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WHAT DO YOU DO….. 
What do you do when Keith asks you to write an intro letter? 
What do you do when your 25- year marriage ends? What do 
you do when your doctor tells you what you don’t want to 
hear? What do you do when your children break your heart? 
What do you do when your parents are aging? What do you 
do when your job is toxic? 

We are both top down people!  

Nothing says spring like being able to let the top down and 
enjoy any drive, even if it is the same drive that you have 
done a million times! Over the years we have owned several 
different convertibles to include both automatic and manual 
transmission. I think if you asked each of us which we 
preferred driving, we would have mixed feelings as both 
brings different pro’s and con’s to the driving experience. An 
automatic allows you to cruise the roads without a care in the 
world, but a manual seems to give those back roads a unique 
ride as you are able to feel the power of the engine each time 
the need arises to shift gears.  If your life journey looks 
anything like ours has looked over the years, you may have 
experienced one or more of the WHAT DO YOU DO 
questions above, and have felt life rise up and ultimately we 
are forced to SWITCH GEARS. 

We don’t know about you, but in the ride of life, we really 
prefer the drive that allows you to cruise through without a 
care in the world. However, as we all know, that is not real life. 
Real life is about how we respond to what life in a fallen world 
brings, and especially as believers, how we respond so that 
we navigate these life challenges with “ Power, Love and a 
Sound Mind”, that navigation requires us to know when and 
how to switch gears.  Those of you who are manual 
transmission people, you know that there are 2 main ways to 
successfully switch gears when the need arises; one is by 
listening to the engine and the other is honestly, relying on 
experience to know when to push in the clutch and unlock 
the gears so that you can safely shift the transmission into the 
proper gear. 

James 1: 2-7 is totally a scripture 
to hold onto on this crazy ride.  
The Message version reads: 
“Consider it a sheer gift, 
friends, when tests and 
challenges come at you from 
all sides.  You know that under 
pressure, your faith-life is 
forced into the open and 
shows its true colors.  So don’t try to get 
out of anything prematurely.  Let it do its work so you become 
mature and well developed, not deficient in any way. If you 
don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the Father. He loves to 
help. You will get His help, and won’t be condescended to 
when you ask for it.  Ask boldly, believingly, without a second 
thought.  People who “ worry their prayers” are like wind-
whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from 
the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping your options open.” 

The first thing about this verse that jumps out is the part that 
says if you don’t know what you are doing, pray to the Father.  
This would be where we confess that we align with the New 
Creation philosophy as we do not have the answers and do 
not know what we are doing, so we are committed to lean 
into our faith and listen to the engine, the One who created 
us and is waiting for us to realize that we cannot do it but that 
He can.   

Another part of this scripture that is life changing is “ ask 
boldly, believing without a second thought”. So, not only are 
we seeking Our Father for wisdom but we are also asking 
with confident expectation that He will provide an answer to 
our path, our response, and our choice to whatever the 
circumstance may be. If we miss this part of the scripture we 
are not tapping into all that is a promised in this endurance 
building process.  This crucial promise is something that we 
as a couple have committed to hold each other accountable 
to.  When our tests and challenges come from all sides, we 
must be committed to lean into “our person” constantly and 
cling to words of truth, and not error. 

[Continued on Page 2

NEW CREATION CHURCH   !  PAGE 1



NEW CREATION CHURCH   !  PAGE 2

MARCH 
March 21:  Women’s Bible Study Begins  
March 31: Easter Egg  Hunt at  The Barn (865 Douglas Bend  Road) from  5-7 PM 

MAY 
May 5: Battle In The Burbs Food Truck Competition at City Hall from 11 AM- 2 PM 
May 9: Serve dinner at Preston Taylor Ministries at 5:30 PM 
May 13: Senior Sunday 
May 18-20: Family Camping Trip at Montgomery Bell State Park 

APRIL 
April 1: Easter Celebration @  New Creation Church 

2 Services at 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM with a Family Breakfast at 9:30 AM 
April 8: Mission Sunday  

April 11: Serve Dinner at Preston Taylor Ministries at 5:30 PM 
April 19: Women’s Night Out @ Demos’ at 6:30  PM  

  

(continued from cover page…) 

For us, the conversations are about constantly remembering 
that we may be holding the steering wheel on this crazy ride, 
but  ultimately we are not in control. There are things that we 
can control and these are the areas that we are called to 
focus our time and energy on, but we are to let go of the 
things that we are not in control of. When we recognize that 
in every situation, we begin to experience the freedom 
within the mature existence that James speaks of.   

As bold believers we think we also need to recognize when 
we are called to drive through our circumstances and when 
we are called to ride through them.  We believe that when 
life happens, we are also called to lean into others.  
Sometimes it looks like letting others help carry the load and sometimes it looks like others actually carrying YOU.  We 
certainly have experienced these rides recently and found the GIFT of that leaning.  Others bring SO MUCH to the 
development of your experience that we are building through this journey.  Everyone has so much to give, so much 
impact that they need to provide, and so much of their voice to offer. We continue to be astounded by how willing others 
are to surround each other in times of need and offer whatever their gifting may be. We also recognize that many times 
God reminds us that this ride is just as much about them as it is about us, and our job is to rest in that.   

Finally, we are choosing to look at the ride of our lives a little differently in Spring of 2018.  We understand that life will 
continue to press us. We realize these WHAT DO YOU DO’s will continue and more will be added.  We look forward to the 
times when the roads are smooth and uneventful. At these times we look around and are determined to not miss a thing! 
But when the road begins to curve in front of us and may even seem like it will throw us into a tailspin, we have so many 
resources to keep us on track.  As we approach those hairpin curves, we LEAN….. we lean into our faith, we lean into “our 
person”, and we lean into others. Once we pass those curves, we recognize that our experience will be what allows us to 
once again meet the bumps in the road ahead, so we feel it’s time to just LET GO and ENJOY THE RIDE ! 

David & Jana Aust

JUNE 
June 8-10: VBS at First United Methodist for Pre-School - 5th Grade 

June 18-22: Mission Week for Kindergarten-5th Grade 
June 22: Parents Night Out at Church    



NEW CREATION CHURCH  !  PAGE 3

MIDDLE  
SCHOOL 
YOUTH

APRIL 11 
Bible Study from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the church


APRIL  19 
Bible Study from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the church


MAY 9 
Bible Study from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the church


MAY 16 
End of The Year Celebration- more details to come

If you have any questions please contact Katie 
McIntosh at  770.286.4191 or by email to 
katiemcintosh@newcreationhendersonville.org

If you are in 6th-8th grade you should check out Hendersonville Wyldlife that meets at New Creation on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month from 6:30-8:00 PM

“AN OUTWARD SIGN INSTITUTED BY GOD TO 
CONVEY AN INWARD OR SPIRITUAL GRACE.”* 

WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT COMMUNION & BAPTISM 
It’s often difficult to express what the Holy Spirit is doing within us for the rest of the community to see.   
They might be described as a sacred mystery.  The church looked at the life of Christ and set apart 2 acts be 
the “visible words” of our faith.  These acts celebrate the never-ending work of God, they connect us to 
Christ and to the community. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are these sacraments for us. 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper at least once a quarter.  In remembrance and celebration of Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection, Christ gave us this act is to spiritually nourish our faith.  The table is not reserved for 
one denomination or one particular group but it is open for all of God’s children. It is for those who are 
growing and for those who are struggling. It is an invitation to gather as a whole community in seeking new 
life through Christ.  Coming to the Lord’s Table the faithful are to seek reconciliation in every instance of 
conflict or division between them and their neighbors.  

Baptism 

Baptism is offered in worship by request of the family or by the individual.  Baptism is the sign and seal of 
God’s grace and covenant in Christ. Jesus through his own baptism identified himself with sinners in order 
to fulfill all righteousness. In Baptism, we die to what separates us from God and are raised to newness of 
life in Christ. Baptism points us back to the grace of God expressed in Jesus Christ, who died for us and 
who was raised for us.  Baptism is received only once. God’s faithfulness needs no renewal but one may 
choose to renew their baptismal vows in celebration of God’s faithfulness.  

Infant Baptism witnesses to the truth that God’s love claims us before we are able to respond in faith.  
Simply, God loves us first and we trust God to be at work before we can even utter a word. 

Baptism by Profession of Faith (or adult baptism) welcomes those who enter the covenant upon their own 
profession and witnesses to the truth that God’s gift of grace calls for fulfillment in our response of 
faithfulness.  
 
*Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms, by Donald K. McKim (Westminster John Knox Press, 1996) 
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NEW CREATION CHURCH 
1020 Avondale Road 
Suite 103 
Hendersonville, TN 37075

Join us for a night of fun for our Family Easter 
Egg Hunt and Marshmallow Roast. We will play 

games, eat dinner, and have fun!  
865 Douglas Bend Road 

Gallatin, TN 37066 

Join us at Hendersonville City Hall on Saturday, 
March 5th from 11 AM - 2 PM for our Battle In 

The Burbs Food Truck competition! If you 
would like to help that day, let Katie know! 


