
Study based on the sermon  
from Sunday, May 13, 2018, Philippians 2:14-18  

from the sermon series … 
 

  

When's the last time you had a really good look at the night sky? Describe the effect it had on you. 
 
On a scale of 1-5, how content are you right now? What factors did you consider in your rating?  

  

Philippians 2:1-18     Exodus 16:1-12 
 
The Israelites cried to God for deliverance from slavery, then complained about the conditions of their 
new freedom. What similarities do you find between that and Paul's message in Philippians 2 so far?  
 
Is all complaining tacitly blaming God? See Psalm 64 for an example of complaint. How is this different 
from what we often do? How do we know when we're crossing the line into grumbling against God? 
 
Paul said we are to shine like stars in a dark world. How does contentment in adverse circumstances 
contrast with most of the world around us? Have you had a friend or co-worker comment on this 
difference between you and others? How would you explain the reason for this if you were asked? 
 
Christians can come across as annoyingly perky people who wear rose-colored glasses and ignore serious 
problems. Is this what Paul is encouraging in 2:14? How do we bridge the gap between being prophets 
who address real ills in our world and pious "ostriches" with our heads in the sand?  
 
Do you know someone whose default is to complain about things? What effect does their attitude have 
on them and their environment? Now describe how you've seen a person's positive, cooperative spirit 
brighten the environment.  
 
Rob reminded us that lights are used to guide, warn, cheer, provide safety, and make things evident. 
How has a fellow believer been a light in one of these ways for you? How have you been a light for 
someone? 
 
Imagine the night sky with just a few stars shining. What would that be like? What does that suggest 
about the impact we each have on the world, even when it's not acknowledged? 

 

Act  Shine bright at home, work, and school this week. Ask God to show you one specific opportunity you 
have to provide a contrast . Share what happens with your group. 
 
Reflect  You are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in a dark world full of crooked and 
perverse people. Let your lives shine brightly before them.   Philippians 2:15b (NLT) 

 


