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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Friends,

As I sit down to write this letter, I took the opportunity to read through all of the other reports in-
cluded in this booklet. Being reminded of all the work and the joys and the growth we have shared 
in together over the past twelve month is such a blessing, and I am so grateful to be a part of this 
community. The reports that follow provide some insight into many of the wonderful times we’ve 
shared in 2018. Even with everything they highlight, we have surely missed just as many more holy 
moments and cherished memories. Likewise, the joys I mention below are not exhaustive by any 
means, but do capture a few of the highlights that I have personally found great joy in being a part 
of with you.

This past year saw the start of a new outreach we have called EveryONE Counts. Every Sunday we 
as a church have committed to give $1 for each person in worship to one of five local or interna-
tional aid ministries. No matter what else we do on Sunday, we know that our coming together to 
worship has made a difference not only in our own lives, but has contributed to making our com-
munity a better place.

June and July brought an opportunity to share in a pulpit 
exchange with the Rev. David Prentice-Hyers, a native 
of Elizabethton, TN, who serves as the pastor of Troon 
Old Parish Church in Troon, Scotland. As David led us 
through a summer worship series on Celtic spirituality 
here at FPCe, I had the opportunity to meet the wonder-
ful congregation of folks in Troon, share a worship series 
on the parables of Jesus, and spend the summer exploring 
Scotland with Sarah and Wallace. I am so deeply grateful 

to my church family in Elizabethton for making that pulpit exchange possible. It’s an experience I 
will cherish for the rest of my life.

We also welcomed a student intern this summer--Emily Morrell. Emily worked this summer as a 
worship leader, a volunteer with different outreach programs in the community including Shep-
herd’s Inn, she taught Sunday school classes and facilitated Thursdays With Jesus discussions, and 
shared her wisdom and experience with us for ten wonderful weeks.

As we moved into the fall, we joined in the first annual Tri-Pride festival in Johnson City with over 
30 volunteers marching or helping in various ways. In an event inviting people to take pride in who 
they are, I certainly felt proud to be a part of a church that welcomes people just as they are and 
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Pastor’s Letter Cont’d
unabashedly proclaims God’s irrevocable love for all people.

As 2018 wound to a close, our Stewardship, Finance, and Personnel Committee led us through an 
overwhelmingly successful pledge campaign for 2019, setting us on firm financial footing for the 
years ahead.

I am so grateful for our church family, and for your support of my family. I am honored to be a 
part of a progressive Christian community in this place, to share in the witness of this church to the 
larger community and to work together with you as we strive to join in co-creating the kingdom of 
heaven in this place. I look forward to sharing in this ministry with you in the year ahead!
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Clerk of Session Report
Session Meetings
Session held seven regularly scheduled meetings and three called meetings. A quorum was present at 
each meeting. Two Congregational meetings were led in 2018; a) January 28 to elect the nominat-
ing committee and receive the 2017 Annual Report and b) December 6 for the election of deacons 
and elders to begin service in 2019.

Holston Presbytery Meetings
Session was not represented by a participating elder for the March Meeting. Rebecca Nunley (June 
2 held at FPCe), Devonna Coleman (September 4) and Kathy Wing (December 4) represented 
FPCe at quarterly Holston Presbytery meetings. Each elder provided reports of the Presbytery meet-
ings during the Session meeting immediately following.

New Members
Five new members joined our church in 2018 as follows; Robin Westphal and Thomas Watterson 
(Reaffirmation of Faith), Merry Miller and Joan Denny (transfer of letter), Gene Thune (Baptism/
Affirmation of Faith).

Holy Communion
Holy Communion was celebrated monthly as well as special services including Maundy Thursday, 
Easter, World Communion Sunday, and the annual Christmas dinner.



2018 FPCe Annual Report5

Deaths 
Ruling Elder Wanda Dean White passed away September 22, 2018. 

Baptisms
Gene Thune was received in membership by Baptism.

Births
No births were noted.

Transfers
Eloise Jurgens, Jim Sutton and Scott Gurdak requested transfers of membership. Letters of transfer 
were forwarded as requested. Merry Miller and Joan Denny’s transfer of membership to our congre-
gation were received and accepted. 

2018 Elders & Deacons
Serving in the class of 2020 are: Tamlyn Bernhausen, Mike Rose, Lydia Roane, and Rebecca Nun-
ley. Existing previously ordained Elders are Pat Buck, Devonna Coleman, Roddy Bird, Kathy Wing, 
Bill Kirkwood, Sue Farthing, Gary Barrigar and Julia Rogers.

Ordained and installed to serve in 2018 are: Ralph Parr, Lee Kirkwood and Jill Oxendine. Existing 
previously ordained Deacons are Tony Hedrick, Jennifer Gardner, Jan Barnett, Aubrie Abernathy, 
Kathe Crossley and Beverly Brown.

Ordination of 2019 Elders & Deacons
Congregational meeting of Dec 6 to receive nominations from Church Nominating Committee as 
follows, Deacons for Class of 2019, Teresa Rose and Jennifer Gardner, Class of 2020 Tony Hedrick 
and Richard Brosmore, Elder Class of 2021 Roddy Bird, Bobbie Connelly, Cheri Miller, and Vickie 
Phillips. 

FPCe Members
As of December 31, 2018 our congregation has 138 members on the active roll. Church rolls were 
evaluated and approved by Session to move to inactive 36 members currently not participating in 
the life of the church, with three transfers to other churches and five new members.

Respectfully Submitted, Rebecca Nunley, Clerk of Session



Board of Deacons
The Board of Deacons continued its ministry of reaching out to the extended congregation in times 
of grief, celebration, need, and connecting the church community in caring and meaningful ways.

Our Annual Planning Meeting was held in January. Revised carelists were distributed and discus-
sion followed regarding maintaining confidential communication amongst the deacons. Personal 
contact was made with each friend/member on each Carelist. Cards for all occasions were provided 
on the Deacons’ Table in the hall. A designated email was set up for deacon communications. The 
deacons worked closely with the Membership Team as new members were added to the Carelists.

The deacons responded to needs during times of illness, hospitalization, and bereavement.

Home-Cooked Healing through Meal Train was provided to those experiencing a need for hot 
meals delivered to their home. 

Jill Oxendine provided rides to church for Barbara Knisley.

• Each deacon was responsible for kitchen cleanup and re-organizing for one month. Periodic 
cleaning out of the refrigerator and freezer was completed. 

• Deacons supported the pastor and membership team by attending lunch with prospective mem-
bers. 

• Deacons maintained the small bulletin board above the Deacons’ Table. Communications of 
care and thanks are shared there. The large bulletin board in the stairwell was maintained by 
former deacon, Ginger Oaks. She shared news articles about community activities in which our 
congregation participated.

• Deacons were represented by Tony Hedrick on the church nominating committee. Tony Hed-
rick and Lee Kirkwood served on the membership team. Lydia Roane served as liaison from the 
session. 

• Brian Wyatt provided information regarding ACS Realm Connect. 

• During the year the resignations of Jan Barnett, Kathe Crossley and Ralph Parr were regretfully 
accepted.

• The Board of Deacons would like to thank the entire congregation who responded so generously 
with gifts of food, time, comfort and care during the occasions of illness, sorrow, need and cele-
bration. Your compassionate outreach to our congregation is truly heartwarming.

Respectfully submitted: Aubrie Abernethy (Moderator), Lydia Roane (Liaison), Beverly Brown, Jennifer 
Gardner, Tony Hedrick, Lee Kirkwood, Jill Oxendine 

2018 FPCe Annual Report6



2018 FPCe Annual Report

2018 Treasurer’s Report
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TREASURER’S REPORT

DECEMBER 2018

A C C O U N T  B A L A N C E S
(as of 31 December 2018)

B A N K  A C C O U N T S  Balance
Checking $ 25,505.00
Money Market $ 27,107.00
Total Banking $ 52,112.00

I N V E S T M E N T  A C C O U N T S
New Covenant - Nelson $ 17,911.00
New Covenant - Ruth Johns $ 120,324.00
New Covenant - Ruth Johns $ 30,628.00
Total Investments $ 168,864.00

TOTAL ASSETS $ 220,976.00

D E S I G N AT E D  F U N D S
Adult Forum $ 1,811.00
Facility Use Fund $ 511.00
Food for the Multitude $ 2,629.00
Green Table $ 129.00
Mary Stuart Bowman Library Fund $ 821.00
Memorial Fund $ 299.00
Flower Fund Income $ 1,064.00
Peacemaking $ 1,382.00
Youth Activities Fund $ 1,960.00
Total Designated Funds $ 10,606.00

EQUITY (Assets minus Designated Funds) $ 210,370.00

EveryONE Counts

Food for the Multitude $ 664.00
Area Resource Ministry $ 530.00
Shepherd’s Inn $ 633.00
Living Waters for the World $ 600.00
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance $ 236.00
Total for 2018: $ 2,663.00
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2018 Income & Expenses
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GENERAL FUND 2018  2017
 ANNUAL  ANNUAL
INCOME
Contributions $ 148,690.54  $ 147,822.21
Interest income - checking   $ 103.46  $ 142.89
Interest income - money market  $ 152.24  $ 77.22
Ruth Johns dividends   $ 2,825.17  $ 1,565.09
Tom Dixon distributions  $ 13,242.37  $ 10,643.99
TOTAL INCOME   $ 165,013.78  $ 160,246.40

EXPENSES  $ 172,827.62   $ 188,230.75
Difference  $ (7,813.84)   $ (27,984.35)

General Fund Current Balance  $ (7,813.84)

2018 Monthly Average
Income: $ 13,751.00
Expenses $ 14,402.00 2018 MONTHLY

INCOME VS EXPENSES
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2019 Operating Budget
Worship and Music: 30% of the budget ($56,667)
(Music and Sunday services)

“Worship the Lord with gladness” Psalm 100:2

Worship is central to all that we are and all that we do at 
First Presbyterian. In worship, we gather weekly to wrestle 
thoughtfully with questions of life, calling, and God, to 
sing and pray together, and share the stories of our common 
life together. In worship we welcome children, celebrate 
communion, and baptize both children and adults alike. A 
committed team of musicians generously prepares and leads 
us in worship every week. Through choirs, hand bells, and special musical offerings, we are invited 
to worship God beyond words.

Service & Outreach Beyond FPCe: 14% of the budget ($26,099)
(Local and International Mission)

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40

Serving Christ beyond our walls is at the heartbeat of our church. This past year, our church has 
supported a wide variety of local mission organizations, 
including Food for the Multitude, Area Resource Min-
istry, and Shepherd’s Inn, Holston Camp, UKirk ETSU 
Campus Ministry, and Living Waters for the World. Be-
yond our local community, we maintain our partnership 
with Boroko Village in Kenya and provide regular support 
to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. In addition to our fi-
nancial commitment to local mission efforts, many of our 
members serve regularly throughout our community.

One of the ways we have increased our outreach efforts is 
through EveryONE Counts, an initiative begun in 2018 to contribute $1 for every person in wor-
ship every Sunday to a local or international ministry.

We also served as a teaching congregation in 2018 for an intern from Columbia Theological Semi-
nary. Emily Morrell worked with us in a variety of capacities, but a large part of her summer experi-
ence involved working with community services such as Shepherd’s Inn.
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2019 Operating Budget cont’d
Spiritual Formation: 10% of the budget ($18,324)
(Children, Youth, and Adults)

“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it.” Mark 10:15

We will begin 2019 with a Confirmation Class series inviting our young 
people between the ages of 10-16 to reflect on their faith and make a 
decision about joining the church. We also provide lots of other opportu-
nities for spiritual growth and formation, including Adult Forum, Sun-
day school classes for children and youth, and Thursdays with Jesus book 
discussion group. Worshipers, including children and youth, continue 
to be involved in worship leadership as well, from serving as acolytes to 
volunteering as liturgists, participating in musical ensembles, including 
hand bells and choir, to simply being present in worship in age appropri-
ate ways.

Member Care and Engagement: 9% of the budget ($17,799)
(Deacons, Hospitality, Communications, Food & Fellowship, Member Care, Communi-
ty Life, Membership Team)

“Offer hospitality to one another…” 1 Peter 4:9

Over the past year, we have worked to build on the wonderful care and hospitality offered by the 
Deacons as well as grow in our fellowship with one anoth-
er. Our Membership Team is working to refresh our out-
reach to visitors and new members and our publicity. Our 
deacons continue in their ministry of care, visiting and 
providing meals for those in need. Throughout this year, 
we have mourned the loss of 3 of our church members, 
and welcomed 5 new members along with over two dozen 
visitors.

Facilities: 21% of the budget ($38,598)
(Property, Building, Grounds, Utilities)

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1
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2019 Operating Budget cont’d
Our church building provides an engaging and welcoming space for worship, formation, and mis-
sion. It’s hard to even imagine the countless number of people and families who, since our founding 
in 1782, have worshiped in the facilities of FPCe, been baptized here, 
married here, and whose lives have been celebrated here.

While we worship God and not our buildings, our faithful stewardship 
of our facilities is an expression of our love for God and the communi-
ty. Our buildings and grounds budget ensures that the buildings are in 
good repair, that the area around the church is well kept, and that every 
space is ready to be used to help us achieve the mission to which we 
have been called.

Beyond all the ways that we, the members of First Presbyterian, use the 
building, we also open up our facilities to use by the larger community. 
We regularly provide space for the Carter County Democratic Party, 
Shepherd’s Inn Board, a Community Trunk or Treat, Friends of Roan 
Mountain, Tennessee Equality Project, a Yoga Group, a Community 
Exercise Group, and various discussion groups for the community, just 
to name a few.

Administration: 16% of the budget ($30,750)
(Finance, Stewardship, Communication, Personnel)

“God will meet all your needs according to the riches of God’s glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19

Administration oversees the effective functioning of the all matters related to the church’s financ-
es and personnel, and is vital to the work of the ministries of our church. One of the first steps of 
the early church post-Pentecost was to organize so that the apostles could focus on their calling of 
preaching and teaching. The efforts of our support staff and committees undergird and make possi-
ble all the other things our church does.

While personnel is in some ways an administrative expense, our minister and staff help facilitate all 
the various areas in the life of our church. So while some of the staff expense is included in Admin-
istration, much of it is reflected in all the other ministry areas of the church.

The Bottom Line
The Session approved a church budget of $188,237 for the 2019 fiscal year. Our pledge commit-
ments for 2019 came to $158,036. The remaining $30,000 comes from a variety of sources, includ-
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ing loose plate (non-pledged) income, investment income, interest, and dividends. This represents a 
balanced budget for 2019.

2019 Operating Budget cont’d

2019 Budget 
at a Glance

Building & Grounds
We made three modest but long desired improvements to the building this year: installation of a 
camera security system for both main doors; and replacement of the main sanctuary lights with 
LEDs (in fulfillment of our plans following the Green Interfaith Network energy audit of 2017), 
and a new, energy-efficient dishwasher in the kitchen.

Very successful volunteer days were organized during March, April, May, and October. The first 
three were in anticipation of our hosting of the Presbytery Meeting in June. Much of the work was 
outdoors: hedge-trimming, shrub-pruning, weeding of labyrinth and flower beds, replacement of 
an outside light. Indoors there was work done to bathroom walls and fixtures, improved permanent 
storage, and replacement window blinds.

Our elderly furnace has needed multiple replacement parts—at inopportune times. As of January 1 
we are seeking estimates for replacement of the equipment, in hopes of having a system that is both 
reliable and more energy-efficient.

We will continue to keep a bulletin board for a to-do list in “shuffleboard hall.”
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Community Life Committee
Dinners for Eight
Julie Wade and Aubrie Abernethy were in charge of arranging the popular and well-attended din-
ners for eight that were held at various member’s homes in February and March.

Annual Church Retreat
Our annual church retreat was held on Saturday, July 28, from 10 AM to 4 PM at Holston Presby-
terian Camp in Banner Elk, NC. The theme of the retreat was “Faith and Fear in Today’s World.” 
The retreat was led by Dr. Bill Kirkwood (our elder who has taught meditation and spiritual prac-
tice for more than 40 years), Dr. Brian Wyatt (our minister), and Emily Watkins (our summer 
intern). The cost was $15/adult to cover camp expenses and lunch. Twenty six adults and 6 youth 
attended. 

Dinner on the Grounds
Our annual dinner on the grounds was held on September 16 and was held inside due to threat-
ening weather. Fried chicken was provided with our congregation bringing salads, vegetables, and 
desserts to complement the dinner which was attended by approximately 60 people.

Gratitude Dinner
In order to raise money for our church and our youth program, our committee sponsored a lun-
cheon after church on Nov. 11. Brian Wyatt and Gary Barrigar provided barbeque, and the side 
dishes were purchased from Sam’s by our committee.

Church Christmas Dinner
Our biggest social event of the year is our annual Christmas dinner which was held on Sunday, De-
cember 16. We celebrated with the Wassail bowl starting at 5:30 PM with the dinner following at 
6 PM. Entertainment consisted of music performed by various members of our congregation: Jim 
and Cheri Miller, Madison Connelly, Teresa Rose, and a special appearance by “Fonda Christmas”!! 
The evening ended with a celebration of Holy Communion led by Brian. Around 70 people attend-
ed the event. 

Acknowledgments
Community Life would like to thank the many church members who helped with setting up and 
taking down tables, and who helped with general clean up in the kitchen after various events.

Respectfully Submitted, Julie Wade, Moderator, Leo and Janice Barnett, Jennifer and John Gardner, Rod-
dy Bird and Wayland Dykes,Tony Hedrick, Mike Rose, Lydia Roane, elder liaison
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More Light Subcommittee
Tennessee Equality Project Advocacy Workshop, January 11, 2018
The More Light Committee and FPCe hosted the Tennessee Equality Project’s (TEP) LGBTQ Ad-
vocacy 101 Tri-Cities Workshop. TEP Executive Director Chris Sanders led a discussion about the 
best ways to advocate for the equality of LGBTQ people at the state level in Tennessee.

PrideFest at ETSU, April 13-14, 2018
The More Light Committee staffed the FPCe booth at East Tennessee State University’s first-ever 
PrideFest, an event designed to celebrate and support LGBTQ+ community on campus.

More Light Sunday, June 3, 2018
Members of the More Light Committee organized FPCe’s annual More Light Sunday. This year’s 
theme was “You Are Not Alone.” Wayland Dykes presented at the Adult Forum, and Vickie Phillips 
conducted the service.

TriPride Festival, September 15, 2018
The More Light Committee organized the participation of FPCe members in the inaugural Tri-
Pride parade and staffed an FPCe booth at the daylong festival. The festival’s goal was to be a fami-
ly-friendly event that celebrates inclusion, equality, community, and self-empowerment. 

Community Outreach Committee

The Community Outreach team seeks to encourage and coordinate outreach to the local 
community. This is done largely through local agencies and ministries, namely ARM (As-
sistance and Resource Ministries), FFTM (Food for the Multitude), and the Shepherd’s Inn 

(shelter for women and children).

Community Outreach coordinates the grant application process for these agencies to Holston Pres-
bytery’s Hunger Committee for 5 cents/meal funds. All of these agencies received money for 2018 
and applications were made for 2019. Our church supported each of these ministries by contribut-
ing funds from our weekly “Everyone Counts” offerings.

During 2018: 

1. ARM: FPCe is well represented at ARM by three volunteers, Julia Rogers, Stacie Cherwin and 
Cheri Miller who also serves as a board member. Our church hosted the ETSU Mandolin Or-
chestra benefit concert for ARM in November. It was well attended and raised around $1,000. 
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2. FFTM: We served around 1690 meals on 11 Saturdays during 
2018. Thanks goes to the many folks from FPCe who helped out, 
both cooking/serving the meal and baking lots of cookies! Also, 
FPCe participated in the FFTM council fundraiser dinners in 
June and November with donations and workers. Dawn Dutka, 
Susan Allen, and Kathy Wing represent our church on the FFTM 
council. Our group also served a Sloppy Joe meal after church to 
our congregation as a fundraiser. 

3. Shepherd’s Inn: Non-perishable goods are collected through the 
ongoing Doris Cope Memorial Fund Drive. Toiletries and house-
hold cleaning supplies were also provided. 

Respectfully submitted: Kathy Wing, Moderator, Susan Allen, Dwight 
Cope, Dawn Dutka, Dawn McDaniel, Cheri Miller, Kathy Waldrep, 
Julia Rogers as team leader. 

Christian Education Committee

The 2018 Christian Education Committee members were Tamlyn Bernshausen, Bobbie 
Connelly, Melody Faust, Lydia Roane, and Brian Wyatt. Meetings were held bi-monthly 
and were led by Lydia. Special events for our church youth and friends included ball games, 

a day at Holston Camp for the annual church retreat, and a Halloween Trunk or Treat for our com-
munity. Our Sunday morning education classes were provided as follows: a kindergarten through 
fifth grade level led by Bobbie Connelly; a pre-teen/teen level led by Tamlyn Bernshausen; and an 
Adult Forum led by David Roane and friends with an annual Evolution series led by Julie Wade. 
Nursery care was managed by Lydia and was provided for families on an as-need basis by church 
members. For safety and security assurance, measures were taken that included background checks 
for caregivers and a non-certified cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) course. 

Respectfully Submitted: Rebecca Nunley, Tamlyn Bernshausen, Bobbie Connelly
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We welcomed five new members to the church: Joan Denney, Merry Miller, Gene Thune, 
Thomas Watterson and Robin Westphal (who left the area shortly thereafter for job in 
Kansas). The church membership roles were evaluated to move non-participating mem-

bers to non-active status in order to better reflect the actual membership. 

The Membership Committee hosted the October 14 social, three prospective member luncheons, 
and held quarterly “Got Questions” during scheduled luncheons. 

New Pew cards and visitor packets were developed. The Membership Committee has started having 
what is called Pew Patrol (completed twice in 2018). This is to check and replenish supplies kept in 
the pews. 

Submitted by Devonna Coleman for the Membership Committee

Membership Committee
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Peacemaking Committee

The Peacemaking Team’s goal is to help enable the church to extend God’s peace to individ-
uals, communities and Earth.  The following activities were offered during the year to work 
toward this goal:

Planting Tree Seedlings at Sycamore Shoals State Park on March 3.
Pies for Peace, an after-church fundraiser for the Kenya Project, on March 25, Proceeds = $836.00.
Letter Writing sessions to contact our elected representatives regarding Gun Violence.
Awakening the Dreamer, Changing the Dream April 21 – a workshop promoting environmental, 
spiritual and social practices to honor and sustain all life.
Annual stream cleanup of a section of Laurel Fork Creek in Dennis Cove on June 9.
Full Moon Meditation on July 27 at Watauga Lake.
Labyrinth Walk after church on Sept. 30.
We applied for and received an International Hunger Relief Grant for Boroko Primary School. 
The grant money was used to help provide school lunches.
Our Green Congregation efforts are committed to Earth-friendly practices in all aspects of the 
church’s life and ministry. Recycling for church functions is part of this effort. 
Alternative Christmas Giving contributions totaled: Shepherd’s Inn = $455, UKirk Campus Min-
istry of ETSU = $435, Kenya Project = $375.
The Committee maintained the Peacemaking Table to inform the congregation of current Peace-
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making concerns. Topics included 2018 Year of the Bird, Pies for Peace/Kenya Project, Reducing 
Plastic Pollution, Practicing Peace, and Alternative Christmas Giving.

Respectfully submitted: Gary & Nancy Barrigar (Co-Moderators); Aubrie Abernethy; Pat Buck; Mark 
Braswell; Kathe Crossley; Jim Gorny; Tony Hedrick; Elaine Kolp; Carol Landis; Teresa Rose; Lynn Wil-
liam; Nancy Wood

Stewardship, Finance & Personnel
Members: Sue Farthing, Jean Hall, Bill Kirkwood (Moderator), Elaine Kolp (Treasurer), Rebecca Nun-
ley, David Roane

Stewardship
Beginning in mid-October the Stewardship, Finance and Personnel committee conducted the cam-
paign for pledges for 2019. The Session sent all members and friends a pledge letter, and members 
and friends of FPCe addressed the congregation during Sunday services through mid-November 
2017. Three donors who wished to remain anonymous challenged the congregation to collectively 
increase its pledging for 2019 by $10,000, in which event the donors would collectively increase 
their pledging by $10,000. The response was tremendous. To date the church has received 53 pledg-
es totaling $158,036, compared to 35 pledges for 2018 totaling $102,708. 

Personnel
In 2018 Paul Gabinet, Roddy Bird and Joan Denney agreed to serve as FPCe’s co-directors of music 
ministry. We deeply appreciate their many contributions to worship at FPCe.

Changes in Committee Membership
In September Jean Hall stepped down from the stewardship, finance and personnel committee 
after many years of faithful service. The committee is grateful for her work, friendship and the 
ways in which she has shaped FPCe’s understanding of giving, generosity and budgeting. These 
include reminding us that giving should be a response to the mission of the church, not merely to 
its need; that being asked to give generously is a spiritual opportunity; that stewardship should be a 
year-round theme in the life of the church; and that the budget should embody the many facets of 
FPCe’s mission. Anyone familiar with the evolution of stewardship and giving at FPCe will recog-
nize the extent of Jean’s influence.



Worship Committee

The Worship Committee works together with Pastor Brian Wyatt to plan the worship ser-
vices. The music team is Paul Gabinet, Roddy Bird, and Joan Denney and they work with 
the chancel choir and the bell choir preparing beautiful vocal and instrumental music for 

the service. During the year we had the musicians at the church and guest musicians performing 
beautiful anthems and hymns. David Arney filled in as organist a couple of Sundays for Roddy 
when he was sick.

Communion was served by intinction by the Elders of the church on many Sundays and on Maun-
dy Thursday and at the Christmas Dinner. Ginger Oaks and Carol McElwee and others prepare the 
communion meal.

David Prentice-Hyers, a preacher in Scotland, preached for us in July and served as our pastor while 
Brian served at his church. Emily Morrell served in the pulpit on some Sundays when she was 
working as an intern from Columbia Theological Seminary. 

Some members of our church also served in the pulpit when Brian was away. Felix Uberbacher 
served as preacher when Olivia Marenco, the UKirk Director at ETSU, led the worship service in 
November.

Offerings were received for our church and local and international charities by volunteer ushers each 
Sunday. We appreciate Bill Kirkwood and Rebecca Nunley’s leading us in meaningful meditations 
in the worship service. Roddy Bird and Wayland Dykes led a group of volunteers in the“Hanging of 
the Greens” in preparation of the church for Advent. On December 17th, we had our 1st Christmas 
Vespers service instead of a Christmas Eve service. 

Paul Gabinet did an outstanding job planning the service which was a wonderful Advent event in 
our church. We extend a big thank you to all of the participants in the meaningful service. Mem-
bers of the Worship Committee are: Brian Wyatt (ex officio), Paul Gabinet, Roddy Bird, Joan Den-
ney, Carol McElwee, Ginger Oaks, Wayland Dykes, and Sue Farthing.

Respectfully submitted: Roddy Bird and Sue Farthing /Moderators
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2019 Committee Moderators
2019 Moderators for Committees were elected by the Session, and will be as follows: 
• Building and Grounds: Mike Rose (Moderator), Gary Barrigar (Vice-Moderator)
• Christian Education: Tamlyn Bernshausen and Lydia Roane (Co-Moderators)
• Clerk of Session: Rebecca Nunley
• Community Life: Julie Wade (Moderator), Roddy Bird (Session Liaison)
• Community Outreach: Julia Rogers and Cheri Miller (Co-Moderators)
• Membership: Dawn Dutka (Moderator), Vickie Phillips (Session Liaison)
• Peacemaking: Nancy and Gary Barrigar (Co-Moderators), Gary (Session Liaison)
• Stewardship, Finance & Personnel: Bill Kirkwood (Moderator)
• Worship: Roddy Bird (Moderator), Sue Farthing (Vice-Moderator)
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FPCe Mission Statement

With joyful hearts and open minds, we welcome all persons as diverse, unique, and indi-
vidual expressions of the image of God as we:

Affirm the unconditional love of God for all people as expressed in the life of Jesus 
Christ.

Celebrate God’s grace and creative work through ritual, sacrament, music, art, movement, and play.

Honor our Christian heritage while we explore the knowledge and wisdom of multiple religions, 
science, philosophy, humanities and psychology to deepen and enrich our spiritual journeys.

Nurture one another through fellowship and compassion in a community that seeks to offer whole-
ness.

Embody our faith through local ministries and in actions that promote environmental sustainabili-
ty, peace, and justice for all people and Earth. 

In awe and gratitude for the Divine Mystery that dwells within each of us and pervades our Uni-
verse, we seek to create a Christian community that honors our past, is vitally connected to our 
present, and looks with hope and vision to the generations after us.

119 West F Street
Elizabethton, TN 37643
info@fpcelizabethton.org
www.fpcelizabethton.org

Rev. Dr. Brian Wyatt, Pastor
brian@fpcelizabethton.org
423.543.7737 (ext. 2)

Danielle Bates, Office Assistant
danielle@fpcelizabethton.org
423.543.7737 (ext. 1)
Mon, Wed, Fri, 10a-2p

Elaine Kolp, Treasurer
elaine@fpcelizabethton.org
423.543.7737 (ext. 3)
Wed, 1-6p

Music Leadership Team

Paul Gabinet, choir director
paulggabinet@gmail.com
Joan Denney, handbell director, keyboardist
joanadenney@gmail.com
Roddy Bird, keyboardist, organist
tnflor2@aol.com

Lee Kirkwood, Care Coordinator
leek505@aol.com
Rebecca Nunley, Clerk of Session
rebekalu@comcast.net

First Presbyterian Church
Established 1782
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