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DIVINE CONNECTIONS SERIES  Tim Fryar, Lead Pastor

Christ Centered Nation Online Sermon Notes (2/5 -2/26/23)

<SERMON NOTES>

2/5/23 - Divine Connections (Intro)

SCRIPTURE:

John 1:1 NKJV “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God."

John 1:14 NKJV "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

DESCRIPTION / DEFINITIONS

Divine Connections covers all types of connections; family relationships, working relationships,
friendships and even people that we come in contact with in everyday life.

Note: The essence of God brings value.

● Whenever He enters a situation he adds value.
● Our assignment is to add value (kingdom value) to people and more specifically to the

relationships we have.

1. God-based love

● Every connection should have its foundation in love
● Our love for God should be the impetus for our love for all our connections.

"Impetus" Definition: a driving force : impulse. (2) : incentive, stimulus. : stimulation or
encouragement resulting in increased activity.

Jesus teaches the model of how to love God.

Matthew 22:34-37 NKJV “But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and
saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him, “‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
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● The love that Jesus is speaking of is Agapao: to love (in a social or moral sense) It’s the
same love with which God so loved the world.

2. Agapao: to love the deliberate assent of the will as a matter of principle, duty and propriety

● Heart - kardia: the heart, i.e. (figuratively) the thoughts or feelings.
● Soul - psuche: breath, i.e. spirit,
● Mind - dianoia: deep thought, imagination, mind, understanding.

We should love God with our thoughts , feelings, spirit and understanding.

● We should love our connections in the same way.

Matthew 22:38-39 NKJV This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets.””

3. Love Like Jesus

● As we embody the life of Jesus and live it out day-to-day, we must love like Jesus.
● It’s easier said than done.
● The culture says we should put ourselves first and everyone else has to get in where

they fit in.
● Jesus said love your neighbor:

"Neighbor" Definition: close by; i.e. fellow man, countryman, Christian or friend)
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2/12/23 - Crushing Boundaries (Divine Connections Series)
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SCRIPTURE:

Luke 10:25-37 NKJV “And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your
reading of it?” So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’
”And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, wanting to
justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of
his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest
came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite,
when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.
So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you
think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on
him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.””

DESCRIPTION / DEFINITIONS

Properly handling divine connections is about understanding kingdom culture and kingdom
life.

It’s not just about declaring that Jesus is Lord. It is also about living the culture of the kingdom of
God.

Note: Today’s culture has spacers that create gaps between groups of people.

Race, financial, political, religious, class, sexual orientation, size, etc

● Jesus, in his response to the question of the lawyer, help us live and love like Jesus.

I. Central Figure (Divine Connection) : The central figure here is called a certain man.

Note: The man is only defined by what happened to him.

If we would see people by their circumstances would we be more inclined to show love
or kindness?
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● As we navigate divine connections, pay attention to their journey. It could help you
discern the direction of a person.

● What could a person be listening to, scrolling to, googling, or reading to make them
ignore their duty?

Note: We must be careful that we do not fall into the sin of indifference (the ditch of indifference)
because of how we label people.

II. Breaking down boundaries

● If we are going to break through the boundaries of our culture we have to operate with
the mind of Jesus.

● And love with the love of Jesus.
● TOWARDS PEOPLE

Note: There’s only two things that were always in the life of Jesus

(1) The Kingdom of God

(2) People

III. The power of sacrifice - Divine connections calls for Sacrifice

1. He went to him (he had to see the man)
● This sacrifice was birthed out of compassion.
● We can’t be so caught up in our sales that we don’t see people.
● We have to slow down enough to help.

2. He bandaged him
● We must be willing to cover the gaping holes in people’s lives.

3. Poured oil (keeps the wound soft and produces healing)
● Samaritan carried with him what was needed to bring healing.
● Reflection point: What are you carrying?

4. Poured wine (cleanses the wound)
● We carry the Word that brings cleansing.
● The washing of the water by the Word sanctified her
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5. He put him on his own animal.
● He traded places with the man.

Note: Define connections will call for us to put ourselves in the other person’s place.

6. The Samaritan took him to the inn and took care of him.
● He sowed a seed into caring for him
● There may come a time that we have to buy into someone’s recovery.

IV.  It’s a matter of our nature

● Jesus steps over the social class of the Samaritan, and deals with his nature

Note: It is the nature of the man that made him neighbor.

The correct way to handle divine connections is a matter of our nature.

Final Thought: As citizens of the kingdom of God, our nature should be to show the love of
God in every connection. That’s what makes it a divine connection.
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<END NOTES>

2/19/23 - Crushing Boundaries  (Pt. 2 - Divine Connections Series)
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III. The power of sacrifice - Divine connections calls for Sacrifice

7. He went to him (he had to see the man)
● This sacrifice was birthed out of compassion.
● We can’t be so caught up in our sales that we don’t see people.
● We have to slow down enough to help.

8. He bandaged him
● We must be willing to cover the gaping holes in people’s lives.

9. Poured oil (keeps the wound soft and produces healing)
● Samaritan carried with him what was needed to bring healing.
● Reflection point: What are you carrying?

10. Poured wine (cleanses the wound)
● We carry the Word that brings cleansing.
● The washing of the water by the Word sanctified her

11. He put him on his own animal.
● He traded places with the man.

Note: Define connections will call for us to put ourselves in the other person’s place.

12. The Samaritan took him to the inn and took care of him.
● He sowed a seed into caring for him
● There may come a time that we have to buy into someone’s recovery.

IV.  It’s a matter of our nature

● Jesus steps over the social class of the Samaritan, and deals with his nature

Note: It is the nature of the man that made him neighbor.
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The correct way to handle divine connections is a matter of our nature.

Final Thought: As citizens of the kingdom of God, our nature should be to show the love of
God in every connection. That’s what makes it a divine connection.
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<END NOTES>

2/26/23 - Connection on Trial  (Divine Connections Series)

SCRIPTURE: Luke 22:31-34 NKJV “And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has
asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should
not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” But he said to Him,
“Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.” Then He said, “I tell you, Peter,
the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me.””

SERMON THOUGHT: Divine Connections that we call relationships have kingdom value
and benefits.

1. Jesus and Peter
● The relationship between Jesus and Peter was a progressive relationship.
● Peter is in the inner circle of the disciples

2. The test of divine connections.
● Because of the value and power of divine connections the relationship gets

tested

● Divine connections are always on Satan’s radar.

● He wants to get you away from Jesus and get you by yourself.

● Satan wants to come in between the commitment to Jesus
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Note: When a connection is tested it can bring disappointment, failure, hurt in our
relationships.

Jesus gives us three lessons on how to manage the testing.
1. He urges us to pray

● To pray means: to beseech, to make a request

● We are to pray that our faith fails not

● Faith is our persuasion or moral conviction

2. He tells us to speak to the outcome
● The recovery matters
● Prophesy to the recovery
● Remind yourself that you believe in the Father you pray to

Note: After you have overcome (converted) go back and strengthen your brethren

● To strengthen means to help them turn resolutely in a specific direction

Note: Don’t waste the lesson of the testing!

3. Prioritize the offense at a low level
● Jesus only mentions the offense when Peter said he wouldn’t compromise the

relationship.

● Jesus didn’t lead with his feelings while addressing the issues in their relationship
● Know that offenses will come in relationships
● We have to keep the focus on the value of the Divine Connection

Note: Relationships will be tested

The enemy desires to break down our Divine Connections
Three things we must do:

(1) Pray
(2) Speak to the Resolve
(3) Prioritize the offense at a lower level

FINAL THOUGHT: The Divine Connection must be the top priority

Christ Centered Nation

Christ Centered Church
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3/5/23 - After the Testing (Divine Connections Series)

SCRIPTURE:  John 21:15-19 NKJV “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He
said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My
lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend
My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?”
Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And
he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger,
you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will
stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not
wish.” This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when
He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.””

SERIES THOUGHT: Divine Connections that we call relationships have kingdom
value and benefits. Today We pick up after the resurrection. Jesus is about to
ascend to the right hand of the Father.

Series Review

● Divine connections are not just people we know.
● Every connection should have it’s foundation in God-based love.
● Our love for God should be the foundation for the love we have for people.
● Divine connections call for sacrifice
● When that connection is tested we should
1. Pray
2. Speak to the outcome
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3. Prioritize the offense at a low level.

Handling divine connections after the testing.

1. Stay focused on the Kingdom assignment.

2. Let it go / Grieve the failure

3. Commit at a deeper level

Note: Don't let personal disappointment drive you or force you to

disconnect from divine connections.

A. Let it go

● Both Jesus and Peter had to let it go.
● Jesus didn’t let the disappointment of Peter’s denial cause him to

disconnect from Peter
● Peter didn’t let his failure in the relationship, cause him to

disconnect from Jesus.

● Judas did.

B. Grieve the Failure

Luke 22:60-62 NKJV “But Peter said, “Man, I do not

know what you are saying!” Immediately, while he was

still speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned
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and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word

of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster

crows, you will deny Me three times.” So Peter went out

and wept bitterly.”

Matthew 27:3-5 NKJV “Then Judas, His betrayer,

seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful

and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief

priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying

innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You

see to it!” Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the

temple and departed, and went and hanged himself.”

C. Commit at a deeper level.

H. Jesus is saying to Peter, loving me is caring for my divine

connections.

FINAL THOUGHT:

● Real love, loves through disappointment etc.
● Loving Jesus is caring for my divine connections.

<END NOTES>


