Our Newsletter for: April/May 2021

FROM THE FIRST
The First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Holly, NJ
From The Pastor
By Rev. Paul Zazzo

Take Notice
I love being part of a great church like First Pres. There are so many wonderful things happening in our
midst including the reception of 12 new covenant partners, a big Eggstreme Easter outreach event, growing
diversity in our worship services, an increase in online engagement, the Well Care Center starting up again,
and the planning that is taking place for a new outdoor recreation area for the community. For this, we are
excited, and we are grateful.
These are all great things, but it is not what will make us a great church. What makes a great church has
little to do with its programs, music, preaching, or buildings. A great church is one where its people excel
at what I would call “noticing.” Jesus was a master at noticing people. He noticed Zaccheus in the tree and
joined him for dinner. He noticed the woman at the well and offered her “living water.” He noticed the
man with leprosy and gave him a healing touch. When he encountered crowds, he noticed their needs and
met them with compassion.
If we want to be a great church, a church that reflects Jesus’ love, impacts lives for the Gospel, and makes a
difference in our community, then we need to get serious about the practice of “noticing.”
When we notice others, it gives us a chance to care for and serve them in love. One article I read recently
said, “If we don’t see that furrowed brow, we may not know to ask if we can pray with them about the stress
or anxiety they’re experiencing. If we don’t notice their clenched fist or tight jaw line, we probably won’t
address anger eating away at them. If we don’t look at their slumped posture or glossy eyes, we may not
realize their need for us to extend comfort or encouragement. People won’t always come to us. They often
won’t tell us their needs. But, a few observations give us a starting place for reaching out.”
It all begins by practicing the discipline of “noticing”. The next few months, chances to notice others will
abound. Whether it is our neighbors who are out and about as the weather warms up, friends and coworkers continuing to wrestle with all that is happening in the world, or guests attending First Pres, let us commit to paying attention to others and asking God for the opportunity to extend hospitality, friendship and
care. It is what Jesus did and what He taught His followers to do. As a result, they changed the world.
How might God use us to change our community by simply following the practice of “noticing?”
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Phone Number Change
Liz Amisson, Prayer Chain Coordinator, has a change of telephone number. Her new number is 609-7261407. If you have a prayer request, please contact her via phone or text at this new number. You can also
contact her by email @ Lizami7@yahoo.com.

Isolated Covenant Partners Contact
One of the great opportunities we have right now is to connect with those in our congregation who have been
even more isolated during the shutdown. Please take some time to reach out to some of our beloved covenant
partners listed below. Contact information can be found in the directory or call the church office.
This months covenant partners to contact are:
Elsa Bradford

John/Miriam Mengel

John Van Wagoner

Jim Hein

Dick Randolph

Mary Lou Wharton

Sue/John Holcroft

Shirley Steinmetz

Helen McWhirt

First Presbyterian Church
125 Garden Street
Mount Holly NJ 08060
609-267-0330

Servants of the Lord:
The Congregation

Servants of the Servants:
Paul Zazzo
Pastor

Church Office Email:
fpc.mtholly@gmail.com

Haley Bunting
Director of Next Generation
Ministries and Digital Engagement

Church Website:
www.firstpresmtholly.org

Brian Taylor
Praise Band and Worship Leader

FROM THE EDITOR

Harry Cunningham
Facilities Manager and
Community Luncheon Chef

Articles should be submitted by the 15th of the preceding month to the church
office so that staff can review and get the material included in the following
month’s edition. I can be reached at:

Jan Delgado
Director of Community Lunch

Robert Van Der Kamp
609-668-3557
bobvdk@yahoo.com

Barbara Biedenbach
Administrative Assistant
Gretchen Bisbort
Director of Operations

The Vision of First Presbyterian Church is: A Christ-Centered Community on Mission.
Mission: First Presbyterian Church exists to honor God by making more disciples.
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Mission and Ministry Update – March 2021
Ben and Amber Susek, Sheryl Markley & Carol Winner
As we approach Easter, it is inevitable that our thoughts would turn to new life, both as we watch life return in
spring and as we are reminded of the new life we are given in Christ. Our Savior displayed a particular care for
children, and at First Presbyterian it is our privilege to partner with agencies equipped to serve the most vulnerable in our community, both at home and abroad.
Family Promise of Burlington County envisions “a nation in which every family has a home, a livelihood,
and the chance to build a better future.” In the short term they meet the immediate needs of families by sheltering them and providing meals while working alongside these families to establish them in stable housing.
Thanks to Family Promise and their local partners, families stay intact. In 2020, Family Promise provided
1,786 nights of shelter to 12 families, consisting of 15 adults and 29 children. Those are 29 young lives sheltered from the trauma of homelessness or separation from their families.
2020 offered extra challenges, and those challenges are not yet past. Where previously families had sheltered
overnight in partner church buildings, this was no longer an option. Families were housed in a motel. Despite
the challenges, Family Promise seeks to house more families in 2021.
Family Promise also looks beyond the immediate need of providing emergency shelter by advocating for atrisk families, preventing homelessness, and stabilizing families. With this aim in mind, they have added a program whose purpose is to reach families at risk of eviction and help them to stay in their homes. In 2022 they
will add a program focused on ensuring that graduating families remain in stable housing. Pray for these new
programs, that they would provide the stability children need. Pray also for families experiencing the strain
of instability, and those living with the dread of eviction.
Bless Mt Holly – As you walk around your home or neighborhood, signs of new life are popping up all over.
What a perfect time to rebirth a ministry of adoption – wait, what? I never knew First Pres had an adoption
ministry… Well, we have had an “adopt a street” ministry called Bless Mt Holly. Some of our street guardians
are no longer able to participate in this ministry so it needs to be born again with new life in Christ. The vision
is to bless Mt Holly. The mission is to adopt 100% of Mt Holly’s streets in prayer.
Why “adoption?” Many of those who do not know Jesus as their Savior feel abandoned, hopeless, unworthy or
isolated. But Romans 8:15-16 tells us, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear,
but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children.” So if a street is adopted in prayer, it plants seeds of love for the people on
the street to come to know Christ, to know their inheritance in Him, to no longer feel abandoned, but hopeful
as adopted true heirs to God’s Kingdom.
Practicing prayer evangelism, as developed by Ed Silvoso of Harvest Evangelism and following Luke 10:5, 7,
9a, 9b, street adopters first pray for blessings and peace to all who live, work or attend school on the street.
Steps 2 and 3 are to fellowship with occupants as the Holy Spirit presents, and then pray for the felt needs of
those on the street. Step 4 is to proclaim the Kingdom of God is coming. Steps 1-4 could happen quickly, or
could take several years, as the Holy Spirit opens doors to people’s hearts and minds. A key point is to “Ask
God about our neighbors, before we ask our neighbors about God.”
Pastor Paul and our session have been encouraging us since the new year, to be a “Christ-centered church on
mission”. So what? How can you take your ordinary prayers and turn them into an extraordinary adoption of
people into God’s family? With prayer dedicated to the glory of God and following where the Spirit leads. In
so doing you can help bring new life into our community. So, for which street in Mt Holly is God calling you
to pray? You can get more information and join this movement of God by signing up on the church website
(www.firstpresmtholly.org) or contacting Sheryl Markley, sherylmarkley@gmail.com or Judy Kipp, judybunt-
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ing@yahoo.com. Pray that all streets in Mt Holly would be adopted by prayer intercessors and that the residents and tenants on the streets would know the love of God through our First Pres community on mission.
Casa Emanuel Home (Romania) – Seven year old Daria and her 5 siblings live in a group home with up to
20 additional children plus staff in Romania. Birthed as the International Children’s Aid Foundation in 1991,
Casa Emanuel Home was opened in 1997 to house orphans and children who had been abused or abandoned.
At Casa Emanuel they are introduced to Jesus Christ and given a warm, loving Christian home. Medical and
dental services plus recovery from physical & emotional traumas are provided. Infants thru high school age
study to develop life skills, educational proficiency, business skills, euro graphics and other skills. Students are
even supported as they go off to college. They also learn to laugh and love one another.
Some of Daria’s favorite things are the color pink, mashed potatoes, puzzles, and playing with friends – just
like 7 year old girls here in New Jersey. This year the children are all looking forward to Easter and new life in
Christ. Please pray for safety from COVID-19, acquisition of the property next door, sufficient food supply
including baby hogs, turkeys and chickens to be born and raised for a food supply, and good health for all
at ICAF.
If you would like to “birth” something new this spring, please consider coming alongside one of these ministries with prayer, participation and passion. Help to financially or physically support a homeless family in
Burlington County, pray that someone would come to know Christ because of your prayers and friendship,
financially support and emotionally encourage a child in Romania. Stop by the Mission Bulletin Board in
the church first floor hallway to learn more about all our mission partners. Please contact a member of the
mission team for more info: Ben 484-756-5319, Amber 224-289-1499, Carol 609-261-2610, or Sheryl 609230-5748.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Where: First Presbyterian Church
When: Saturday, April 17, 2021
Time: 8 am - 1 pm
Appointments are preferred.
For an appointment please contact: Mary Craig at 609.267.8621
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Are You Getting Excited??
By Gretchen Bisbort

We have passed the milestone, one year anniversary of the beginning of the pandemic, and it is hard to believe
that a year has really gone by. We have survived the winter months and holidays, and signs of spring are popping up all around! I know my family is ready to be able to be outside and see people. I am really excited
about some opportunities that we are working on to connect people together again in community. One thing
that we have learned from the pandemic is how much we are actually able to do outdoors! We were able to
worship outside from July through Thanksgiving when worship was not possible to do safely indoors. Would
you have ever imagined that could happen? It has opened our eyes to look at our property and dream of ways
we can utilize the outdoor space that we have. We have a team of people who are looking at developing our
backlot into a space that we can use to host events, interact with and serve our community, and connect with
one another. We will be sharing these ideas in more detail over the next months, so you can see how you can
help make this dream a reality.
There is a lot we can do right now, though! On April 24th we will be having a spring cleanup day to get ready
for the fun things we have planned for the summer. Mark your calendar to come out and help us! I have included a “before shot” to inspire you to help be a part of the makeover. Stay tuned for the “after” shot!
Sooo what are these things that we have planned? -First Friday Family Fun Nights is one. Starting in May and
continuing into September, we are going to take the first Friday of every month and offer some kind of fun activity for people of all ages to join in and invite others to. Every month will look a little different from outdoor
movies, to hot dogs, to volleyball, to minute-to-win-it games - so many possibilities! The one thing you can
count on is getting to hang out and enjoy one another and have some fun! We all could use some of that, I
think! In addition, Summer Blast will be back on Wednesday nights in July, so keep your eyes open for more
details as we get closer. Start thinking about who you can invite!
If you were still feeling the winter doldrums and pandemic fatigue, I hope you are starting to feel a twinge of
anticipation reading about the exciting things that God is leading us into this spring and summer!
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Egg-Streme Egg Hunt
By Haley Bunting
Hi everyone! I cannot wait for the Egg-Streme Egg hunt event. A huge Thank you to everyone who provided
Eggs and Candy-Because of your contribution we will be able to supply the entire egg hunt for over 200 kids!
When my team began to plan the event, we were planning for 150 kids, that number soon grew to 200 after we
posted the event on Facebook. We currently have 250 people who have responded to the event on Facebook
and that number is still growing.
Throughout the planning stages of this even I have been able to make a lot of amazing connections with our
community. I have connected with the Mt. Holly Elks, Burlington County Parks Department, Sacred Heart
School, Mt. Holly Police Department and many small business owners. All of these organizations and businesses are committed to helping and providing for the community- so they jumped right in and are hosting
their own stop on the scavenger hunt.
Please be praying for this event; be praying for warm and beautiful weather and be praying that the community
will be able to use this event as a connection point with our congregation.
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Resource from Orange: ParentCue

How Easter Gives Us Hope in the Midst of a Pandemic
Sarah Anderson
I’ve got good news and bad news.
The bad news is: we’re in the middle of a health crisis and global pandemic that has radically restructured our
normal routines and ways of life that none of us have ever had to walk through before.
The good news is: we’re all in it together. None of us have been here before—meaning we’re all learning as
we go, and we-re co-journeyers in these unprecedented times.
But even in the camaraderie of knowing we are in this together, there are the questions.
•

How do we fill our days?

•

How do we get everything done that needs to get done?

•

How do we maximize family time?

•

How do we not drive each other crazy in the process?

•

How do we instill faith in our kids, while also addressing the very real fear they (and we) are facing?

Don’t overcomplicate the already complicated
As a parent of an eight and ten year old, these are the questions on repeat in my head—especially the last one.
As an adult that struggles with fear and anxiety of my own, I worry about what my kids are not just picking up
from the news, but from my own behaviors.
I wonder how much information is too much for them to handle. I debate over what to tell them and what to
keep to myself. I find myself thinking I’m never doing it right for my kids, because it often feels like I am never doing it right for myself.
These were the things cycling around and around in my mind the past couple of weeks. Until one of the rare
moments of quiet in my house—that never seems to empty of the people who live here anymore—I wondered
if maybe we’re over complicating things. Not that these aren’t complicated times, but that maybe returning to
the basics is the best thing we can do.

Between Christmas and Easter
As a country, the reality of COVID-19 really hit home for us in the time between Christmas and Easter. As I
thought about the timing of it all, it didn’t seem insignificant. In fact, it seemed like maybe there was meaning
there that would help us, as a family, as parents to young kids, navigate the fear.
When I think of Christmas, I think of the message of Immanuel—God with us. I think of the enormity of the
decision God made in sending divinity to live alongside humanity. I think of the normalness Jesus was born
into—the mundane features of day to day life, but also the fear and unknowing and uncertainty of day-to-day
life.
The message of Christmas—33 years before Jesus died—was that God saw us and wanted to be near us. And
so He came. And He stayed. And for so many people who encountered Him in the 33 years he walked the
Earth, it was His presence alongside them that changed things for them.
And then, just a couple of months later, we celebrate Easter.
A time we specifically draw attention to for the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. But
tucked into the message of Easter isn’t simply the particular message of Jesus’ life after death.
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What Easter is about
Easter is the message of beauty from ashes. It’s the message of the hardest things imaginable—yielding life
when it seemed improbable, impossible.
It’s the idea that the worst things are never the last things. That the story isn’t over. That love wins. That good
wins. That life is full of hurt and loss, of hard and uncertain, and that to feel those things and acknowledge
those things isn’t weak, but necessary.
And that even then, God meets us there with a message of life and hope and newness.
In other words, in a season marked by fear and loss, of uncertainty and difficulty, there are the two most fundamental messages of Christianity to draw comfort from:

God is with us. And the story isn’t over.

Easter reminds us that God is with us
These days, as I parent my kids—and I coach myself day in day out—I keep these two messages front and center.
•

When faith shrinks in the face of fear, God is with us.

•

When loss overwhelms us, the story isn’t over.

We may be new to parenting in the time of a pandemic. But what we are feeling isn’t new to God. The messages He made sure humanity received are the messages we need more now than ever. In uncertain times, we
have God’s presence. In a new normal that shows no signs of changing, we have hope that the story isn’t over,
and beauty can come even from this.
Parenting in a pandemic raises a lot of questions. But it also raises to the forefront of our minds the two most
foundational ideas of our faith.
When parenting our kids and wondering if we’re doing it right, we can be sure we are at least doing something
right when we recenter our family’s dialogue around the things that never cease to be true, when everything
else around us changes.
God is with us. And the story isn’t over.

Community Luncheon

Thank you for all of your gifts and support through the virus shutdown. The Community Luncheon continues
with takeout lunches that are placed in plastic grocery bags to give to our guests.
The most needed items are for spring/summer wear: Men’s shirts, t-shirts, any type underwear and socks.
Women’s spring/summer wear is also needed. We always need new toiletries like 3-1 shampoo –
conditioner—body wash and deodorant, etc.
The Community Luncheon is also in need of cases of 16.9 fl oz bottled water, boxes of instant mashed potatoes, noodles, rotini, cookies, breakfast bars and boxes/bags of variety 1oz or 2oz individual bags of chips.
All are in short supply to give out on Monday and Friday Community Luncheons.
To give you an idea of how much of these food items we use:
Each week we give out over 300 bottles of water
Each week we give out over 300 bags of chips
Each week we give out over 900 cookies
Each week we give out over 200 breakfast granola or oatmeal bars
Each time we make casserole we use about 40 boxes of rotini or 20 bags of noodles
Most of the time we make mashed potatoes and we go through many boxes each week. The preferred brand is
Idaho Spuds. Noodles are sometimes substituted for the mashed potatoes with vegetables.
Thank you again for your support.
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APRIL 2021

4 Easter
9:00 Easter Service
11:00 Easter Service

12
10:30 Need Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Session Meeting

5
10:30 Need Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Team Leaders Meeting

20
7:00 Boy Scouts

13
7:00 Boy Scouts

6
7:00 Boy Scouts

TUE

11
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

19
10:30 Need Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Deacons Meeting

27
7:00 Boy Scouts

MON

18
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

26
10:30 Need Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon

SUN

25
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

WED

7

14

21

28

22

15

8

1 Maundy Thusday
7:00 Maundy Thursday
Service

THU

23
24 Spring Cleaning
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

16
17
12:00 Community Lunch- 8:00 Red Cross Blood
eon
Drive
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

9
10
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

2 Good Friday
3
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon
7:00 Good Friday Serrvice

FRI

SAT

29

30
12:00 Community Luncheon

9
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

2
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

10
11
10:30 Need Prayer
7:00 Boy Scouts
(Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Session Meeting

3
4
10:30 Need Prayer
7:00 Boy Scouts
(Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Team Leaders Meet-

Tue

16
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

17
18
10:30 Need Prayer
7:00 Boy Scouts
(Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon
7:00 Deacons Meeting

Mon

23
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

24
25
10:30 Need Prayer
7:00 Boy Scouts
(Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon

Sun

30
9:30 Worship Service
6:00 Youth Group

31 Memorial Day
10:30 Need Prayer
(Zoom)
12:00 Community Luncheon

Wed

Sat

6

7
8
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

Fri

13

14
15
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

Thu

20

21
22
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

1
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

27

May 2021
5

12

19

26

28
29
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon
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