


Matthew 1:18–25 - Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  

19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly.  

20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit.



Matthew 1:18–25 - She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”  

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet:  

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us).  

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,  

25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 
And he called his name Jesus.



Your name was a big deal—it was your identity—a 
description of who you are. 

The naming event determined who you are and who 
would be your ultimate authority for the purpose, 
direction, and decisions of life. 

1 Samuel 25:25 - “…for as his name is, so is he.”



No one has the right to name Jesus because while he is 
born as a helpless child, he is also eternal God and the 
King of Kings. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Matthew 1:21 - “…for he will save his people from their 

sins.” 
Jesus = “The Lord saves.” 
Luke 19:10 - “…the Son of Man came to seek and save 

the lost.” 



Luke 9:51 – “…he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” 
Nothing could dissuade, rattle, or distract Jesus 
because he was driven by his mission to save his 
people. 

Mark 1:22 - “they were astonished at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one who had authority…” 

Jesus’ journey was littered with sorrow, pain, grief, and 
shame—BUT, Jesus never struggled with who he was 
and where he was going. 

Jesus was born to serve his Father and to save his 
people.



You can know who you are when you know whose you 
are. 

1. Who or whose are you? 
2. What’s your life purpose or highest priority?



1. Who or whose are you? 
Where do you get your identity? Who 

names you? 
I'd like to hold my head up and be proud 

of who I am, 
When they let me out of prison, I held my 

head up high, 
Determined I would rise above the shame. 
But no matter where I’m living, the black 

mark follows me, 
I'm branded with a number on my name.



1. Who or whose are you? 
We are all branded with some past and insecurity that we 

try to overcome by distinguishing ourselves with some 
kind of value. 

You work for a living, but it can also become your life. 
It’s easy to let your work name you, and become your 

authority, and drive you through life. 
If you live for some position—or wealth, and you lose that 

position—or wealth, you lose yourself. 
Kenny Chesney: 
There goes my life 
There goes my future, my everything.



"I was literally sitting there 
and thinking about killing 
myself and at that exact 
second I'm like, 'I'm nothing. 
What do I do anymore? And, 
no one [cares] about me 
anymore without this.'"



“My life is useless.”



The Atlantic (11/21/21) - “The Dangerous Experiment on 
Teen Girls” The preponderance of the evidence 
suggests that social media is causing real damage to 
adolescents.



Thaddeus Williams - “Self-Worship Is the World’s Fastest-Growing Religion.” 
84 percent of Americans believe that “enjoying yourself is the highest goal of 

life.” 
91 percent affirm this statement: “To find yourself, look within yourself.” 
Six sacred commandments of this ancient and yet still-trending religion: 
1. Your mind is the source and standard of truth – always trust yourself – 

the answers are within. 
2. Your emotions are authoritative, so follow your heart and never question 

(or let anyone else question) your feelings. 
3. You are sovereign, so live your truth and dreams. 
4. You are supreme, so glorify and enjoy yourself forever. 
5. You are the standard of goodness—so you don’t need to change (you are 

certainly not a sinner in need of grace). 
6. You are the Creator, so use that limitless creative power to craft your 

identity and purpose.



Where do you get your identity? 
Whose are you? 
Who or what is naming you and thus the authority of 
your life?



2 What are you living for? What is your 
purpose or priority? 

Your priorities and commitments are a revelation of 
your identity. 

You can be living for many of these things at the same 
time…so that you are different when you are at work—
and at home—and at church.  

When you allow God to constantly name you, you will 
be committed with an inner core of sameness in any 
situation.



Kevin wonderfully demonstrates an inner core of sameness
—an unrelenting passion and purpose that revolves around 
the mission of Christ. 

How do you get weaned from a wavering rotation of 
priorities that mostly revolve around you and embrace the 
single purpose that revolves around Jesus? 

We submit to allowing God to name us. 
John 1:11–12 - “He came to his own, and his own people did 

not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God…”  

This is our name – we are adopted into the family of God—
we are his sons and daughters.



Matthew 9:13 – “…I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” 

How do you become a sinner who relentlessly comes to 
Jesus as your Physician? 

You have to do is see that you have been trying to name 
yourself. 

You come to Jesus as your Savior who alone has satisfied 
all of the requirements to be acceptable before God. 

You can name yourself through your goodness—your 
morality—you have been going to church for years… 

You can try to be a good, decent person—and yet, feel 
guilty and unworthy.



Luke 3:22 - “a voice came from heaven, You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

You are my beloved son; with you I am well pleased. 
You are my beloved daughter; with you I well pleased. 
Zephaniah 3:17 - “The Lord your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing.” 

Lose yourself to find yourself. 
Be absorbed with yourself to lose your yourself.



Jesus lived the perfect life that you could not and 
suffered the death that you deserve so that you 
can be named as God’s son or daughter—and 
become a worker in the harvest—with deep love 
for God and others.


