
 

WE EXIST TO HONOR GOD BY MAKING MORE DISCIPLES FOR JESUS CHRIST.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Prelude 

Gathering                          Welcome 
               Lighting the Advent Wreath

                   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
                 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Preparation                Responsive Prayer of Confession and  
                Assurance (found in the insert) 

                     O Come O Come Emmanuel  

Encountering God 
               OT Scripture Reading: Malachi 3:1 
         (found in the insert) 

                       NT Scripture Reading: Luke 2:25-38 
          (found in the insert)  

                 Message Series: “Advent in the Mirror” 

                                 Part 1: “Hopefulness or Hope”   Paul Zazzo 
            Romans 15:8, 12-13 

           (found in the insert) 

Responding                        Prayer 

                   Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Sending                 Opportunities/ Announcements       

                 Benediction 

Postlude                                                                  

Today’s Worship Participants 

Paul Zazzo, Pastor  
Brian Taylor, Worship Leader 

Today’s Opportunities For Learning 
(following worship) 

Young Adult: meet in Fellowship Hall.  
Rancocas Valley Group:  with Bill 
McFarland 

Share Jesus Without Fear: meet in  
Media Room

Welcome to FPC  

We are so glad you’re here! If this is your first 
time with us, please visit our guest table after 
the service where you can pick up a welcome 
brochure telling you more about our church, 
as well a small gift in appreciation for your visit 
with us today. 
Our style of worship is informal and personal. As 
we sing feel free to sit or stand, raise your hands 
or clap, worshiping the Lord as He leads you.

Pray with us Mondays at 10:30 am  
on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/629228262?
pwd=M2tNWVlObVVNV3FKZGZGMDBYdlJsQT09 

Meeting ID: 629 228 262….Password 
007873

One tap mobile+16465588656, 
83801279948,,,,0#,,094105# US (New York)

To join, click the link on your computer 
or smartphone, or call in using the New     
       York number  
       below and you 
     will be added 
to         to the call. 

http://www.firstpresmtholly.org
mailto:fpc.mtholly@gmail.com?subject=
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/629228262?pwd%3DM2tNWVlObVVNV3FKZGZGMDBYdlJsQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3G1Y_NaILNyqoJzs0SlsdD
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/629228262?pwd%3DM2tNWVlObVVNV3FKZGZGMDBYdlJsQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3G1Y_NaILNyqoJzs0SlsdD
http://www.firstpresmtholly.org
mailto:fpc.mtholly@gmail.com?subject=
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/629228262?pwd%3DM2tNWVlObVVNV3FKZGZGMDBYdlJsQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3G1Y_NaILNyqoJzs0SlsdD
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/629228262?pwd%3DM2tNWVlObVVNV3FKZGZGMDBYdlJsQT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3G1Y_NaILNyqoJzs0SlsdD


  

Ways to Give to FPC:  Online at    Text “Give” to   Offering Plate 
   www.firstpresmtholly.org             609-622-5033   Cash or Check

 Infusion… 
Celebrations that Suit the Season 

Our celebration last Sunday of Rick and Celeste Hamilton’s ministry at FPC 
was a glorious one—the weather behaved, the food was fabulous (and 
abundant), the love in the air was tangible. We can give a heartfelt thanks 
to Rick and Celeste for all they have given us over the decades, and to 
many people who made the party a beautiful celebration of the family of 
God. 
The party was also a great way to finish our season of outside 
worship… and now it’s time to head indoors. 
Worshipers who have not been with us before during Advent may be 
surprised at how absolutely beautiful our historic sanctuary looks, 
decorated in a traditional Williamsburg style—lots of greenery and 
candles that go wonderfully with our dark beams and wooden pews. It is 
a joyful and worshipful place to be as we await the birthday celebration 
of Jesus.  
This year, with all the isolation and anxiety of the pandemic, many 
people have put up their personal Christmas decorations before 
Thanksgiving, perhaps hoping for a little more cheer as we face life 
with so much pandemic stress. Stores always have their holiday look 
early, but this year it didn’t seem such a sacrilege—most of us need all 
the encouragement to be cheerful that we can get! 
But it’s time for a reality check! Our joy—real joy—doesn’t come from any 
decorations or fabulous dinners or family get- togethers, no matter how 
much we take delight in them. We celebrate the birth of a king—THE 
KING of KINGS—and the joy of that truth far exceeds any other. 
A month from now, as we prepare for our family Christmas celebrations, 
we might be asked again to alter our plans for the sake of our 
community and our own safety. With the pandemic raging, it’s not out 
of the question that we will be asked to again make some sacrifice. 
Perhaps this is a time to rethink our usual plans and strive to make them 
a little more God-honoring than the usual lights and tinsel and 
overeating. Maybe this is a year to start a family tradition that 
involves more giving—to people who are genuinely in need—and 
less getting.  
For years we’ve been encouraged to ask the question “What would 
Jesus do?” when we face a decision.  Here’s a challenge: How would 
Jesus like us to celebrate his birthday? How would he like us to honor 
him as we remember his birth in this time when so many are suffering? 
We can enjoy the beauty—and warmth--of our sanctuary this Advent, 
and perhaps together we can reflect in a deeper way about the very 
best ways to honor our Savior, especially in the midst of a pandemic. 

The Outreach Foundation 
Hope for Syrian Students in Lebanon 

 Ministry of the Week  
In much the same vein, schools all 
over the world, from Boston to 
Baghdad, from Denver to New Delhi, 
from Peoria to Paris have gone into a 
“ h o l d i n g p at t e r n ” b e c a u s e o f 
COVID-19 and such has been the 
case with the schools for Syrian 
refugee children run by the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon. Over the years , our 
generous gifts have supported and 
encouraged these four schools in 
Lebanon (in Minyara, Tyre, Tripoli and 
in the Beqaa Valley at Kab Elias). With 
the loca l Presbyter ian church 
providing oversight, these places of 
love and hope have embraced the 
fragile, displaced refugees in their 
midst. 

Pray for FPC’s Residents of the Street
Shiras Alley—out the back of the church 

parking lot
Praying for our Community

Staff at Virtua Hospital-Mt. Holly
EMS that serve our community 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
The Board of Deacons would like to 
Thank everyone that participated in 
our Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Thank 
you to all who adopted a family, for 
those that helped financially & for all 
your prayers!  We provided 49 
families with a Thanksgiving Basket. 
T h e y w i l l b e B l e s s e d t h i s 
Thanksgiving because of your 
generosity. 
May God Bless You,  
The Board of Deacons



 

Opportunities for Learning for Young Adults will meet 
every Sunday after Worship. 

Here is the link to our Face Book Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/523548408197444             
We are also available on Instagram as fpc_young_adults

Group Gathering / Virtual Bible Study 
Friday’s @ 7pm 
Oct. 23-Dec. 18  

Visit our website for details

Worship Service geared toward children K-5th grades

Sundays from 9:30am – 10:30am

Rancocas Valley Gp:Meet with Bill McFarland

Young Adult:Fellowship Hall  Share Jesus Without Fear:Media Rm.

Thank you !

Operation Christmas 
Child 

Our youth group would like 
to thank everyone that 
participated in Operation 
Christmas Child. With on-
line and in person our 
youth collected a total of 80 
boxes! Please continue to 
be in prayer for children 
receiving their box and for 
S a m a r i t a n ’ s P u r s e 
personnel as they travel 
throughout the world to 
de l i ver the Chr i s tmas 
boxes.  
Many thanks, FPC Youth 
Group

FPC Prayer Chain 
Mid-week t ime-sensit ive 
prayer requests can be sent 
t o t h e p r a y e r c h a i n 
coordinator, Liz Amisson at 
l i z a m i 7 @ y a h o o . c o m , o r 
973-270-3680. Requests are 
relayed via e-mail, text or 
telephone call to those who 
are willing to pray at home.  
New prayer members are 
invited to participate on the 
prayer chain. This requires 
only the wi l l ingness to 
faithfully and confidentially 
pray for those who ask.  
Anyone wi th a need is 
encouraged to submit a 
prayer request. Mid-week 
t i m e - s e n s i t i v e p r a y e r 
requests can be sent to 
prayer chain coordinator, Liz 
Amisson.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/523548408197444
mailto:lizami7@yahoo.com
mailto:lizami7@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/523548408197444


 

                    Urgent Need for Community Luncheon 
The Community Luncheon wishes to thank you 

for all the support. Please continue to donate 
cookies & snacks. They also have need for 
16.9oz bottles of water.  

BODY WASH (3 in 1) found at Dollar Tree ($1.00) is 
desperately needed. 
Please consider donating new men's new or clean jeans, 
underwear, sweatshirts & coats, & briefs & socks. You 
may drop them off outside the church side door on 
Mon., Thurs. or Fri.  from 7:30-3:00 pm. Please text Jan 
(609-865-3117) to let her know you’re dropping off.

Grades 6th - 12th

Grades 6th - 12th

Sundays 6pm - 8 pm

Service Opportunities at Home
The Nurture Team needs volunteers 
who are willing to make phone calls 
and pray for people who are listed in 
the Weekly News for one week a 
month. Each week people are listed for 
special prayer each day; we would like 
someone to call each of them on our 
behalf and pray with them on their 
assigned day. It’s a former practice that 
we are hoping to revive. If you can help, 
please call Judy Kipp (609-267-1396).	

Dec. 11th from 6-8pm 
Come drive-thru with the family  
to pick up your Jingle Jam Kit

Dec. 12th at 7pm 
on Face Book Live and our Website 

Scan to Register for Kit

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING EXCITING FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY TO DO THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 

Join us for a VIRTUAL Christmas Celebration! 



 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  
Verse 1 
Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
Verse 2 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
CCLI Song # 31999. Charles Wesley | Rowland 
Hugh Prichard. © Words: Public Domain. 
Music: Public Domain 

Angels From The Realms Of Glory  
Verse 1 
Angels from the realms of glory 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth 
Ye who sang creation's story 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth 
Chorus 
Come and worship come and 
worship 
Worship Christ the newborn King 
Verse 2 
Shepherds in the field abiding 
Watching o'er your flocks by night 
God with us is now residing 
Yonder shines the infant light 
Verse 3 
Sages leave your contemplations 
Brighter visions beam afar 
Seek the great Desire of nations 
Ye have seen His natal star 
Verse 4 
Saints before the altar bending 
Watching long in hope and fear 
Suddenly the Lord descending 
In His temple shall appear 
Verse 5 
Though an infant now we view Him 
He shall fill His Father's throne 
Gather all nations to Him 
Every knee shall then bow down

Verse 2 
Summer and winter 
And springtime and harvest 
Sun moon and stars 
In their courses above 
Join with all nature 
In manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness 
Mercy and love 
Verse 3 
Pardon for sin 
And a peace that endureth 
Thy own dear presence 
To cheer and to guide 
Strength for today 
And bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine 
With ten thousand beside 
CCLI Song # 18723. Thomas Obediah 
Chisholm | William Marion Runyan. © Words: 
Public Domain. Music: Public Domain 

O Come O Come Emmanuel  
Verse 1 
O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Chorus 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
Verse 2 
O come Thou Rod of Jesse free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of hell thy people save 
And give them victory o’er the grave 
Verse 3 
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 
Verse 4 
O come thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery 
Verse 5 
O come Desire of nations bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace 
CCLI Song # 31982. John Mason Neale | Thomas 
Helmore. © Words: Public Domain. Music: Public 
Domain 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Verse 1 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
O God my Father 
There is no shadow 
Of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not 
Thy compassions they fail not 
As Thou hast been 
Thou forever wilt be 
Chorus 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning 
New mercies I see 
All I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Lord unto me 



 
Malachi 3:1 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the 
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the 
Lord Almighty. 

 Luke 2:25-38 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting 
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he 
went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; 
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she 
was eighty-four.[b] She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Romans 15:8, 12-13 
8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 
12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the 
nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 



 Responsive Prayer of Confession and Assurance 

Because it is so hard to wait, it is not easy to live through Advent's days. But watch what God 
does during this time. God waits for us to turn from our old ways to find the right paths; God 
waits for us to admit what we have done, and failed to do, so we might be forgiven and 
graced with new life. Let us approach the One who waits - for us! 

Prayer of Confession (All) 
It is never easy for us to confess our sins, Waiting God. 
There are the hurts we have caused to our families and friends, which we would like to 
forget. 
There are those we believe are impossible to love, and so we don't try. 
There are people who live on the edge of our society, and we ignore their cries for help. 
Forgive us, God who comes near to us. 
When we have lost our way, show us yours. 
Lead us in humility down the streets of your kingdom. 
Teach us your truth, so we might be able to keep your Word, revealed to us in Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Savior. 

Assurance of Pardon  
God does not remember our sins, but does remember the promises which have been made to us. 
God does not shame us, but lifts us to new life. 

Lead us in your hope, O God, and teach us your love. 
You are the God of our days, 
we wait for you to come to us. 
Amen. 
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