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     Hey friends.  June was incredibly

busy for me, so I took a  month off from

the newsletter.  Mostly because I forgot

to do it! 

     The  first week of June I was in

Chicago - taking my last ever seminary

class!!  I still have to complete the

project for this class, and then I begin

the process of writing a 50-100 page

thesis.  But I'm excited to be on the

downhill slope!  Thank you to everyone  

for you patience and support.

     I am excited for the project I'm doing

for my last class.  I will be doing a

demographic study of our parish, with

the goal of producing a 5-year

missional strategy to reach Southtown.

As part of the study, I am looking for

the areas of pain and need in our

parish, and how God might call us to

work along side him to meet those

needs.  One thing has become clear to

me lately; COVID threw me into a

maintenance mindset regarding

church.  I've just been trying to hold

on to what we have.  But the church is

called to mission.  We are to be on the

offensive, taking the hope of the

Gospel outside our doors.  Pray for me

that I will discern God's leading as I

interview principals, aldermen, police,

and other parish influencers to see

where God is at work and inviting us

to join him.  In the end, this project is

about much more than just a grade for

a class.  God wants us to love

Southtown.  I'm excited for our future!

IN THIS ISSUE

Prayers  Needs

Leadership Council
Updates

Council Spotlight

Event Request
Procedures

Financial Update

“If any want to
become my
followers, let them
deny themselves
and take up their
cross and follow
me."

A Cruciformed Life



Prayer Needs

Brooke Cagle tested positive for COVID.  Pray for a light case and quick recovery as she quarantines the next

couple of weeks.

Lila Morrow is undergoing a battery of tests to try and determine why her sodium levels are dropping and

her heart is having arrhythmia.  Pray for peace and that the doctors will find the root cause of these issues.

Sean Williams father, Dick, was admitted to the hospital with COPD related issues.  Pray for recovery.

Pray for wisdom and direction in how to expand our ministry to our neighborhood.

Leadership
Council
Updates

The latest Council meeting took place

July 13th.  Two members were absent.   

In financial business it was noted that

we are running on a slight deficit for

2021 of around $3,500.  While we have

a good cushion in savings and

checking, they will take a hit as we

purchase new A/C units for the

church.  The situation is far from dire,

but we do need to see an increase in

giving or a corresponding decrease in

ministry spending.

The trustees have been busy

installing a window A/C unit in the

walk-in cooler.  A CoolBot will also

be installed, which together will

allow the temperature in the cooler

to reach 50 degrees or cooler - cool

enough to keep fruits and veggies.  

 We've have a couple of recent

incidences where the church

building was left unlocked.  The

trustees are also researching ways

to keep our building more secure,

including possibly rekeying the

locks and installing keypad

accessibility at certain points.

The Council began reviewing the

process for doing salary reviews,

the nomination and election

process for new council members,

and the process for setting and

approving an operating budget for

2022.  These will be ongoing tasks

through the end of the year. 

 Heads-up: If you currently lead a

ministry someone from the

Financial Board will be reaching out

to you to submit a budget for your

ministry.

The next meeting will be August

10th at 7pm.  We encourage  any

member with concerns or

proposals to submit them prior to

the meeting at contact@vccfs.org. 

 Alternatively, the first  30 minutes

of the meeting is open to any

member who would like to attend

in person to make

recommendations or voice

concerns.

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let

your requests be made known to God.”
(Philippians 4:6, NRSV)



Each month we want to highlight two of our current council members. 

 These are your leaders, often behind the scenes, that make the day-to-

day operating decisions for the church.  We are so appreciative of their

service!

Clint Ledbetter (Financial Board Chairman)
VCC: How long have you been at the Vineyard?

Clint: 11 years.

VCC: What caused you to make the Vineyard 

your home church?  

Clint: The church felt comfortable and the

teaching was Bible-based.

VCC: What is one thing people don't know 

about you?

Clint: Coached football for a college national 

title team.

VCC: If you went to happy hour what would you order?

Clint: Sweet tea.  Rock on, Clint!

Kathy Urban
VCC: How long have you been at the

Vineyard?

Kathy: 3 years here, though attended a

Vineyard in Colorado 4 or 5 years before

coming here.

VCC: What caused you to make the

Vineyard your home church? 

Kathy: We wanted a Vineyard church since

that was what we had attended in

Colorado.  (We also think a certain realtor

they used might have had something to do

with it, cough, cough).

VCC: What is one thing people don't know about you?

Kathy: I love to paint!

VCC: If you could be any animal what would you be?

Kathy: A horse!  Watch out, Mr. Ed!

We appreciate you.  Thank you so much for serving our body!

Council
Spotlight

“Yet you are
holy, enthroned
on the praises of
Israel.” (Psalm
22:3, NRSV)

PSALM 22:3

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesdays
Midweek service at 6:30pm

Thursdays
Food Pantry 5:30-7:00pm

July 16
Church Game Night
Mexican Train at 6:30pm

July 25
Christmas Pantry Silent
Auction following the service

July 26-30
Painting Fellowship Room 

August 1
Vineyard Kids meeting
following the service

August 3
Ladies Night Out
Message Lisa La Rocque if you
plan to attend 479.407.4037

August 8
Church Potluck following the
service

August 10
Leadership Council Meeting
7pm 



Here is a financial snapshot at the halfway point of 2021.  

 

                                                          Budget                              Actual

Regular Income                         $72,000                             $53,733

Designated Income                                                              $20,999

Expenses                                       $72,000                            $78,294

Over/Under                                                                              $ -3,562

Please give as you are able, either in-person, or online at

vccfs.org/give.

Event Request
Procedures
A new online form has been created    

in order to streamline our

procedure for scheduling events,

both personal and church related.

Please use this form for any request

to advertise upcoming events, as

well as to request the use of church

facilities or resources.  Upon

submitting the form the office will

use this information to reserve your

date on the church calendar

(assuming there are not conflicts),

reserve any requested items, and

make public announcements as

applicable.  

The new form can be found pinned

at the top of our Private Facebook

group (if you aren't a member

search for Vineyard Fort Smith

Private Group and request to join)

and on the home page of our

church app (if you have not

downloaded this yet, search your

app store for Church Center and

follow the prompts to connect to

Vineyard Fort Smith).  You can also

access it directly using the link:

https://vccfs.churchcenter.com/pe

ople/forms/272076.

If all else fails, you can ask Kevin or

Cissy to send you a link to the form.

Please keep in mind this form is for  

use by church members only.

Financial Update

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel;
it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who has faith, to the Jew
first and also to the Greek.” (Romans

1:16, NRSV)
 



I've been asked a few times about the meaning

of the title of this newsletter - Cruciformed.  

Cruciform simply describes the shape of a cross.

However, when applied to Jesus' followers, it

indicates a life that is being pressed and molded 

into a cruciform shape.  This is what Jesus calls 

each of us to when he said, “If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny themselves and take 

up their cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24, NRSV)

The cruciform life is one of joy, meaning, and

fulfillment.  It is a life that is centered on that which

is beautiful, good, and true.  In cruciformity we find

abundance.  We find what our soul truly longs for.

It is counterintuitive to think that this sort of life

could produce such wonderful fruit.  But here the

countercultural way of the kingdom shines through.  Jesus said, “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and

those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” (Mark 8:35, NRSV)  It is in losing our life

that we truly find it!

When we fix our gaze upon the cross, we see the reality of who God is and what he is like.  The cross isn't revelatory

simply because it shows us God atoning for sin.  It shows us how God atones for sin - through his own self-sacrifice!  

 

“Being disguised under the disfigurement of an ugly crucifixion and death, the Christform is paradoxically the

clearest revelation of who God is.” 

John R. Cihak, Love Alone Is Believable: Hans Urs von Balthasar’s Apologetics

So what better name for a newsletter for those who have committed themselves to the cruciform way of Jesus.  Let's

continue to press on together, encouraging one another to lay down our life that we may grasp hold of that life which

is really life (1 Tim. 6:19)!

A Cruciformed Life


