
Study based on the sermon  
from Sunday, November 11, 2018 

from the sermon series …  

The Lord is Near 
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Share something that struck you from Rob’s sermon on Sunday. Did you have any major takeaways or light 
bulb moments? 
 
Ask yourself “How am I aware of the Lord’s nearness?” 
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The Lord is near—spatially. 
Scripture reminds us that we have a God who is active with his people! He is an ever-present help in times of 
trouble (Psalm 46:1), near to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18), He lives in us through his Holy Spirit (1 John 
4:13)…can you recall accounts in the Bible that are a testament to God’s nearness?  
 
How aware are you of God’s nearness? Share a season where God’s presence was obvious for you?  
It has always been God’s desire to be close to his people. He even sent Jesus to live among us on earth! Read 
John 1:1-18. The “Word” in this passage refers to Jesus. How did Jesus coming to earth bring mankind closer 
to God? 
 
The Lord is near—temporally. 
We are living in the time between the first and second comings of Jesus. First, He came as a baby in a manger, 
purposed to die for our sins. Next, He will come as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, in power and glory. We 
as believers are in a season of waiting, but that probably isn’t something that we think about very much. Why 
does this “season of waiting” matter? 
 
How do you feel when you think of Christ’s return? Does it make you excited? Anxious? Why? 
 
Read Revelation 21:1-3 to get a picture of the promise of Jesus’ return. Finally God will live among his people! 
How should this truth affect the way we live? 
 
In either interpretation of “near” in this text, we should have the same takeaway: the nearer we get to God, 
the more we must become like Him. Whether it is to be close to Him now or to prepare for His arrival, God’s 
nearness should influence everything about us! 

 

RE
SP

O
N

D
 

Act   This week, consider how you might be able to be more regularly aware of God’s presence. The monk 
Brother Lawrence spent his life working on the art of a continual conversation with God. He really did “pray 
without ceasing!” Set a reminder on your phone, leave post-it notes on your mirror or the dashboard of your 
car…do something that reminds you throughout the day that the Lord is near to you! 
 
Reflect   “Think often on God, by day, by night, in your business and even in your diversions. He is always near 
you and with you; leave Him not alone.” –Brother Lawrence 

 


