
Study based on the sermon  
from Sunday, December 16, 2018 

from the sermon series … 

The Gift of Giving 
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Share something that struck you from Rob’s sermon on Sunday. Did you have any major takeaways or 
lightbulb moments? 
 
What is the best Christmas gift you have ever given to someone else? 
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CT Philippians 4:14-19     2 Corinthians 8:1-7     Luke 6:38 
 
Re-read Philippians 4:14-19 as a group before starting your study. Paul affirmed the Philippians for their 
generous giving, but he also used them as an example as he wrote to other churches. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 8:1-7, why does Paul share the Philippians’ example with the church in Corinth? Why does he 
desire that they grow in this way? 
 
In his charge to the Philippians, Paul is remembering clearly the words of Jesus in Luke 6:38. How are their 
messages similar?  
 
None of the players here—Paul or the church in Philippi—are wealthy. We cannot assume, especially from 
their examples, that if we give generously then we will receive financial blessing in return. When we give, 
what do we receive? 
 
In verse 18, Paul offers strategic wording of the Philippians gifts as a fragrant offering and acceptable 
sacrifice. Here, Paul is referencing a common practice taught in the Old Testament of offering sacrifices to 
God. These sacrifices were of substantial financial value and were pleasing to God. Sacrificial giving was not a 
new thing for those who worshipped God! How was sacrificial giving for New Testament churches similar to 
and differentfrom the Old Testament model? 
 
Following the examples in Scripture, how should sacrificial giving look in the present-day church? How should 
it look in our individual lives? And, why is it of continued importance to God and to us? 

 

RE
SP

O
N

D
 

MAJOR TAKEAWAY: It is only hands and hearts that are open to give which will also be open to receive. 
 
THIS WEEK: Continued from last week…In the midst of the chaos of the Christmas season, don’t let yourself 
get swallowed by the things that can so easily distract. Consider practicing generosity by giving an end-of-the-
year gift to a ministry partner that goes beyond your regular habit of giving. Find a way to involve your whole 
family in giving sacrificially, and use the opportunity to teach them why we give to God’s kingdom work. 

 


