
Pastor Kristin Swenson, Senior Pastor 

Hello! 

I am honored and excited to be serving as Hope’s Senior Pastor.  Life has taken me through 
many surprising twists and turns, and it has been an incredible ride.  The line “if you want to 
hear God laugh, tell him your plans” fits me preGy well! 

I spent the first half of my childhood as a military kid, growing up in Colorado, New Mexico, 
California, then finally landing in Fargo, North Dakota, which is where I call home.  I aGended 
the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs with ambiOons of becoming a NASA engineer, 
only to have God change those plans and call me into ministry as both a pastor and Air Force 
chaplain.  APer graduaOng from the Academy, I spent a year serving in the Air Force in New 
Mexico before pursuing my call to ministry and aGending Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  While in seminary, I worked part-Ome as a youth minister and completed my 
pastoral internship in South Dakota.  Following graduaOon, I was ordained and served as a 
pastor in Eau Claire, Wisconsin for two years while also serving as a chaplain in the Air Force 
Reserve.  God then called me to full Ome acOve duty chaplaincy with the Air Force, where over 
ten years I served in Texas, Qatar, Germany, Turkey, Texas (again!), Washington D.C., and most 
recently, Ohio.   

God surprised me again by calling me back to congregaOonal ministry, which brought me here 
to Hope.  I conOnue to serve in the Air Force Reserve as a chaplain along with my call as pastor, 
and I am thankful to the Hope community for extending our ministry to military members and 
families by supporOng me to serve in this way. 

I love to travel, explore, and try new things (especially food!), and I enjoy being outdoors, 
especially on a run or a hike.  I am thrilled that God has led me here to the Detroit area, and I’m 
eager to experience all “Pure Michigan” has to offer! 

One of my favorite Bible passages is Joshua 1:1-9 – God’s charge to Joshua to lead God’s people, 
and God’s promise to be with him through it all.  These words have guided me through the 
many places I’ve been called to serve, and they provide encouragement when facing any new 
challenge. 

I welcome you to our community at Hope, and I look forward to meeOng you!


