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From The Pastor
By Rev. Paul Zazzo

Powering Down
After forgetting to plug my phone in overnight a few weeks ago, I tackled an incredibly busy day traveling
to meetings, making tons of phone calls, and participating in Zoom gatherings on my cell. Not only did I
forget to plug it in the night before, but I also forgot to bring my charging cable with me. By midday, I
started getting the low battery warning. By mid-afternoon, I was still on the road, my battery was down to
1% capacity, and I still had another phone appointment scheduled for an hour later. In a desperate attempt
to save power, I turned the phone off, hoping the rest would preserve what little energy was left until my
last call of the day. However, when I turned it back on, it flickered to life for a brief moment before powering down completely. Boy did that make me long for the days of pay phones again. You cannot find one
anywhere!
I’d like to say this story is an unfamiliar one for me, but it isn’t. I often forget to plug my phone in overnight, and often am looking for ways to preserve battery life long enough to get everything done that needs
to happen. It is a lesson I seem to need to learn over and over, the hard way. It is such an incredible metaphor for life. As humans, we do not have a limitless battery life. We need to recharge by plugging in to the
power source every single day. Some tend to think that the best way to find rest is by checking out and doing nothing. Sometimes that is necessary, but the reality is, we ultimately find our rest by taking intentional time to seek the Lord, to commune with Him, and to drink deeply from His Living Water. God calls us
to rest, but to do so in an active way. To plug in and recharge rather than checking out and powering down.
Hebrews 4:11 challenges us to “make every effort” to enter God’s rest. Hmm. An active passivity. What
might that look like for you this Summer?
Grateful for you all,
Pastor Paul
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Isolated Covenant Partners Contact
One of the great opportunities we have right now is to connect with those in our congregation who have been
even more isolated during the shutdown. Please take some time to reach out to some of our beloved covenant
partners listed below. Contact information can be found in the directory or call the church office.
This months covenant partners to contact are:
Elsa Bradford
Jim Hein
Sue/John Holcroft

John/Miriam Mengel
Dick Randolph
Shirley Steinmetz

John Van Wagoner
Mary Lou Wharton
Helen McWhirt

Devotionals
Upper Room and Daily Bread devotionals are available for free and are in the racks in the narthex (foyer). Come inside and pick up your copies.

First Presbyterian Church
125 Garden Street
Mount Holly NJ 08060
609-267-0330

Servants of the Lord:
The Congregation

Servants of the Servants:
Paul Zazzo
Pastor

Church Office Email:
fpc.mtholly@gmail.com

Gretchen Bisbort
Director of Operations

Church Website:
www.firstpresmtholly.org

Haley Bunting
Director of Next Generation
Ministries and Digital Engagement
Brian Taylor
Praise Band and Worship Leader
Harry Cunningham
Facilities Manager and
Community Luncheon Chef

FROM THE EDITOR

Articles should be submitted by the 15th of the preceding month to the church
office so that staff can review and get the material included in the following
month’s edition. I can be reached at:

Robert Van Der Kamp
609-668-3557
bobvdk@yahoo.com

Jan Delgado
Director of Community Lunch
Barbara Biedenbach
Administrative Assistant

The Vision of First Presbyterian Church is: A Christ-Centered Community on Mission.
Mission: First Presbyterian Church exists to honor God by making more disciples.
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Mission and Ministry Update – August 2021

Ben and Amber Susek, Sheryl Markley & Carol Winner
Steve & Sonia Dettweiler, Max Perez & Deby Brown, Danny & Ann Sharpe
Scripture is full of the value of work balanced by the need for rest, the necessity of faithful activity paired with
patient waiting. As summer draws to a close, there’s gentle irony in the fact that we pause in our work on Labor Day in order to appreciate…work! We partner with many hardworking missionaries and one couple that
epitomizes the endurance needed for faithful work paired with patience in waiting is Sonia and Steve Dettweiler.
Sonia and Steve first began their work in Nigeria in 1991. In June of this year, they were able to return to Nigeria to continue their work in person after a period of waiting complicated by visa delays and, most unexpected, breast cancer treatment. We celebrate with Sonia and Steve for a clean bill of health and for their return
to the country that is so dear to their hearts after four and half years in the U.S.
Sonia and Steve have immersed themselves wholeheartedly in the work to produce Scriptures in indigenous
Nigerian languages. With more than 500 languages, Nigeria provides more than enough work to go around!
Wycliffe Bible Translators, with its partners, has produced 26 additional translations of the Bible and 67 translations of the New Testament since 1991. An additional 184 translations are in progress. Sonia provides administrative support and Steve serves as a linguistics consultant. Just this spring, one of Steve’s former students caught an error in the Duya translation of a crucial word in the Gospel of Matthew. Without that correction, the meaning of entire passages like the Beatitudes would have been undermined. Praise God for faithful
teachers and conscientious students!
Please pray for the Dettweilers as they approach these final years of active missionary service. They plan to
retire in 2027. Pray for the 22 translation projects currently in the final stages, that they would overcome
the obstacles to production and distribution. Pray for flourishing in the language groups who will receive
these translations. Pray also for the 184 translation works in progress.
Contacts: steve_dettweiler@wycliffe.org
Sonia.dettweiler@gmail.com
Donate: www.wycliffe.org/partner/ssdettweiler

Waiting and labor are words that describe Max Perez and Deby Brown as well. Waiting to return to Malaysia to serve Muslims through education, medical care and mentoring. Laboring in Costa Rica with the indigenous Cabecar people and mobilizing local Costa Rican mission groups; serving the homeless population; supporting the Alpha program with Young Life teens and leading 5 Bible studies. Max is home schooling their
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children Isaac and Anita while Deby works in the local hospital. He also continues ministering through
WhatsApp to his Pakistani Muslim friends in Malaysia, Canada and Pakistan.
Max hopes to come to the US later in August and share with us what he has learned through seeing his work as
God’s work, stepping into uncomfortable areas to go where God is already working and celebrating with excitement what God is doing. And there is an open invitation for us to travel to Costa Rica on a mission trip –
pray about it!
Please pray for discernment for future ministry; healing for Max and his extended family in the death of his
mother; refugees in Malaysia who are in critical need of employment and facing increased poverty and
hunger.
Contact: maxtico@hotmail.com

WhatsApp 506-8711-0619

Donate: www.global-teams.net

Danny and Ann Sharpe waited like all of us. Danny writes, “I remember my first hand shake, my first hug,
and my first kiss--on April 13, shortly after getting my 2nd shot. Hospitality becomes once again a hoped for
gift to give and receive. We can attend weddings and funerals. We can hug all 4 grandkids. Oh my.”
Danny has introduced a new essay to the international operations leadership team, to begin to foster a conversation about the spirituality of operations. It is all too easy for each different office to be so immersed in their
special disciplines that they seldom reference the spiritual implications of their technologies. So the team is
trying to help YL as a mission consider the important work of having the mind of Christ in everything they
do – not simply as a healthy corporate entity.
Ann has been laboring, too. On Feb 11th, Ann hosted a 90 minute Latin American Caribbean virtual celebration with over 900 people from around the world, translated into Spanish, Creole and Portuguese. She is
seeking to have Action Teams for every country and local areas. This is a game changing movement for YL
in Latin America.
Camps: La Finca in Nicaragua had 8 new kids camps during July. Wonderful news after last year’s cutback because of Covid! In June, Danny and Ann traveled to Haiti where YL has just become an official entity “YL Haiti.” They can now move forward with the master plan for Camp Crepin, the YL camp in Maissade, Haiti which is about four hours from Port-au-Prince. Land is available for purchase and plans are for a
320 bed camp. Another camp, PICO ESCONDIDO in Jarabacoa, Dominican Republic., is being enlarged.
$505K needs to be raised to complete the build out which includes a Club room, laundry facility, office remodel and a new road. Meanwhile camp is open in June and July, while adhering to all Covid restrictions.
And then there’s "Danny's pet poop project." At La Finca, vermiculture compost (worm compost) is mixed
with the waste stream at La Finca (biosolids, organic compost), fed to red wiggler worms, and out comes a
gorgeous soil amendment that is used as nutrient and biologically loaded compost to put on our coffee
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plants. This has the potential to create a soil fertile enough to produce 30% more yield in coffee, and keep the
soil healthy.”
From Danny and Ann: “Hope to see you all soon. Come to Montreat where there are plenty of hugs and kisses
left to greet you. We'll keep a light on!” (and they mean it!)
Please pray for the safety of all YL leaders and youth in Haiti and wisdom in build out of the camp. Pray for
acceptance of “Spirituality of Operations.” Praise for the world-wide virtual celebration (attended by some
FPC folks too) and prayer for Ann’s leadership in training action teams and Senior Leadership meetings.
Praise and prayer for the soil project at La Finca in Nicaragua. Praise for the birth of their 4th grandchild!
Contact: dsharpe@sc.younglife.org

annmshape@gmail.com

Donate: www.younglife.org

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Where: First Presbyterian Church
When: Saturday, Sept 4, 2020
Time: 8 am - 1 pm
Appointments are preferred.
For an appointment please contact: Mary Craig at 609.267.8621
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Next Generation Ministries
This summer has flown by! I cannot believe it’s almost time for our kids to head back to school already. This
Summer the theme for Summer Blast was Jesus’ Power pulls us through life’s ups and downs- what a fitting
theme for this past year! On day one the kids discovered that Jesus’ power can help them do hard things
through the Bible Story of Ananias helping Saul. On day two the kids discovered that Jesus’ Power can give
them hope, through the Bible Story of Paul encouraging others during a storm and shipwreck (Acts 27). On
day three the kids learned that Jesus’ power helps us be bold through learning about Peter and Johns boldness
teaching about the Lord. On day four the kids learned that Jesus’ power lets us live forever through the death
and resurrection of Christ. During the evening the children play games, sing songs, hear testimony videos from
children their own age, and do hands on crafts that help remind them of those lessons. As we return back to
school after the summer, I hope that all the children remember these lessons and themes. Jesus’ Power Pulls us
through!
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Thank You
Dear friends,
I would like to thank those thoughtful enough to send me cards, check in with Celeste, and
pray for me following my stroke in May. I’ve made great progress and am continuing my
physical therapy learning how to walk again without the aid of a walker or a cane. Your continued prayers are appreciated.
Gratefully,
Rick Hamilton

Community Luncheon
Thank you for your generous donations. They are greatly appreciated by our guests. Current needs are summer clothing for men, women and kids. There is always a need for men’s and women’s toiletries.
There is also a need for cookies and chips for our guests.
Thank you again and peace be with you.

New Covenant Partners
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