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I was born in Columbia, SC, graduated from high school there and went to a small 
Lutheran liberal arts college, Newberry College in SC. I have 2 amazing daughters, 
Katie (in Denver, Colorado) who has two daughters, 14 and 9 and Nancy (New Hudson, 
MI) who has 1 son and another on the way. Being a mother was my very best job. Being 
a grandmother has been life’s greatest gift. I stopped working in 2014 and found myself 
retiring in MI, which was NOT part of the plan. However, my daughter, Nancy, and her 
husband, Chris, asked me to come to MI to take care of the new baby, Finley, who is 
now 3. This was not a hard decision. As a lifelong Lutheran with a few pit stops in 
Methodist, Celtic Catholic and Episcopalian churches (not all at the same time), I was 
looking at ELCA Lutheran churches within a 10 mile radius of our Novi home. Hope was 
the first church I visited and after many Sundays elsewhere, it is where I came back. I 
spent my professional life in some sort of customer service area with an emphasis on 
project management and process development and had a lot of wonderful experiences. 
I have not missed working at all. I love retirement. And yet, here I am. Working in the 
church office is not like work. It is so nice to be able to share some of my skills without 
all of the pressure. For me it’s a dream “job”. 

Most Embarrassing Moment: Seriously only one? I could go on for days. Suffice it to 
say, that recently it would be that I seem to cry every time I “read” in church. From the 
betrayal of Jesus by Judas (how could he?) to the impending death of Isaac at the 
hands of his father, Abraham (what parent would ever concede to such a command?) 
brought tears. 

Favorite Bible Verse: Psalm 118:24 “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it,” is the way I greet each morning quickly followed by Psalm 46:10 “Be 
still and know that I am God…”. These verses remind me to embrace the gift of a new 
day and be reminded that I need to be quiet and still if I am to hear God.


