
Tami Salisbury, Food Coordinator

Greetings!

I’m supposed to tell you my life history.  The first thing you should know about me is I 
love hugs and laughter. 

I promise to leave out a lot of details as I was born and raised in Northwest Detroit 74 
years ago. I went to public schools until it was deemed by my parents to send me to a 
private girls school, Liggett, with several other girls from our Episcopal Church. My dad 
hated boys. I always wondered why. LOL. Actually it was great fun and we still celebrate 
class reunions. 

My next few years were spent at Eastern Michigan University where I received my 
Bachelors Degree in Education and Social Science. I taught 3rd grade in Wayne/
Westland for four years. I was married in 1966.

My marriage of 15 years ended leaving me with two beautiful children, Michael and Joy. 
I will tell you more about them a little later.

After the divorce and my fathers’ death, I went into the family manufacturing business 
my father started in 1942. I became president of the company in 1991.  In the spring of 
2003, we closed the business as we could no longer compete with foreign competition.

I never wanted to be the boss again. I just wanted to work for someone else. I was 
burned out. I decided to follow my creative side and went to work for LazyBoy Galleries 
in the fall of 2003 where I became assistant manager within 6 months ... so much for not 
being a boss.

The next job was at Greenpath as a bankruptcy counselor. I decided to retire when my 
grandson Mikey was born in 2008. 

My son Michael is married to wonderful Sandi and has one fabulous son Mickey who is 
now 11 years old and in Middle school. They live in Sonoma, California.

Joy (who passed away in March of 2018) gave me four wonderful grandchildren. Laural 
will be 21 in February and is studying to be a Vet Tech. Kylie and Sean (twins) will 
graduate high school this June. Kylie is planning on going to the police academy. Sean 
is going to pursue engineering and Robotics. Nicky (our baby from her second 
marriage) is 7. It should be noted that Joy's second marriage was to a very special man 
who adopted her 3 children and truly claims them as his own. What a blessing!

Sorry, not as short as I hoped. I came to Hope with my Aunt Laura in January 1996. I 
have been here ever since. Hope is my faith home. I am currently serving as Hope's 
food coordinator for the second time. It is like giving a party every week. I want to be a 
"hostess with the mostess" and use my gift of hospitality. I love my job and all the 



people who help and support my ministry. I am also a Stephens Minister and try to help 
Donnie with Youth Group on Sunday nights. I love those kids. How lucky can one girl 
be?

My most embarrassing moment:  Too many to mention.

Favorite Bible verse: John 14: 1-2

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you.


