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A Letter From
The Pastor
BY KEVIN BECK

Christ has risen!

Spring has sprung, and it seems that

activity at our church has doubled -

which is a good thing!  I honestly can't

remember a time where I've been

busier with ministry.  As I see new life

springing up around me, it reminds me

of the blessing of the new life I see

springing up in our church body.

Easter Sunday was a tremendous

blessing seeing so many friends, new

and old, in attendance.  Let's pray the

trend continues!

This last month has been an exciting

time for Julie and I as we welcomed

our newest granddaughter Beckett!  

We weren't sure how big sister Averie

would respond, but she definitely

approves!

On a personal

note, I am in

the home

stretch of

seminary. 

 After my

current class, 

I have a week-long intensive in

Chicago in June, and then the next

year will be (just) writing my thesis. 

 Pray for strength and endurance to

complete what I've begun!
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“If any want to
become my
followers, let them
deny themselves
and take up their
cross and follow
me."



Brooke was born and raised in 

Fort Smith, Arkansas. She was a 

regular fixture at the Vineyard up 

until her graduation from 

Greenwood High School in 2008.  

She attended college at the 

University of Arkansas – Fort 

Smith and earned a Bachelor’s 

degree in Graphic Design in 2014.  

After working in NWA for a few 

years she was invited to be a part 

of a church plant in Lawrence, 

Kansas where she served on the 

worship team and as the Creative Arts Coordinator. While living in

Kansas, her heart for young adults led her to start a group called

Segue, a monthly gathering for young people to have a space for

connection and community.  Her plans are to eventually launch this

ministry in Fort Smith as well.  Brooke feels like she has had the calling

for worship ministry since junior high, and says she is overjoyed and

expectant as she takes on the worship leader role at the Vineyard

where she first found the love of Christ.  

We thank God for leading Brooke back to us, and we have great

expectations for the future as she leads and grows our worship

ministry.  So, welcome, Brooke!

Welcome,
Brooke!
We had the pleasure this past

month to welcome Brooke Cagle as

the new worship leader at the

Vineyard. She has already made an

incredible contribution to our

worship, and we are excited for

what the future will bring!

I want to share a little of Brooke's

bio so you can get to know her a

little more, but before I do I want to

give heartfelt appreciation for

Bruce Hawley and his leadership of

our worship ministry for the past

few years. It seems this ministry is

like a boomerang; somehow it

always ends back in Bruce's lap -

and he is always so gracious to

serve our church as we wait for the

next leader God sends our way. So,

thank you, Bruce!

Leadership
Council
Updates

The March Council meeting was held

on March 9th at 7pm with all members

in attendance, although Kris Worgan

was late (kidding).   A few items of

note were discussed as follows:

We are still waiting on quotes

for the destruction/removal of

the white house on the corner

of our property.

A request was approved to get a

revised quote from Dream Coat

Painting for the sanctuary,

minus painting the roof.

Funds were allocated to begin

the remodel of the kids area. 

 Carpet has been laid in both

classrooms.   A big thanks to

Clint Ledbetter and Sean

Williams for their help with this.

It was approved to purchase a

set of round conference tables

for use in the sanctuary for

Midweek services and other

events.

New signage at the street was

discussed and tabled until a

design can be decided upon

and quotes received.

The next meeting will be May 10th

at 7pm.  Members who have

proposals or concerns can attend

the first 30 minutes or submit their

concerns.  Alternatively, you may

send these to contact@vccfs.org.



We thought it would be fun to allow others to get to know our Council

members for this session, so we asked them to complete a short bio.  We

will highlight one or two members each month.

Daniel Wise
VCC: How long have you been at the Vineyard?

Daniel: 5 years.

VCC: What caused you to make the Vineyard 

your home church?  

Daniel: Several reasons, but mainly because 

the church seemed "alive".  There was a 

presence of the Holy Spirit.

VCC: What is one thing people don't know 

about you?

Daniel: I like most of my meals slightly burnt and served at room

temperature.

VCC: If you could be any animal what would you be?

Daniel: A sea turtle - They live a long time, they wear their homes, and if

you can believe "Finding Nemo", they talk like cool surfers.

Kristina Worgan
VCC: How long have you been at the

Vineyard?

Kris: 8 years.

VCC: What caused you to make the

Vineyard your home church? 

Kris: Welcoming and caring people, with a

love for Jesus.

VCC: What is one thing people don't know

about you?

Kris: My daughter is a much better baker

than I am.

VCC: If you went to "happy hour" what would you order?

Kris: Hot wings and beer!

Thank you, Daniel and Kris, for serving our church family!

Council
Spotlight

"Therefore, my
dear brothers
and sisters,
stand firm. 
Let nothing move
you. Always 
give yourselves
fully to the work
of the Lord,
because you
know that your
labor in the
Lord is not in
vain.”
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesdays
Midweek service at 6:30pm

April 22
Administrative Professionals
Day - show Cissy some love!

May 2
Vineyard Kids meeting
following the service

May 10
Leadership Council meeting @
7pm



Below is a brief update of our financial position through the first

quarter of 2021.  Obviously, this is a challenging time, yet God is

gracious to us and we have not had to stop any critical ministries. 

 Please pray for our church to see an increase in giving, and for wise

stewardship of what we have.  As a reminder, we consider

$12,000/month fully funded.  "Other" income is that which is given as a

designated offering, such as Food Pantry, Technology Fund, etc.

   Jan                        Feb                          Mar                           Total

Tithes         10,675                     7,766                       8,801                        27,243

Other          13,764                        964                           720                        15,448

Ministry        3,100                     2,900                       6,908                        12,908

Overhead     2,702                     5,499                       2,490                        10,691

Payroll          5,012                     4,973                       5,582                        15,567

Net                13,625                   -4,642                     -5,459                          3,524

If have have not done so, setting up a recurring gift is a way to practice

the discipline of giving, and saves you the bother of trying to

remember a checkbook.  And it can be a good way to make sure your

money "attends" even when you can't!  Set up your recurring gift at

vccfs.org/give.

Reservation
Procedures

The building - depending on

the event, there may be a fee

for use, and a deposit may be

required.

Rectangular portable tables

(not the new round ones).

Metal folding chairs.

Kitchen equipment.

The utility trailer.

Portable sound equipment.

There are certain items we make

available for members to reserve

for personal use.  With activity in

the church increasing, we felt this

was a good time to review our

reservation procedures.

Several items are available for

reservation.  Some, like the

building, may require a cleaning or

security deposit in case of damage.  

Members may ask to reserve:

All of these can be reserved

through the office.  Message Cissy

Bruton at 479-597-5343 and she can

see if the date/equipment is

available and reserve it for you. 

 Some things, like a wedding,

require you to complete a contract.  

And most importantly, if you want

it to be done correctly, DO NOT ASK

KEVIN!  :)

Financial Update

“He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the

place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:6,
NRSV)



In Conclusion...

Christ's robe is flowing upward, symbolizing his radical descent into Hades to save those who have already

died.

The golden bars at his feet are the gates of Hades, which he has broken and torn apart.  Death, where is your

sting!  Christ has conquered both death and Hades!

The skeletal figure in chains at the bottom is Death itself, bound and destroyed by Christ.  This is why we

sing "Christ is risen from the dead, trampling over death by death!"  The icon depicts Hebrews 2:14-15, "so

that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who

all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death."

The two figures Christ is pulling from the tombs are Adam and Eve, symbolizing that his victory makes

redemption possible for all mankind, even as far back as the very beginning.

Those surrounding Christ are Old Testament saints and prophets - David, Solomon, John the Baptizer,

Moses, Abel the shepherd, and even one of the three youths thrown into the fiery furnace.

This is one of many versions of an Orthodox icon which powerfully reveals a truth so often forgotten in our

Western context.  It shows through artistic metaphor what happened on Holy Saturday (the day between Good

Friday and the Resurrection).  It is commonly called the Anastasis, or Christ's Descent into Hell, or even The

Harrowing of Hell.  It finds its biblical support in Ephesians 4:7-10.  Take some time to reflect on some of the key

features.

Easter may be over, but every time we gather on Sunday we celebrate Christ's victory over death and Hell.  

He has risen indeed!


