
Paraments – 2020 
 
In the Western church, we have (more or less) standardized on a set of colors to use in worship 
spaces and for worship leaders’ garments that are intended to convey the season we are in as 
well as something of the character of that season. The colors used in most Presbyterian 
churches, including ours, are: 
 

Green: Green is the default color. Green is the color of vegetation, therefore it is 
the color of life. Green is the color for the time after Epiphany and before Lent, and 
the time after Pentecost and before Advent begins. These two seasons are also 
called ‘Ordinary Time’ because the Sundays have no names, just ordinal numbers. 
First Presbyterian Church, Elizabethton has elected to refer to second period of 
Ordinary Time (between Pentecost and Advent) as Creationtide, capturing the idea 
of vegetation and life as noted above. 

Purple: In antiquity, purple dye was very expensive. Lydia in Acts 16:14 was a 
businesswoman who dealt in purple, so she must have been the first-century 
equivalent of a millionaire. Since purple was so expensive, and since only wealthy 
people could afford it, it came to signify wealth, power, and royalty. Purple is now 
used for the seasons of Advent and Lent as a symbol of preparation for Jesus’ 
incarnation and resurrection. 

White: The New Testament consistently uses white to describe angels and the risen 
Lord (see Matthew 17:2 and 28:3, Mark 9:3 and 16:5, John 20:12, Acts 1:10, and 
throughout Revelation.) In the ancient Church, people were given white tunics (albs, 
the same garment Brian wears most Sundays) as soon as they emerged from the 
waters of baptism. White is the color for the seasons of Christmas (12 days) and 
Easter (50 days). White is also the color for funerals, since it is the color of the 
Resurrection, for weddings, regardless of the season, and for secular holidays that 
are observed in the church. 

Red: Red is the color of blood and of fire, so is used for the last week of Lent, called 
Holy Week and for Pentecost Sunday (because fire is a sign of the Holy Spirit in Acts 
2, and the reason for the candles in worship). Red is also used for ordinations and 
installations as a sign that the Holy Spirit is at work. 

Blue: Blue has come to replace purple during Advent in some churches. It may be 
for one of two reasons: Blue is a color associated with Mary, often referred to as 
the Queen of Heaven in ancient Christian texts. Blue is Mary’s color because the 
heavens are blue, and so in much of the Christian art of antiquity, Mary is wearing 
blue. The other symbolism associated with blue may actually be the color indigo, 
the color of the sky right before sunrise, and therefore a color of hope. 



Season of 
Christmas / 
Epiphany / 
Baptism 

White 25 December 2019 through 12 January 2020 

The Season of 
Epiphany 

Green 13 January through 16 February 

Transfiguration: White 23 February 

The Season of 
Lent 

Purple 26 February through 9 April 

The Season of 
Easter 

White 12 April through 24 May 

Pentecost Red 31 May 

Trinity White 7 June 

Ordinary Time /  
Creation Tide 

Green 14 June through 15 November 
(exception: first Sunday in November) 

Christ the King /  
Reign of Christ 

White 22 November 2020 

The Season of 
Advent 

Blue 29 November through 20 December 2020 

Season of 
Christmas /  
Epiphany /  
Baptism 

White 24 December 2020 through 10 January 2021 

Special Worship Services:  
• White for baptisms, weddings, funerals, and secular holidays. 


