 

To sign up, go to the link:  
https://katiejmcintosh.typeform.com/to/nmsE0w 

All potty trained children 3-5 will be at Master’s Gym from 9-12  $80 for the week 

A nursery will be available for children 6 wks-3 yrs for $10 a day  

NEW THIS YEAR: Parents are not required to attend, but volunteers are needed!  

MISSIONS 
WEEK  

JUNE 19-23



NEW CREATION CHURCH  !  PAGE 3

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

If you have any questions please contact Katie 
McIntosh at  770.286.4191 

katiemcintosh@newcreationhendersonville.org

MARCH 29 
APRIL 12 
APRIL 26 
MAY 10 

HIGH 
SCHOOL

If you have any questions please contact 
Keith Gunter at 615. 854.5209 or 
keithgunter@newcreationhendersonville.org

What is better than the end of school?? 
If you do not know the answer, we do… 

PAINTBALL. 
Wednesday, May 24  

5:30-8 PM 
 $25 

 Sign up is required- RSVP to Katie 

Spring and summer are the seasons where many of us are on the move.  While traveling 
can get bogged down with logistics, the point is to get from A to B.  Simple…not always.   

There has been more then one occasion that the Gunter family has had some distractions 
in getting to Point B.  Here are some of ours (circle all that apply to you): 

-Turning around to go back for something 
-Detour  
-Sudden Stops   
-Crashes   

A community that sets out from one place on a journey together has the same 
experiences.  New Creation from its origin set out for a pretty courageous Point B.  Point B 
was to be a missional church, reaching out to the community, creating a safe place for 
discipleship, and an entry place for others to walk in life together.  Point B was to offer 
grace and hope in ways that have not been seen by many in the life of the church.  Point B 
was to love Christ and make him known in new and exciting ways.  Simple… not always. In 
our best efforts to create this type of vital community, we still have moments and will 
continue to have moments like those listed above (hopefully no coup).   

In early April, your Vision Team has scheduled an overnight retreat. During this time, they 
will seek to stay true to the original plan to grow a community that cares for those on the 
outside as much as it cares for those on the inside.  Please be praying for this exciting time 
as we all seek to take the next best steps forward. I am encouraged by your faithfulness. 
We may never fully get to Point B but it is a journey that I wouldn’t miss. 

- Internal Turmoil 
-Lost 
-Attempted Coup 
-Missing Person

Keith 



NEW CREATION CHURCH 
1020 Avondale Road 
Suite 103 
Hendersonville, TN 37075

Join us for a Easter Egg Hunt at the Barn from 
2-4 PM on Saturday, April 15. An afternoon full of 

food, games, and fun.  

865 Cages Bend Road 
Gallatin, Tennessee 37066

Do you and your family enjoy camping? Join us 
as we go camping at Bledsoe Creek State Park 

May 19-21 

RSVP to Amy Gunter 
 (amysgunter@comcast.net)

MARCH 26 

WAFFLE & 

BACON SUNDAY 


