Our Newsletter for: Dec 2020/Jan 2021

FROM THE FIRST
The First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Holly, NJ
Pastoral
By Rev. Paul Zazzo
A few years ago, I read a book called “The Same Kind of Different as Me.” It was a powerful story of
friendship, forgiveness, compassion and unconditional love. I’ve been thinking about that book this year,
not as much because of the content (which is great), but more the title. When the words are flipped around,
they seem to be a fitting description for this upcoming Christmas season: A Different Kind of Same. The
reality is, while everything from shopping to family time to the structure of our worship services will be
different because of the pandemic, the core message of our celebration remains the same: the God of the
universe coming to Earth, taking on flesh, and “moving into the neighborhood (John 1:14 MSG),” in order
to rescue, redeem and restore all of fallen creation. Awesome.

This season presents an incredible opportunity for us to learn, proclaim, and celebrate this same central
message in new and creative ways as individuals, families, and churches. As a church, we will celebrate
Christmas Eve a bit differently this year with outdoor worship and a neighborhood block party. I cannot
guarantee it will go smoothly, but we will have fun trying! In the craziness of 2020, we have an invitation
from God to do things differently, because “He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8).
Therefore, I give you permission to try something unique this Christmas season – not because the shutdown
is forcing you to, but because God’s faithfulness has freed you.
As you seek to do things differently this season, here are a few ideas and resources others have shared with
me:
•
•
•

Advent Conspiracy (adventconspiracy.org) – a movement focused on celebrating Christmas “humbly,
beautifully, and generously.”
The Bible Project Advent Series (bibleproject.com) – a great series of videos to watch together as a
family that explores the narrative themes of advent in a simple yet profound way
NextGen Ministry Family Resources – Haley and our NextGen Team has put together some fantastic
ideas for engaging Advent and Christmas this year. She continues to amaze me. Be sure to check out
their section in this newsletter.

If you have heard of other great ideas, please share them with us so we can share them with others.
Grateful for you,
Paul
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Editor’s Note:
“From The First” newsletter is changing to a two month newsletter aka 6 times a year. There was no November 2020 newsletter during the transition.

Dear Church Family:
Thank you for the print of the church building that was sent to our new home in VA. Since our family grew
up at 1st Pres, the print is a very meaningful gift! We will miss everyone and look forward to visiting.
Mike and Nancy Rivera

First Presbyterian Church
125 Garden Street
Mount Holly NJ 08060
609-267-0330

Servants of the Lord:
The Congregation

Servants of the Servants:
Paul Zazzo
Pastor

Church Office Email:
fpc.mtholly@gmail.com

Rick Hamilton
Assistant Minister

Church Website:
www.firstpresmtholly.org

Haley Bunting
Director of Next Generation
Ministries
Brian Taylor
Praise Band and Worship Leader
Harry Cunningham
Building Supervisor & Sexton

FROM THE EDITOR

Articles should be submitted by the 15th of the preceding month to the church
office so that staff can review and get the material included in the following
month’s edition. I can be reached at:

Robert Van Der Kamp
609-668-3557
bobvdk@yahoo.com

Jan Delgado
Director of Community Lunch
Barbara Biedenbach
Administrative Assistant
Gretchen Bisbort
Financial Secretary

The Vision of First Presbyterian Church is: A Heart for the Rancocas Valley.
Mission: First Presbyterian Church exists to honor God by making more disciples.
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December Birthdays
01
03
04
05
06
08
08
14
17
17
18

Thomas Reid
Michael Rivera
Ted Zeller
Jan Delgado
Jeanne Mehling
Katie Kershaw
Cecelia Kosowski
Camron D’Entremont
Matthew Eckart
Michael Monaco
Carolyn Sumner

18
19
20
23
23
24
24
25
30

December Anniversaries

Lucy Taylor
Lindsay Benish
Jill Ketels
Charles Parker
Kimberly Stewart
Jack Braun
Sarah Moran
John Megill
Mathew Corda

January Birthdays
01
02
03
05
05
06
06
08
10
11
12
16
16
18

Amanda Hamilton
Errol Cady
David Crespin
Deaglan McClenahan
Ethan Taylor
Allie Biglin
Denise Carlani
Donna Van Walsen
Joshua Correa
Doris Bulaga
Nadine Parker
Alison Bunting
Andrew Cross
Kyle Ketels

21
22
22
24
24
25
25
27
28
30
30

06
17
22
26

Michael and Barbara Biglin
Ralph and Gwenn Eskilson
Curtis and Donna Van Walsen
John and Suellen Holcroft

January Anniversaries

Letitia Kelley
Deborah Pica
Larry Varner
Angela Jones
William Melvin
Manuel Delgado
Vanessa Paneque
Jacob Kosowski
Elizabeth Braun
Stacy Hamilton
Eric Taylor

None

Thanksgiving Baskets update
The Board of Deacons wish to Thank everyone that participated in our Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Thank you
to all who adopted a family, for those who helped financially & for all your prayers! We provided 49 families
with a Thanksgiving Basket. They will be Blessed this Thanksgiving because of your generosity.
May God Bless You,
Board of Deacons

Operation Christmas Child update
Our youth group would like to thank everyone that participated in Operation Christmas Child. With on-line
and in person our youth collected a total of 80 boxes! Please continue to be in prayer for children receiving
their box and for Samaritan’s Purse personnel as they travel throughout the world to deliver the Christmas
boxes.
Many Thanks,
FPC Youth Group
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Boy Scout Troop 36
Greetings One and All from Scouts, BSA, Troop 36, a chartered partner with the First Presbyterian Church,
here in Mt Holly, since 1937. We are proud to offer the Scouting program to young men throughout our local
area. We meet Tuesday nights at 7 PM in Fellowship Hall and would love to have you come by and visit.
There are many opportunities for both youth and adults to enjoy outdoor activities, leadership opportunities
and good clean fun. Here is a sampling of some of the events we do:
Camping, Kayaking, Hiking, Archery, Canoeing, Rock Climbing, White Water Rafting, High Ropes Course,
Zip Line, Go-Karts, scout skills and outdoor survival.
There is even more information on our website at: https://troop-36.org. Thanks for your time and we look forward to seeing you. Dan Todd- dantodd228@gmail.com or Suzanne Freeman-suzannefreeman@yahoo.com

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Where: First Presbyterian Church
When: Saturday, Jan 23, 2021
Time: 8 am - 1 pm
Appointments are preferred.
For an appointment please contact: Mary Craig at 609.267.8621

Community Luncheon
Thank you for all of your gifts and support through the summer months and virus shutdown. The Community
Luncheon continues with takeout lunches that are placed in plastic grocery bags to give to our guests.
The most needed items are for winter wear: Men’s and Women’s coats, Men’s shirts, t-shirts, any type underwear and socks. Women’s winter wear is also needed. We always need new toiletries like shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc. Another need is for blankets.
The Community Luncheon is also in need of cases of 16.9 fl oz bottled water, boxes of instant mashed potatoes, noodles, rotini, cookies, breakfast bars and boxes/bags of variety 1oz or 2oz individual bags of chips. All
are in short supply to give out on Monday and Friday Community Luncheons.
Thank you again for your support.
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Mission and Ministry Update December 2020
Presbyterian Reformed Ministries International (PRMI) is headquartered in western North Carolina with the mission: “Exalting Jesus Christ! Igniting the Church in the power of the Holy Spirit under the authority of the Holy Bible as
the Word of God, through Prayer, Leadership Development, Growing the Church, and Mission Outreach, so that the
church will be empowered to do all that Christ commands to the glory of God the Father!” Since March, all of the teaching, prayer and camps have been online. Imagine Upward Challenge where 60 teens from around the world gathered on
Zoom for 5 days worshiping, glorifying and growing in the wisdom and grace of God! They poured out their hearts to
each other in small group Break Rooms, shared forgiveness through communion with the body of Christ, and were ignited by the Holy Spirit to share the Good News of the Gospel to their families and friends.
Additional online teaching has been on “Life with the Spirit,” “Listening Evangelism,” “Where is Jesus in Times of Crisis?”, “Racial and Justice Reconciliation,” “Foundations of Kingdom Intercession,” and teaching on the dance of cooperation with the Holy Spirit, culminating with time in the virtual “Upper Room” and receiving ministry gifts for service to
the Lord.
The Global Prayer Initiative gathers every Monday, Wednesday and Friday on Zoom to pray with a community of about
35 intercessors from across the globe. It is an edifying and encouraging experience to listen to God for what He is leading that day, then pray with others into reality the vision given. An exciting example of God and His people in unity
came the other day when just before the Zoom call, I (Sheryl) received a call from a client that they were cancelling because of severe pain from a kidney stone. Fifteen minutes into the call, the spouse texted me they were probably going to
the ER. I put up the prayer request in the Chat Room. Forty-five minutes later, I received an elated text that the kidney
stone had passed – praise God!
PRMI also offers prayer ministry for: those who are hurting; intercessors for churches and pastors; pastors leading congregations; elders seeking God’s guidance how to lead their churches. They have found that learning how to cooperate
with the Holy Spirit changes how a person advances the Kingdom of God and there is evidence of personal renewal and
revival. If any of this excites you, visit www.PRMI.org/events to see what you can be a part of to grow in your discipleship, prayer intercession, evangelism, and faith in God. PRMI does not charge for any of its programs. Donations are
accepted to support the entire ministry.
Pray for the global outreach of PRMI to continue and grow; prayer intercessors of all ages to be raised up to “pray in”
the Kingdom of God; funds to complete the Prayer House; teachers to be blessed with wisdom to share and students to
be blessed with growth in their relationships with Jesus.
Benj, Corrie, Daniel and Elizabeth Giffone serve in Lithuania. Benj, an ordained ECO pastor through mentorship with
Rev Barry Gray and FPCMH, teaches courses in Theology at LCC International University. Students come from three
dozen countries plus there are a number of refugees seeking to further their education. As the director of the Center for
Faith and Human Flourishing, Benj assists LCC’s faculty in conducting and presenting scholarly research in all disciplines and organizes scholarly conferences. The majority of students do not have a relationship with Jesus Christ but
come from various backgrounds including atheist/agnostic, Muslim, nominal Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox
homes/nations. All required courses, including liberal arts, are taught from a Christian worldview. What a captive audience for the Good News of the Gospel!
Both Benj and Corrie are active in the spiritual life of students through Bible study, philosophy nights, chapel services,
outreach efforts and mentoring/counselling students. Benj preaches at local churches on occasion and both use their musical talents in worship services and special choral events on campus and in local churches. Benj has also published his
doctorate thesis, ‘Sit At My Right Hand’: The Chronicler’s Portrait of the Tribe of Benjamin in the Social Context of Yehud. A summary is available on their website.

Please pray for the students to be able to safely gather, study and grow in relationships through the challenges of Covid19; pray for opportunities to plant seeds of the Gospel and nurture new relationships with Jesus; pray for the next generation of Christian leaders; pray for Daniel and Elizabeth studying in-person at school – friendships, health and education;
pray for wisdom about further ministry with their church in Klaipeda.
For more information: www.LCC.LT www.thinkhardthinkwell.com/lithuania/donate
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Next Gen. Ministry:
I know this Holiday season is going to look pretty different for many of us; travel plans canceled, relatives we
can’t visit, and parties that won’t be held. Still, we can create memories and new traditions from home. Here
are some resources to help you and your family have a memorable Holiday at Home.
Resources for your Holiday at Home:
Advent Calendar: Provided in this newsletter is a calendar with tasks each day for your family to complete
together - some silly, and some a bit more serious. Both are guaranteed to create laughter and lasting memories.
ParentCue: a resource from Orange. The ParentCue offers resources in the form of podcasts, blogs and videos. The recent posts include topics such as Holidays, Budgeting, and how to cope with Covid and school at
home.
Jingle Jam: This year Jingle Jam will be a VIRTUAL party! We will pack up boxes with treats and games everything you need for an amazing party! You can pick up your box on Dec. 11 th from 6-8 pm through our
drive-thru Pick-up Party! Then on Dec. 12th at 7 pm we will go live and host the virtual party! I am so excited
to Party with you all! Our Goal is to pass out 100 kits (That’s 100 Families partying with us!!!) so we are asking that if you sign up your family for a kit that you also sign up for a friend, neighbor, or classmate; and invite
them to our party by dropping their box off! Please see the Jingle Jam invite or visit our website for more info!
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Outside Worship services

SUN

TUE

4
5
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

SAT

3

11
12:00 Community Luncheon
6:00 –8:00 Jingle Jam
Pickup Party (Drive thru
for materials)

FRI

10

18
19
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

THU

17

25
26
12:00 Community Lunch- 10:30 AA
eon
10:30 Alanon

WED

24
TBD Christmas Eve service

16

9

23

31

12
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon
7:00 Jingle Jam
(Facebook or website)

30

2

December 2020
MON
1
7:00 Boy Scouts

14
15
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
7:00 Boy Scouts
12:00 Community Luncheon

Note: Some events may
be held by Zoom or
online via Facebook or
FPC website

13
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

21
22
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
7:00 Boy Scouts
12:00 Community Luncheon

7
8
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
7:00 Boy Scouts
12:00 Community Luncheon

20
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

28
29
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
7:00 Boy Scouts
12:00 Community Luncheon

6
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

27
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

5
7:00 Boy Scouts

Tue

4
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community
Luncheon

12
7:00 Boy Scouts

Mon

3
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups
11
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community
Luncheon
6:00 Deacon Meeting
(undecorating sanctuary)
7:00 Session Meeting

19
7:00 Boy Scouts

27

20

13

6

Wed

January 2021
Sun

10
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

18
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community
Luncheon

Note: Some events may
be held by Zoom

17
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

25
10:30 Prayer (Zoom)
12:00 Community
Luncheon

26
7:00 Boy Scouts

24
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups
31
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Children’s Church
10:30 Growth Groups
6:00 Youth Groups

1
12:00 Community
Luncheon

9
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

2
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

Sat

7

8
12:00 Community
Luncheon

16
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

Fri

14

15
12:00 Community
Luncheon

23
8:00 Red Cross Blood
Drive
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

Thu

21

22
12:00 Community
Luncheon

30
10:30 AA
10:30 Alanon

28

29
12:00 Community
Luncheon

