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A Letter From
The Pastor
     Greetings, beloved!  It's been a

couple of months since I've taken time

to update you.  Apologies!  

     In June, I finished my final seminary

course at Northern (yay!).  I've now

begun the process of writing my thesis,

which will be somewhere between 50

and 100 pages and will be due this May.  

It feels like there is light at the end of

the tunnel, but your prayers are very

appreciated.  This has been an

incredibly fulfilling journey of getting a

theological education, but I'm ready to

not be in school anymore!

     Julie and I will be going to Destin in

October with our family.  We are

looking forward to several days of fun

on the beach with the grandkids.  I

want to give a shout out to Tim and

Kris Worgan, who will handle the

preaching duties while I'm gone.  I

know they will do a fantastic job!

     I also want to express my deepest

appreciation for all of you who have

spent hours this month beautifying

the church.  Your hard work is paying

off!  Especially thanks to Danielle and

Tim Scheurer who have done most of

the coordinating and planning!

     Keep reading for more updates

about our church.  Several things are

in motion, including the appointment

of new Council members.  Blessings,

friends!

Kevin
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Prayer Needs

That our food pantry will be fully funded, and that large enough quantities of food can be located and

purchased.

Pray for wisdom and direction in how to expand our ministry to our neighborhood.

Julie is ready to pass the reigns of  Kid's ministry to the next person.  Pray that God will send just the right

person to fulfill this need and take us into the future.

Leadership
Council
Updates
     The last Council meeting took place

September 14.  Financially the church

is doing well, thanks to a few large

donations in August.  Because of the

generosity of our members, and at the

motion of the finance chairman, the

Council voted to send $1,000 to the

Vineyard church in New Orleans to

help with Hurricane Ida relief.  Go

team!

     Shawn and Tina Combs, leaders of

our food pantry, attended the meeting

and gave an update on the pantry

ministry.  The chief problem the

pantry faces at the moment is the

inability to find shelf-stable food to

purchase.  Whether the result of

COVID of something else, the stock at

the regional food bank remains

low, making it difficult to find

enough product to give out.  Right

now we are asking for two things.

One, please consider purchasing

extra canned veggies, pasta, and

sauce when you do your own

shopping that you can donate to

the pantry.  Two, if you see a good

deal when shopping, please pass 

 that info to Shawn, Tina, or Tim

Scheurer so that they can make

arrangements to take advantage of

it.  Our pantry is our primary

outreach to our parish and is an

essential part of who we are as a

church who wants to take care of

"the least of these", so please help

out in any way you can.

     We are in the process of hiring

someone who will tear down and

haul off the old house that sits on

our property.  We estimate the cost

will be approximately $2,000, which

will be covered by the leftover

money raise when we purchased

that property.  

     We are actively working to

spruce up the building.  If you've

been at church you've noticed the

new paint in the sanctuary.  We've

also had teams working on the

fellowship room and hope to have

it completed within the next

month.  This month will also have a

work day where a team will begin

to re-paint the hallways between

the foyer and the fellowship room.

     Our next meeting will be

Tuesday, October 12 at 7pm.  As

always, if you have a question or

concern you are invited to attend,

or submit your questions prior to

the meeting at contact@vccfs.org.  

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let

your requests be made known to God.”
(Philippians 4:6, NRSV)



In every newsletter we like highlight some of our council members.  These

are your leaders, often behind the scenes, that make the day-to-day

operating decisions for the church.  We are so appreciative of their

service!

Cissy Bruton
VCC: How long have you been at the Vineyard?

Cissy: 17 years.

VCC: What caused you to make the Vineyard 

your home church?  

Cissy: Every here is genuine, kind and truly

makes you part of a family.

VCC: What is one thing people don't know 

about you?

Cissy: I served in the Air Force for 8 years. 

(Thank you, Cissy!)

VCC: If you could be any animal what would you be?

Cissy: A Kentucky Derby race horse!

Tim Scheurer
VCC: How long have you been at the

Vineyard?

Tim: 17 years.

VCC: What caused you to make the

Vineyard your home church?

Tim: Danielle!  (Was this missionary dating

or what?!)

VCC: What is one thing people don't know

about you?

Tim: I flew on an airplane for the first time

in my life at age 53.

VCC: Flashback to age 10.  What did you want to be when you grew up?

Tim: Tall!

We appreciate you.  Thank you so much for serving our body!

Council
Spotlight

“Yet you are
holy, enthroned
on the praises of
Israel.” (Psalm
22:3, NRSV)

PSALM 22:3

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesdays
Midweek service at 6:30pm

Thursdays
Food Pantry 5:30-7:00pm

October 3
Wedding shower for Megan
Hoelzeman and Seth Hawley
1-3pm
Registered: theknot.com

August 12
Leadership Council Meeting
7pm 

October 17
Church Potluck following the
service



Here is a financial snapshot through August 2021.  

 

                                                          Budget                              Actual

Regular Income                         $96,000                             $85,506

Designated Income                                                              $24,594

Expenses                                       $96,000                           $100,777

Over/Under                                                                              $  9,323

Thanks to some large donations in July we have been able to mostly

catch up for the year.  Thanks be to God!  Please give as you are able,

either in-person, or online at vccfs.org/give.

Event Request
Procedures
A new online form has been created    

in order to streamline our

procedure for scheduling events,

both personal and church related.

Please use this form for any request

to advertise upcoming events, as

well as to request the use of church

facilities or resources.  Upon

submitting the form the office will

use this information to reserve your

date on the church calendar

(assuming there are not conflicts),

reserve any requested items, and

make public announcements as

applicable.  

The new form can be found pinned

at the top of our Private Facebook

group (if you aren't a member

search for Vineyard Fort Smith

Private Group and request to join)

and on the home page of our

church app (if you have not

downloaded this yet, search your

app store for Church Center and

follow the prompts to connect to

Vineyard Fort Smith).  You can also

access it directly using the link:

https://vccfs.churchcenter.com/pe

ople/forms/272076.

If all else fails, you can ask Kevin or

Cissy to send you a link to the form.

Please keep in mind this form is for  

use by church members only.

Financial Update

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel;
it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who has faith, to the Jew
first and also to the Greek.” (Romans

1:16, NRSV)
 



     When the idea began forming a few years ago to have a Leadership Council who would make the operating

decisions  for the church, I had a couple of purposes in mind.  First, our purely Elder-led model wasn’t working.  The

role of the Elders is to work with the Pastor to provide for the spiritual needs of the church. They don’t exist to take

care of the day-to-day operations. Which meant that most of the time the oversight for these things fell to me. I found

myself increasingly being the hub of a many-spoked wheel, and every decision was coming to me for consideration. I

felt that for my own sanity, and the health of the church, this needed to change.  Second, I wanted to see greater

ownership for the church by its members.  God shares power, as crazy as it sounds, and in so doing has established a

precedent for how churches should operate - within a mutually submissive team.  Finally, teams leverage the

strengths of many, which helps ensure that the best possible decisions are being made for the wellbeing of the

church.

     This being said, it is now time to appoint  some new council members, and I wanted to make you aware of the

process and how we are asking you to participate.  The council has five "at large" members.  They each serve a two-

year term on a staggered basis, which means that each year 2-3 members roll off.  This time Tim and Danielle, as the

longest serving members, will step down.  I want to thank them for their outstanding service and commitment to our

body as they have served in this role!

     In October we will ask you to nominate new council members.  Everyone who is on our roles (i.e. in our system)

who is active will be sent a letter highlighting the responsibilities of council members.  We will give you a couple of

weeks to prayerfully consider who to nominate (up to 3 people).  You CAN nominate yourself if you feel like this is a

place you'd like to serve.  In November, after nominations are in, we will begin to approach those who have received

the most nominations to see who is willing to serve on the council.  At this time, the board of elders and the sitting

council will make the final appointments.  The new council members will be presented at our annual Town Hall

meeting in January.

     Prior to starting the process we will again put out a list of everyone we have currently active in our system, as this

will determine who receives the nomination form.  Please look it over and update it as necessary.  I want to thank you

in advance for your participation and input, and we all look forward to working with a new group of council members

in 2022!

Grace & Peace!

Kevin

Council Nominations


