
Study based on the sermon 
from September 10, 2017, Placated by Prosperity, 

from the sermon series ... 
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 What did Rob say that made you squirm uncomfortably in your seat? 
 
What are you celebrating? What is stressing you out? 
 
Which best describes how American culture typically sees wealthy people: 1) smart, deserving, and 
successful; or 2) short-sighted, foolish, and failures? 
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 Luke 12:13-34 

 
What request prompted Jesus to tell the story about the rich fool? How is Jesus’ response surprising? 
Would you have seen this as a question of greed, or of fairness? Why did Jesus “go there”? 
 
How was the rich man directed by his growing wealth? Did he view it as a gift or an entitlement? How did 
this weaken his compassion? What might he have done with his surplus grain if he had seen it as a gift 
from God? 
 
Given this passage and Rob’s sermon, put into your own words a biblical Christian view of wealth. How 
should a follower of Christ see and use their money? 
 
Do you ever feel like you’ve fallen into the same trap as the rich man in this parable? Why do we work so 
hard for stuff that won’t last (v. 20)? How is giving to the poor a better investment of our wealth (v. 33)? 
 
What concrete steps can we take to loosen the grip our possessions have on us? How can we make 
giving a natural response that comes more easily and feels less threatening? 
 
How does complaining reveal a sense of entitlement? To what are Christians entitled (Rom. 8:17)?   
What attitudes or actions reveal that Christians are more interested in earthly treasures than heavenly 
ones? 
 
How does appreciating the real riches you have in relationship with Christ help you fight the pull toward 
self-focused wealth and the dangers of a false “prosperity gospel” (on back)?  
 
How can we become known for our generosity and justice instead of our judgment and self-satisfaction?   
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 Act in Grace    Fight your sense of entitlement—play around with generosity this week! Give something 
you value (money, your lunch, your place in line when you’re in a hurry) away. Note how it makes you 
feel, and share the experience with someone. Go crazy, and set yourself FREE! 
 
Think on Truth    Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 
Sell your possessions and give to the poor.    Luke 12:53 
 



Some common traits of false prosperity teaching: 
+ Little, if any, mention of Jesus’ words about self-denial, taking up our crosses, or dying to the flesh (Luke 
9:23; Matthew 10:38, 16:24). 
+ Inordinate focus on the gratification of earthly wants rather than spiritual transformation (Romans 8:29). 
+ Faith and positivity, not obedience to God’s commands, is the prerequisite to His blessing (Jeremiah 18:10). 
+ A marked absence of any teaching on the necessity of suffering in the life of a believer (2 Timothy 
2:12; 3:12; Romans 8:17; Philippians 1:29). 
+ The only attributes of God ever mentioned are love and generosity. Scant attention is given to His holiness, 
justice, and righteousness (Ephesians 4:22–23). 
+ Neither the wrath of God against sin nor the coming judgment is ever mentioned (Romans 2:5; 1 Peter 4:5).  
+ Forgiveness is emphasized but with very little explanation of the repentance that was so important to Jesus 
and the disciples (Matthew 4:17; Mark 6:12; Acts 2:38). 
 


