
SAVE THESE DATES 
Week of April 21, 2019 

 

ATTENTION PLEASE:  Pastor Joseph will be away on 
Study Leave from Monday, April 22nd until Monday, April 
29th.  During his absence Rev. Douglas Patterson will be 
the emergency contact person and he can be reached at 
416-282-7434 
 
COMMUNITY VISITATION: Please join us on Saturday, 
April 27th as we meet first at the Church at 2:00 p.m. for 
prayer and then go out and invite our Community to visit 
our Church.  We have seen recent visitors attend as a 
result of these visits.  
 
W.IN.G.S. LADIES BREAKFAST: Saturday, April 27th at 
9:00 a.m.  Carol Morris on behalf of the Leprosy Mission 
of Canada (effect:hope) will be a Special Speaker and 
Bob Herd will have a special presentation for you called 
“It’s Magic”.  Cost is $5:00 per person.   
 
WEDDING SHOWER: Friday, May 10th at 7:00 p.m. for 
Giani Celemin / Jonas Matundan.  For more information 
or to contribute to a group gift please speak to either 
David or Christine Townsend at 905-426-1676 or by 
email at jdavidtownsend143@gmail.com . The websites 
mentioned below are where you can purchase gifts from 
the couple’s gift registry with The Bay or Walmart. 

https://registry.thebay.com/registry/view-registry/giani-
jonas 

http://www.walmart.ca/en/registry/wedding/gl337780135 

SUMMER SPORTS CAMP: July 29 to August 2, 2019 
Registration Forms now available for pickup from 
counter where the Ushers stand. 

REMINDERS 
5¢ / MEAL FOOD DRIVE: Last Sunday of the Month. 
KNITTING CIRCLE: Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.  
WALK FIT CLASS: Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.  
CHOIR: REHEARSAL: Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  
PRAYER MEETING: Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.  
YOUTH GROUP: Fridays at 7:00 p.m. 
COMMUNITY VISITATION: April 27th at 2:00 pm 

 
UPDATES 

 
LOWER LEVEL FLOORING UPDATE: 
Balance needed as at April 15 =    $5,484.00. 
 
You are invited to make a contribution to this fund by 
noting on your envelope that the donation is for the 
flooring replacement. 
 

TESTIMONIES (Membership) 
 

CAMITA BURRELL: In 2009 I moved from Mississauga 
to Scarborough to take care of my parents. This move 
meant that I would not be able to attend church in 
Mississauga due to the distance, however I prayed to 
God for his guidance and direction in finding a church 
that would be a good fit. 

In the meantime, my visit to Bridlewood Presbyterian 
church with my parents, turned out to be a blessing. I 
remember how small the church was and everyone was 
extremely friendly, and I even got some hugs that day at 
the church. I felt special and included right away without 
reservation, without hesitation, and I was welcomed with 
open arms like Christ would have done. 

Since attending Bridlewood Presbyterian Church for over 
10 years, I decided this was the church I wanted to be a 
part of and to participate in its membership. During the 
time of my attendance at the church I have been 
involved in the church as a Greeter and as well as 
Sunday coffee fellowship, I also participated as an 
attendee for W.I.N.G.S. 

I am thoroughly enjoying my commitment to God and the 
church. To God be the glory. 

KEN MICHELL:  When I was six, I prayed for Jesus to 
come into my heart and be the Lord of my life. It was just 
after attending an after-school bible study hosted by a 
neighbour. I remember stopping on Burnaby Blvd, near 
Avenue Rd and Eglinton, and praying for forgiveness 
and that Jesus would be my Saviour. When I was 
sixteen, I was baptized in the church we attended and 
was a member there into my adult years.  

 

 

In the last 18 years, since coming to Bridlewood, I 
worked simultaneously at Knox Presbyterian Church 
(downtown) and was committed and embedded in two 
worshiping communities. My Sunday mornings were 
spent at Bridlewood while my Sunday evenings were at 
Knox. It was a great reminder that our welcome into 
God’s family is indeed an invitation to join a really big 
family that’s spread across our city, our world and 
throughout the ages.  
 
But it was also a challenge to feel more deeply 
connected as I had the responsibility of both 
communities. And when it came to membership, my 
heart was pulled in two directions. Last August, after 
finishing up my time at Knox, I thought it was about time 
that I become a member at Bridlewood – to deepen my 
commitment and connection to a church family that has 
always been just that – a family – to me. 
 
SANDRA SINGH: I was baptized when I was a few 
months old as a child. I attended Sunday school and 
Church regularly at the Green Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Trinidad.  I migrated to Canada and attended 
our neighbourhood church for over 25 years. I wanted to 
leave this assembly for a long time and did not know 
how to but I finally did.  I started my search for a new 
church and visited a few churches and finally came to 
Bridlewood Presbyterian. To my surprise I saw Evelyn 
McKnight, whom I knew from my walking class.  After the 
service, many of the members came up and introduced 
themselves and welcomed me, including the Pastor. It 
was such a nice warm feeling, I was so touched. Pastor 
Joseph Choi was speaking on the book of Ruth and I 
could not wait to come back for the rest of the message. 
 
During the next few weeks I felt like this is where I 
belonged and wanted to be a part of this church, that 
was 3 years ago. Since then I have made some 
wonderful friends and enjoyed attending the different 
activities at the church. My life has been very challenging 
and when I look back I am still amazed how Jesus 
answered my prayers and has guided me, he placed 
people in my life who have helped me and given me the 
strength to carry on. I believe prayer is the most powerful 
tool in my life and have learned that Jesus is always in  

 
 
control and nothing is possible without him in it. I trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart. 
 

TESTIMONIES CONT’D.(Baptism) 

SARA ABBASI:  My husband and I were born in a 
muslim family. From the childhood we have to carry out 
the order of islam. They were telling us if you didn’t do 
islamic rules, you will be punished and you will go to the 
hell. So we always afraid from our God. But after a while, 
I asked myself if he wasn’t my creator so why? And a lot 
of Questions arose in my mind.  

One day we got acquainted with an Armenian person in 
an accident. I asked him how is your God? He told me:  
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten son that the world through Him might be 
saved.” But when we came to Canada and we realized 
that we couldn’t go back to our homeland anymore, we 
understand that he has chosen us and we believed in 
him. He saved us from the darkness and regained our 
birth.  
Now we are the daughters and sons of God. 
 
RUBY CHEN: Looking back at my life now I suddenly 
realize that God has been guiding me to come to Him for 
more than 20 years. I first heard about Christ from an 
American lady who was teaching English in China at that 
time. She once told me that God called her to go to 
China to help Chinese people and so she did after going 
through a period of struggle. From then on a few more 
Christians came into my life. Even though I didn’t 
understand their belief but I had a very good impression 
of their genuineness, openness, and honesty. 

Soon after I came to Canada, I went to Sunday Bible 
study at a church for a while just to learn some culture 
background about this country. Gradually I had more and 
more understanding about the Bible. To some point, I 
even thought about getting baptized. I was kind of 
expecting a sign or a revelation to make that move, but 
nothing happened. Life was good and I was busy with 
other things so my faith stopped growing and gradually 
withered.  

https://registry.thebay.com/registry/view-registry/giani-jonas
https://registry.thebay.com/registry/view-registry/giani-jonas
http://www.walmart.ca/en/registry/wedding/gl337780135


 

It is said that the end of man is the beginning of God. My 
experience proved it. A few years ago, I became 
unemployed and also had some serious health issues. 
Suddenly I lost orientation in life. It is this experience that 
urged me to search for the true meaning of life, and I 
found God. 

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I came to 
understand what the sinful human nature means and 
how it broke our connection with God, and how Jesus, 
only Jesus, the truth, light, and the way of life can bring 
us back to God, the source of our life. This 
enlightenment is such a grace that I am now 
experiencing a new life. I see the changes in myself. 
There may be more trials ahead, but I will never lose 
hope and the purpose of life, because Jesus will protect 
and help me so that my faith will not fail but become 
more mature.   

I have been attending the service at Bridlewood for a few 
years. My faith journey took its baby’s steps here, and 
last year achieved a big leap. The people here, the small 
group Bible study and the choir all cherish me along the 
way. I am forever grateful for this. Now I am ready to 
announce my faith to the public and become a member 
of the Bridlewood Congregation. I look forward to getting 
baptized this Easter to become a part of the body of 
Christ. 

CHRISTINE GOMES: I was born and raised in a Christian 
family background.  I have always had the pleasure of 
going to church and learning about the word of God.  Even 
though I was brought up with Christian teachings and 
beliefs I’ve had to endure many trials and tribulations that 
at one point also put my fate to test.  I know for a fact I 
could not make it this far if I didn’t had God in my life.  I’m 
a strong believer of faith but sometimes tragedies make 
us question our faith in God.  I would like to tell you today 
that the one great purposeful thing that has impacted my 
life tremendously over the years is the power of prayers.  
Over the last six years my family went through two tragic 
events which forever left an indelible mark in our lives.  In 
2013, one of my brothers was tragically killed in an 
accident.  At the time of his death he was 33 years old, 
married with one son.   

 

Given the fact, we were a very closely knit family his death 
hit us hard.  I remembered for a long time after his death 
I was in complete disbelief and denial.  I could not accept 
reality. I remembered questioning myself ‘is this a dream’.  
I prayed so much for God to give me and my family the 
strength we needed to overcome our grief.  Today I want 
to say thank you God for giving me the faith that I needed 
to hold on strongly to your grace.  

Four years later, tragedy struck again, this time, my eldest 
brother passed away suddenly, leaving a wife and four 
children.  At the time he was only 46 years old.  I 
remembered praying and asking God ‘why, why’ ‘why my 
family again God”.  

Again I prayed hard for the strength and courage that we 
so desperately needed at that time.  Prayer indeed 
changes things.  Had it not been for my calling to God in 
prayers, I don’t think I would have been able to give this 
testimony today.   I believe the endurance of the passing 
of two siblings was God’s way of calling me to have a 
closer walk with him and in so doing myself and Jeremey 
are please to have our sons, Jaden and Justin baptized.  
In starting this new chapter we asked for God’s continued 
blessings into our lives and pray that we are given the 
continued wisdom, knowledge and understanding that we 
need to nurture them into obedient children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MISSION MOMENTS 
 

April 21: Earth Day (April 22) 
 
On Earth Day, we reflect on the uniqueness of God’s 
creation and the ecosystems that nourish us. Extreme 
weather, triggered by greenhouse gas emissions, can 
make it difficult for small-scale farmers in the global 
south to meet their food needs and earn liveable 
incomes. In Guatemala, Haiti, Malawi and Nicaragua, 
PWS&D is empowering farmers to learn sustainable, 
environmentally-friendly farming techniques that both 
heal the earth and improve crop yields.  
 
 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


