
Dear Hope community, 

We bring to you the most joyful update. After many months of diligent work, careful discernment, and abundant 
prayer, the members of the Call Committee made the unanimous decision to recommend a candidate for 
Senior Pastor to Hope’s Strategic Planning Council (SPC). Recently, SPC met to receive and review the 
recommendation and voted unanimously to present this candidate to you, the members of Hope Lutheran 
Church. 

Pastor Kristin Swenson comes to us from a unique bi-vocational call as both an ELCA Pastor and a Chaplain in 
the United States Air Force. A graduate of Luther Seminary, Pastor Swenson spent her first years in ministry as 
a pastor in Eau Claire, Wisconsin before answering the call to serve her country and her fellow airmen as a 
Military Chaplain. Her most recent assignment brought her to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio 
as Branch Chief/Chaplain.  

Pastor Swenson’s service in the Air Force, as you might imagine, has taken her ministry to multiple states and 
countries around the world. As military chaplain she provides preaching, teaching, and pastoral care as well as 
spiritual support for not just Lutherans, but all military members and their families regardless of faith 
background.  

Feeling led to return to parish ministry, Pastor Swenson sought a call where she could serve as part of a 
dynamic ministry team in a faith community deeply committed to ministering to ALL people. At the same time, 
we the people of Hope, embarked on the journey to call a Senior Pastor who has not only exceptional ministry 
skills and experience, and also our same shared values. We truly marvel at the work of the Holy Spirit in this 
process.   

Pastor Kristin Swenson will join us for a visit at Hope to meet the staff, tour the community, preach and preside 
at Sunday services (both in-person and online), and meet and greet with members after service on Sunday, 
October 9th, 2022 followed by a 12:30 PM Special Congregational Meeting where a vote will be held to 
extend a formal call. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 

Lastly, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to the entire Hope community. Throughout this process 
you have journeyed with us, advised us, discerned with us, hoped with us, and prayed with us. And together, 
we stand ready to answer God’s call to the next phase of ministry here at Hope Lutheran Church.  

In Christ, 

Amy Finley  
President, Strategic Planning Council (SPC) 
Sent of behalf of SPC and the Call Committee 

Hope Lutheran Church
39200 W 12 Mile Rd, Farmington Hills MI 48331 | Office 248-553-7170 | Hope-Lutheran-Church.com


