
December 2019 

Pastor Dave: “Should the Church 
Celebrate Christmas?” (page 4) 

 

One hour a month? Join the saints in expanding the Kingdom! 

God doesn’t need your help. But what a privilege that He’s chosen to use us for 
His glory! The world needs the message of repentance and the good news of the 
Gospel of Christ. There are many simple ways at Cornerstone to get involved in 
that mission, no matter what your strengths are. Have you considered what 
ways you can offer your time and energy as a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God”? (Rom 12:1) We are challenging you to offer yourself for one hour a 
month.  

Be sure to pick up a pamphlet in the foyer to see what ways God can use you to 
be a part of His redemption story! 
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December 2019 

Updates and Encouragement 
Ministry 

● We rejoice for the three baptisms in November:  
Matt O’Connell, Savannah Park, Ayden Harvath 
were baptized. 

● We had a wonderful Kingdom Harvest Fall 
Festival this year. We were able to learn about 
Adoniram Judson, Lottie Moon, and David 
Brainerd. We also gave out over 100 books, and 
will be posting that book list to Realm for you to 
consider as a holiday gift. 

Building and Finances 

● Our Foyer project is almost complete! Thanks for 
all your patience and help. We have a few minor 
pieces left, including our resource wall which will 
be ready in January, Lord willing. 

● Our 2020 budget, bylaw, and leadership 
discussion meeting is scheduled for Sunday 
December 8th @ 5:30PM. All proposals will be 
made available for you to read through by 
Wednesday the 4th on Realm. This meeting is not 
a voting meeting - only discussion. 

● Due to a full parking lot and sanctuary, we are 
asking for those who are able to park in the 
Safeway parking lot to do so. You can also park in 
the grass by the playground. 

Needs 

● Cafe set-up/clean-up 
● Chair team  
● Greeters 
● Ushers/Parking Team 
● More importantly - look around - see a need and 

meet a need. Especially look around for those 
who need a helping hand, prayer, 
encouragement, etc. 

 

 
Cornerstone Challenge 

● Don’t forget to participate in the Cornerstone 
Challenge this month. We are memorizing Psalm 
119 a couple of verses at a time. There is also a 
weekly prayer focus to help us love our neighbors 
in prayer. You can pick up a Cornerstone 
Challenge bookmark in the foyer! 

● Stored in my Heart has a brand 
new release on December 8th. 
You will be able to download and 
stream Enlarge My Heart on all 
media platforms   

Outreach Ministries 

● We are receiving gifts for the Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering through Sunday December 
29th.  

● The East Dover Angel Tree is up. Be sure to grab 
an angel and help one of the families at East 
Dover provide gifts for their children this 
Christmas.  

● There is a Gospel Outreach opportunity in 
Downtown Dover on December 5th from 5-7PM. 
We will be sharing the gospel and handing out 
resources. Contact Chris Hume for more 
information. 

Children and Youth 

● Dec. 11th - Youth Christmas Party 6:30-8pm 
● Dec. 14th - Youth Boys’ Fellowship 8am 
● Dec. 18th - Pizza Night at AWANA 

 

CORNERSTONE’S MEMBERSHIP 101 CLASS IS DECEMBER 18th @6:30PM 

For anyone wanting to join the church, 
 or simply  wanting to know more about our church, 

 this class is for you! 
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December 2019 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thur  Fri  Sat 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
11:00am 
Corporate Worship 
 
Lord’s Supper and 
Deacon 
Benevolence 
Offering 
 

7:00-8:30pm 
Ashe Homegroup 

7:00-9:00pm 
Refuge Young 
Adults 

5:45-6:30pm 
Prayer & Praise  
 
6:30-8:00pm 
Youth & Awana 

  6:30-8:30pm 
Harvath 
Homegroup, 
Edillon 
Homegroup 

 

8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
11:00am 
Corporate Worship 
 
5:30pm 
Business Meeting 
 
 

7:00-8:30pm 
Ashe Homegroup 

7:00-9:00pm 
Refuge Young 
Adults 
 
6:30-8:00pm 
Kielblock 
Homegroup 

5:45-6:30pm 
Prayer & Praise  
 
6:30-8:00pm 
Youth & Awana 

7:00-9:00pm 
Aubrey 
Homegroup 

  8:00am 
Youth Boys’ 
Fellowship 

15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
11:00am 
Corporate Worship 
 
6:00-8:00pm 
Adoption 
Celebration and 
Dinner 
 

7:00-8:30pm 
Ashe Homegroup 

7:00-9:00pm 
Refuge Young 
Adults 

5:45-6:30pm 
Prayer & Praise  
 
6:30-8:00pm 
Youth & Awana 
 
6:30-8:00PM 
Membership 101 
Class 

6:00-8:00pm 
Melnick 
Homegroup 
 

6:30-8:30pm 
Harvath 
Homegroup 

 

22  23  24  25  26  27  28 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
11:00am 
Corporate Worship 
 
 

7:00-8:30pm 
Ashe Homegroup 
 
OFFICES CLOSED 
THIS WEEK 

6:00-7:00pm 
Christmas Eve 
Service 
 
Lord’s Supper 

Christmas Day 
 
 
 
 

     

29  30  31         

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Corporate Worship 
 
 

7:00-8:30pm 
Ashe Homegroup 
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December 2019 

Should the Church Celebrate Christmas? 

Pastor Dave Aubrey 

It is good to ask questions like this. The Christian should intentionally look at everything with a biblical lens. At Cornerstone we 
have 11 questions we like to ask before we do anything (see them on our website), and the reason is because we want to filter 
how we think, speak, and act, to submit to a God-glorifying, Christ-exalting, Spirit-filled, biblical worldview. So, this question is 
neither arbitrary nor legalistic – it is godly and necessary.  
  
Christmas was not observed as a holiday until well after the early church. It wasn’t until around the 5th century that the holiday 
received any official recognition. What was once different forms of pagan celebrations became something that the church sought 
to adopt and sanctify. As a church, we do not believe that Jesus was born on the 25th of December, and we also understand the 
pagan history of the mid-winter celebration – however plenty of what are normal parts of our day come from pagan history (the 
names of our days for example). As Christians, we don’t embrace the origin, but we do see a reason to celebrate and proclaim 
Christ. 
  
Every day during the year is worthy of celebrating the incarnation of Christ, the death of Christ, and the resurrection of Christ. The 
believer walks in these glorious truths of the gospel every moment. But there are times that we get to gather together as a body, 
and in our homes, to make these moments in history a specific focus and celebration. Christmas provides the church a great 
opportunity to exalt Christ. Remembering these moments and truths about Christ and His gospel is prevalent in the New 
Testament. Paul is constantly encouraging the church to remember. Truth needs repetition, and even moments of highlighting, 
because we can so easily forget and become apathetic.  
  
The Bible is full of reasons to celebrate, days to celebrate, seasons to celebrate, and instructions on celebration. The Jews would 
celebrate the feast of the Lord, Passover, dedications of the house of the Lord, the Feast of Booths, the dedication of the wall of 
Jerusalem and much more. They would celebrate with songs of thanksgiving, prayer, offerings, times of feasting, and times of 
fasting. In the New Testament, Paul shows us in 1 Corinthians 5:8 a new manner in which to celebrate old covenant festivals. He 
tells us to keep the feast by not allowing what is leavened to infect the community. In other words, be holy and distinct – but 
celebrate! I think this is a great application for our question. We are lights in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, and 
we should ask ourselves: what would display more joy in Christ to the watching world? Is the church abstaining from any kind of 
recognition and celebration of the incarnation in December a better witness? Or is it a better witness to sanctify the season, being 
distinct from the leaven of culture’s new paganism surrounding Christmas, and choosing to celebrate with greater joy, greater 
generosity, and for a greater purpose? I think the latter. 
  
In Hebrew, the word celebrate means to hold or celebrate a festival. There is a similar word for celebrate in the New testament. 
But there is another Greek word for celebrate in the story of the prodigal son found in Luke 15, where the father created his own 
celebration. We see the Father say in verse 32 that ‘it was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive, he was lost, and is found.” Did you hear that? It was fitting to celebrate and be glad. Implying that it would not have been 
fitting to abstain from celebrating. The word fitting means it is binding, necessary, proper, and inevitable. In other words, you 
should do this thing! It would be a huge miss if you didn’t. And the word used for celebrate here means to gladden, exult, and to 
feast with joy, to keep a day of rejoicing. 
  
If the celebration of the return of a son was worthy of a feast and celebration, how much more so the moment the Creator of the 
world took on flesh and stepped into our world on a rescue mission. Would it not, in some sense, seem foolish for the church to 
not have specific times during the year to celebrate the incarnation of Christ, the death of Christ, and the resurrection of Christ? 
These are the most important moments in human history, and to not mark them off at certain moments would be unfitting. We 
should celebrate His advent everyday in our lives, yes, but it is a great thing to mark off a specific and intentional time each year 
to celebrate, rejoice, and have a festival. Christmas ought to be a time for reverent worship, and tremendous joy! The shepherds 
were glorifying and praising God. The angels sang and heralded the message of His birth. The magi brought gifts from afar. It is 
fitting isn’t it, for us to celebrate, and sing, and give?  
  
I would exhort us as a church to celebrate Christmas! Let us consider how we celebrate, what we celebrate, and why we celebrate 
– but let us celebrate! Some traditions should go, and some new ones should be started. As you eat, drink, decorate, sing, gather, 
and give – glorify God by exalting Jesus! It is fitting to do so! 
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