
Study based on the sermon 
from September 17, 2017, Subverted by Religion, 

from the sermon series ... 
 

 

Better than Religious 
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 What questions did Sunday’s sermon raise for you? What will stick with you? 
 
What are you grateful for? What’s stressing you out? 
 
What is the best welcome you’ve ever received? How did it make you feel about yourself? About the 
people who welcomed you?  
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 Romans 14:1-15:9 

 
Paul lays out helpful principles for how believers should treat each other, new believers and how all of 
that affects the reputation of Christians. Why should we care what non-Christians think of us (15:7-9)?  
 
One principle is that those who are “strong” should put up with the failings of the “weak”. What does he 
mean by “strong” and “weak” believers? What kinds of behaviors is he talking about? 
 
How do we balance Paul’s counsel to “not judge” one another (Romans 14:10, 13) with his counsel that 
we are to “teach and admonish one another” (Colossians 3:16)? When is correction important or best 
done? Why do we like to judge others—what does it provide for us? 
 
When you do something wrong, when you violate a rule at work or someone’s preference, how do you 
like to be corrected?  
 
When have you felt like an outsider, either at church or elsewhere? What did people do, or not do, to 
make you feel like an outsider? 
 
What principles can we draw from Paula Hearn’s story* of how a church welcomed her and Jeff, at that 
time young pot-smoking hippies who lived together (when that was a lot less common)? How did the 
church respond to their ignorance about Christian values and practices? Share a more current example 
or situation you’ve run into recently. Given these ideas, how would you handle it?   
 
“Fun and friendly” is the phrase Paula used to describe the minister and the members of the church they 
attended as a young couple. Is that something we should aspire to be? What two words would non-
Christians use to describe you? To describe our church? 
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 Act    Pay attention this week to 1) how often you correct someone, or think about doing it; 2) how “fun 
and friendly” you are with others. Does something need to change?   
 
Reflect      We who are strong ought to put up with the failing of the weak, and not to please ourselves.    
Romans 15:1 
  

 
  
 * see back side for the Hearn's story. 



 

Paula and Jeff Hearn’s story 
 
My husband Jeff and I were 70's hippie kids.....bell bottoms, tie dye, long hair (Jeff had a ponytail then), and 
peace signs. Neither one of us grew up in church homes so had not given much thought to God or faith. So we 
were totally products of our culture and we just went along with the flow. Our goal was to have fun, feel groovy, 
and go to lots of music festivals. But something unexpected happened. We met a fun and friendly minister! 
 
He married Jeff's brother and sister -in-law and he invited us to come to his church sometime! My sister had 
been saved at a Billy Graham crusade and she started visiting this same church. She kept inviting us too. So we 
went to this church and as it turns out the whole church was filled with fun and friendly people! They welcomed 
us, embraced us, and kept inviting us to all kinds of stuff . The even invited us to hang out with them. So we 
started hanging out with them.  
 
The fun and friendly minister, like all good ministers, wanted to be sure we knew they were all about Jesus. He 
wanted us to know who Jesus is, what Jesus has done for us, and would we surrender our lives to Jesus, obey 
Him, learn more about Him and be baptized? We said, "We’ll give it a try!" So Jeff and I and my sister Pam were 
all baptized in November of 1974. 
 
They instantly got us involved in several things...we had important jobs like serving snacks to the youth. We got 
invited to be in a bible study with 5-6 couples of all different ages. We weren't the very youngest but we were 
definitely the least knowledgeable about the Bible and the Christian life. We were so curious! We asked a lot of 
questions and our group was just so comfortable.  
 
I remember asking "what's the big emphasis on marriage?" "I think living together is fine,works for me." and 
“Why in the world do you call some of your members 'elders?' What does that even mean? It makes me think of 
an ancient tribal chieftain". 
 
I remember one night with the group, asking "what do you guys think about smoking pot?" It did get kind of 
quiet. I remember the youth minister kind of smiling and then he asked me, "what do you think?" And I said I 
like it! I don't remember much being said or any definitive answer that night, maybe a couple of comments like 
hmmmmm and interesting. Several weeks later though, we were looking at the verse about don't get drunk on 
wine but be filled with the Holy Spirit. One of the ladies, referring back to my smoking pot question said "this is 
why I don't smoke pot, I don't want anything other than the Holy Spirit to have control of me". That hit home. I 
understood that.  
 
So we just kept asking questions, we like to ponder changes so we didn't rush into anything. But we were all the 
time growing in our love for these friends, for God, for God’s word (they were big on bible study), and for God's 
ways....and so our choices started changing and so of course our choices began changing us. We started looking 
and acting more like a Jesus follower. 
 
I often think about how different our faith journey would have been if our friends would have been more "Chop, 
chop, get it together" kind of people. What if they would have said "now listen you two, you need to go get 
married, quit smoking whatever you're smoking and for Pete’s sakes, get a haircut."  
How would our faith journey have played out? 
But they didn't, they were not uncomfortable with our questions because they were comfortable with not 
having all the answers. They trusted in God's provision to answer these two young ignorant hippie kids.  
 
That’s what I pray for our fellowship here, that we won't be "chop chop, get it together people" but that we'll be 
a people who so love God that we will love others into this life changing relationship with Jesus. That we will be 
people who invite and embrace and include and allow all kinds of questions. Amen? Amen. 


