
Study based on the sermon 
from Sunday, October 14, 2018 

from the sermon series…  
 
 

Citizens of Heaven 
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 Where do you come from? What different places have you called home? 

 
What is a defining characteristic of your identity? (e.g. fan of a certain sports team, resident of this or 
that town, member of a particular community organization, student or parent of a specific school ,etc.) 
 
Did anything strike you as you listened to the sermon from Rob on Sunday? 
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 Philippians 3:20-21     2 Corinthians 5:1 

 
Why did Paul choose the word “citizenship” in this section of his letter to the Philippians? What kind of 
colony was Philippi? 
 
Roman citizenship was incredibly important to the colony in Philippi. It was their identity! How might the 
Philippians have reacted to having their Roman citizenship compared with their heavenly ones? How 
would a heavenly citizenship change their priorities? 
 
Even living away from Rome physically, the Philippians still operated as Roman citizens. On Sunday, Rob 
pointed out that we should take a cue from this Roman colony and live as a colony of heaven’s citizens, 
even though we are currently far from heaven.  
 
With that in mind, do a self-check. Think about the way you conduct yourself and live your life. Are you 
honoring your true, eternal identity as a “heavenly citizen”? 
 
How does being a citizen of heaven influence the way you see your earthly community? If you have 
never thought about this before, how can you alter your thinking to have this eternal perspective? 
 
In 2 Corinthians 5:1, Paul refers to our present bodies as “earthly tents”—totally flimsy and temporary. 
How does this influence your perspective of the things going on in your life right now? What does Paul 
go on to say we have to look forward to? 
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 Act   What could you do this week to bring heaven to earth in your neighborhood, your school, your 

family, or your workplace? 

 
Reflect   Sometimes our temporary lives distract us from “eagerly awaiting” the coming of our Savior. 
Think about heaven this week and thank our good God for preparing a place for us there with Him. 
 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’” Revelation 21:1-4 

 


