


Isolation leads to deterioration and death. 
Life is found in community. 





Zechariah 8:1–17 - “Thus says the Lord: I have returned to Zion and will 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the 
faithful city, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts, the holy mountain.  

4 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in 
the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age.  

5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its 
streets.  

6 Thus says the Lord of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the 
remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in 
my sight, declares the Lord of hosts?  

7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from the 
east country and from the west country,  

8 and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall 
be my people, and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in 
righteousness.”



Zechariah 8:1–17 - “And as you have been a byword 
of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah 
and house of Israel, so will I save you, and you shall 
be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands be 
strong.”  

14 For thus says the Lord of hosts: “As I purposed to 
bring disaster to you when your fathers provoked 
me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of 
hosts,  

15 so again have I purposed in these days to bring 
good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; fear 
not.”



1. God’s promise for a new community
His story - God’s story of salvation. 
God created humanity for two purposes: 
1. To build a community where God is the center—loved and 

served by all. 
2. To live in loving community with one another. 
By ourselves, we are fragile, twisted, and ugly threads. 
God made us all to live in a beautiful, harmonious, knitted, 

webbed, interdependent relationship with one another. 
When you enter into a relationship with me, I will weave you in 

to a human community—deeper and more beautiful than you 
can imagine.



1. God’s promise for a new community
When our relationship with God unravels, all other 

relationships unravel. 
At the heart of sin is self-centeredness and self-

centeredness ruins community. 
In a world where everyone is self-centered—and 

consumed with me and my needs—human community is 
a lost dream. 

But God was set on rescuing us from our ruins.



1. God’s promise for a new community
Jesus, the Messiah, on the cross, provided a liberation—

ultimately, from the slavery of sin and death. 
Zechariah 8:3 - “faithful city” and “holy mountain” 
Matthew 5:14 - “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden.” 
Here is God’s plan of salvation for all of humankind—you are the 

reconstituted community of peace, justice and love that God is 
creating in the world. 

Revelation 21:2–3 - “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God…he will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself with be with them as their 
God.”



1. God’s promise for a new community
God’s purpose for our life and love in community is for us 

to revel in a sweet taste of it.  
We are to be a sign or mini-version of that perfect human 

community of peace and love when God reconstitutes the 
whole earth at the end of time. 

Our Vision 2028 excerpt: “We will turn from our paths of 
self-centered, tiny-world busyness to join a shared path 
of others-centered kingdom sacrifice. The gospel will fuel 
a movement of bold love, genuine concern, and radical 
hospitality.”



1. God’s promise for a new community
At various points in our relationships throughout our lives, 

every one of us has been rejected, used, abused, and 
beaten down—even by family members. And then your 
natural response is to be gun shy, shallow, and ugly in 
your relationships. Some of us—after many years—still 
struggle to enter into meaningful relationships that have 
any real depth. 

But, like Tiffany, there is hope for genuine healing and 
being weaved deeply into a community of joy and beauty.



2. God’s pattern for a new community
Zechariah 8:16-17 - “These are the things that you shall do: 

Speak the truth to one another; render in your gates 
judgments that are true and make for peace;  

17 do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, 
and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, declares 
the Lord.”



2. God’s pattern for a new community
We are saved by God’s amazing grace and THEN called to 

obedience. 
The purpose of God’s salvation is to create this new 

human community. 
The purpose of the law is to transform us into God’s 

community and make us a sign and a foretaste of that 
community. 

God’s laws are the blueprints for how his people, who have 
been transformed by grace, should be living together in 
community as a sign of God’s kingdom.



2. God’s pattern for a new community
When God calls you into his salvation, forgiveness, and relationship 

with him, he also summons you to be weaved tightly into a grace-
transformed community. 

Mere worship participation to glean some information and inspiration 
WITHOUT weaving into the community leaves you far short of God’s 
purposes for your salvation.  

You are frustrating the very purposes of God’s redeeming work on this 
earth and you cannot expect his power to work in your life when you 
choose another way. 

God works His transforming power in us and through us in the context 
of community. 

There is no substitute for becoming tightly weaved into the community 
and actively loving others as God is actively loving you.



2. God’s pattern for a new community
Ephesians 4:25 - “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let 

each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are members one of another.” 

Genuine love through speaking the truth. 
While our hearts and culture will default into shallow 

relationships, we are called to go deep and authentic. 
Psuedocommunity is a false sense of peace based on 

avoiding honesty and constantly sidestepping 
confrontation. 

We destroy what God intends for His new community when 
we avoid conflict.



2. God’s pattern for a new community
Two ways that we often avoid conflict: 
1.  Denial - You pretend that the conflict doesn’t exist, or 

you just refuse to do what should be done to resolve the 
concern. 

2.  Flight - You avoid the conflict and run away from it. 
Simply being nice and congenial kills our witness and 

relationships—and gives birth to bitterness, anger, and 
doubt.



2. God’s pattern for a new community
Dump the acting job! Get real! Get deep! Confront, speak 

the truth and forgive. 
Three essentials for genuine love through speaking the 

truth: 
1.  Talk TO people with whom you are having a problem 

rather than ABOUT them (Matthew 18) 
2.  Always confront with love and humility and forgive 

(Matthew 18, Rom. 12:13) 
3.  Always build up, never tear down (Eph. 4:29; 1 Peter 

3:9).



“I am that person. I have 17 
felony convictions. I am the 
person you used to clutch 
your bag when I walked by 
you. I am the person that 
would randomly attack 
somebody in public. I was 
not a savory person. 
Everybody was a victim, 
and everybody was prey.” 



“Nobody wants to hurt 
anybody's feelings, 
everybody wants to be 
loving and supportive, 
which means we don't hold 
up a mirror to people. We 
don't want to tell anybody 
they can't do this, we're just 
going to support them to 
death. We're gonna love 
them to death.” 



“Trying to grow spiritually without hearing the truth about 
yourself from somebody else is like trying to do brain 
surgery on yourself without a mirror.”  John Ortberg 

Speaking truth with love and humility means that you go 
with the recognition that you are a sinful mess yourself—
and any progress that I have made—has only been 
through God’s grace.  

Do you open yourself up to look in the mirror and hear the 
truth about yourself?



“We need to see that universal sickness, that innumerable 
throng of men and women laden down with their secrets, 
laden down with their fears, their sufferings, their sorrows, 
their disappointments, and their guilt. We need to 
understand how tragically alone they find themselves. They 
may take part in social life, may even play a leading role 
there, chairing club meetings, winning sports 
championships, going to the movies with their wives. Yet 
what eats away at them from within is that they may live 
years without finding anyone in whom they have enough 
confidence to unburden themselves.”  Paul Tournier 

With everything I have seen—and knowing my own heart, I 
fear for myself unless I have a community, friends, and 
leaders who will sacrifice and risk.



3. God’s power for a new community
I am NOT trusting God and His commands for my 

relationships and his new community.  By my actions, I 
am saying, I trust my way more than I trust your way, God. 

Perhaps I am looking more to human approval for my 
sense of worth and meaning—rather than finding my 
value and significance in Jesus. 

I choose comfort rather than the way of Christ. 
We share the dirt of others and avoid speaking the truth in 

love because we are not believing and embracing the 
gospel.



3. God’s power for a new community
Zechariah 12:10 - “And I will pour out on the house of David and 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem (the new community) a spirit of 
grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have 
pierced…” 

Jesus became the fountain of grace when his side was pierced on 
the cross. 

The power to be the new community of love and truth is possible 
only when you look at Jesus who suffered and was pierced on 
the cross for you. 

Jesus’ heart was pierced so that your heart could be made whole. 
Your heart is healed through the gospel so that you can lead 

others to find healing through the gospel.



3. God’s power for a new community
The love and honesty that God calls for in our 

relationships is indeed the difficult road—but we must 
take that road for the glory of our loving Father. 

Every day, in our relationships, we choose comfort and 
self-protection for self over sacrifice and risk for others. 

Where would you be if Jesus had chosen comfort and self-
protection?


