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5 Steps
to the

Kingdom…
for Kids!
FOR PARENTS, TEACHERS... AND KIDS!
Teaching Children About The Kingdom Of God
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Our Kids Can Learn About The Kingdom!

Dear Kids,
The Kingdom of God is good news. It’s good news for you. It’s good news for
your family. It’s good news for your friends. You have a special invitation to live
in God’s Kingdom from the King Himself, Jesus!
This booklet will help you learn more about living in the Kingdom. As you
discover what it means to be a kid in God’s Kingdom, may your heart say “yes”
to His invitation.
And don’t keep this good news to yourself. Share it with others! What you
learn in each of these five lessons you can share with your family and friends.
Jesus wants them to live in His Kingdom, too.
For the King and His Kingdom,
Becky Olmstead
Vineyard USA Kids’ Advocate
Get Your FREE Kid’s Music Download At:

www.vineyardworship.com/kidskingdom
Coloring Page Kids Original Concept:
Emma Mack, Vineyard Kid, drawn at age 13
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Dear Parents & Teachers,
Whether you are a parent or teacher of kids, we can all TEACH our kids about
the Kingdom of God. One of the greatest joys of working with kids is watching
them discover God and His Kingdom on earth as it is in HEAVEN. It’s especially
great when they learn about their personal citizenship in God’s Kingdom and
about their personal relationship with Jesus, the King. This connection will
shape their spiritual walk forever, and establish their identity as “Kingdom
kids” for the rest of their lives.
That’s the purpose of this booklet! It’s designed to help YOU help KIDS learn
about God’s Kingdom. It’s designed to teach kids AND maybe even adults
what it means to be a forever citizen under God’s rule and reign.
Why 5 steps into God’s Kingdom? Our 5 step booklets are meant to give
a simple road map to kids by which they can learn core spiritual truths.
Learning about the Kingdom of God being “now” and also “not yet” influences
how we live as followers of Jesus every day. The Kingdom of God is a core
idea in the Vineyard and beyond, and “doin’ the stuff” of God’s Kingdom is for
EVERYONE – AT ANY AGE.

We’ll say it again -

GOD’S KINGDOM IS FOR EVERYONE!
This little booklet has 5 lessons you can use to teach kids about the Kingdom
of God. These simple steps will help them understand God’s rule and reign,
that is both now and not yet. It will teach them that it is for everybody. It
will teach them that it is for them, personally. And it will teach them that the
Kingdom is coming!
Each lesson is divided into sections titled STORYBOOK, FROM THE BIBLE, and
WHAT ABOUT US? Activities include a COLORING PAGE, MEMORY VERSE, and
QUESTION CARDS you can use to help reinforce the lesson. All 5 steps are
designed to help our kids identify their place in God’s kingdom, and to learn
to walk in their “Kingdom citizenship” every day.
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GOD’S KINGDOM IS HERE!
Lots of movies and stories are about kings and their
kingdoms. There are castles, and horses, and crowns, and
thrones in those stories. Sometimes storybook kings are good
rulers – they help the people of their kingdoms. Sometimes
storybook kings are not-so-good rulers – they only help
themselves, while the people in their kingdom suffer.

FROM THE BIBLE
The Bible tells the story of God’s Kingdom. His Kingdom is not a place on
earth with castles and horses. God’s Kingdom is everywhere around us. It
seems invisible, but whenever we see God do amazing things in our lives and
all around us, we are seeing God’s Kingdom right where we are.
Kings are in charge of things. In God’s Kingdom, the same is true. The Bible
tells us that Jesus is the King of all kings. He is in charge in God’s Kingdom
and that means that all other powers, and even the whole earth, are under His
rule.
To learn about God’s Kingdom, we read and listen to the words of Jesus,
who knows exactly how it works. Listen to Jesus as He announces that God’s
Kingdom is here and how that is good news.
Read Mark 1:14-15 and Luke 4:16-21.

WHAT ABOUT US?
When Jesus taught His disciples, He told them to go and continue to share the
good news of God’s Kingdom. They did, and now we all know about it. God’s
Kingdom is here, with us, in this room. God’s Kingdom is in your room when
you sleep at night. God’s Kingdom is invisible AND alive – all around us today!
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MEMORY VERSE

Activities

Say the verse over and over until you can say it without looking at
the page!

“… Jesus went into Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God.
‘The time has come’, he said. ‘The
kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news!’
Mark 1:14-15
COLORING PAGE
On the next page, you’ll find a picture of some kids and a castle to show that
God’s Kingdom is here, and kids are in it. Decorate the page with examples
of good news, freedom, and other good things that Jesus taught about His
Kingdom.

QUESTION CARDS
What did Jesus tell the people in Galilee?
What did Jesus tell the people in the temple?
What are the good things that Jesus was announcing to the people?
What are some ways God’s Kingdom is here in this room right now?
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GOD’S KINGDOM IS NOW
AND NOT YET!
FROM THE BIBLE
Jesus loved to tell people about the Kingdom of God. He would
say things like, “The Kingdom of God is near” (Mark 1:15), and “The
Kingdom of God is among you” (Luke 17:20-21). Sometimes the people
couldn’t figure it out. Where were the castles? Where was the king’s army?
Jesus knew they didn’t understand. He told them “the Kingdom of God will
NOT come in a way you can easily see.”

THE NOW
Jesus showed the kingdom was here now by “doin’ the stuff.”
Read John 9:1-7.
Jesus healed a blind man and showed the power of the Kingdom of God. The
Kingdom of God is now for us, too. We can pray for sick people and they can
be healed. We can tell people that God loves them, and they can have hope.

THE NOT YET
But… sometimes people stay sick. Sometimes people don’t have hope. There
are lots of poor people, sick people, and sad people still in our world. Why?
Because God’s Kingdom is also, “not yet.” Jesus didn’t heal everyone. He
promised He would come back AND THEN the Kingdom of God would make
EVERYTHING right.

WHAT ABOUT US?
In the meantime, we live “in between” the now and the not yet. We see God’s
Kingdom all around. But we know it’s not all here yet because there is also still
bad stuff happening all around us. So we keep doing what Jesus did AND – at
the same time – we wait for Jesus to come and bring the WHOLE Kingdom!
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MEMORY VERSE

Activities

Say the verse over and over until you can say it without looking at
the page!

“… Jesus replied, ‘The coming of
the kingdom of God is not something
that can be observed (easily)…
because the kingdom of God is in
your midst.’”
Luke 17:20b & 21b
COLORING PAGE
On the next page, you’ll see a boy laying down his crown in honor of God’s
Kingdom being here and now. Draw some of the “good stuff” from God’s
Kingdom now. Draw an example of how we know God’s Kingdom is also “not
yet.”

QUESTION CARDS
What did Jesus say about WHY the man was blind?
How did Jesus show God’s Kingdom was real with the blind man?
Why do some people get healed, or become free from their difficulties, today?
Why do some people stay sick or poor?
What do we do in the “in between?”
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GOD’S KINGDOM IS FOR
EVERYBODY!
STORYBOOK
Often in storybook kingdoms, the only people who enjoy all the good
kingdom stuff are kings and queens, princes and princesses. Jesus
made it clear that God’s Kingdom is for EVERYBODY!

FROM THE BIBLE
He invited fishermen to join the Kingdom. He invited tax collectors to join the
kingdom. He invited poor people AND rich people. He invited ladies and men.
In a very special moment, Jesus made sure everyone knew that kids were
welcome in His Kingdom!
Read Luke 18:15-17.
Right before Jesus left to go back to His Father in Heaven, He told His
followers, “Go make disciples (invite to my Kingdom) of ALL NATIONS…” (Matt
28:19).

WHAT ABOUT US?
That means that people from all over the world are welcome in God’s
Kingdom, just like at the Olympics. This means that all the good things of the
Kingdom – freedom, healing, good news – are available to ANYONE, of ANY
AGE, of ANY COLOR, and FROM ANYWHERE. They just need to accept God’s
invitation.
Think of how old you are. Think of what kind of home you live in. Think
of what grades you make in school. What if you’re good at sports? What if
you’re not? Do any of those things keep you from becoming a citizen of God’s
Kingdom? Nope! God’s Kingdom is for EVERYBODY!
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MEMORY VERSE

Activities

Say the verse over and over until you can say it without looking at
the page!

“But Jesus called the children to
him and said, ‘Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.’”
Luke 18:16
COLORING PAGE
On the next page, you’ll see two kids playing together. They are happy that
God’s Kingdom is for everyone. Add people of all kinds. Fill the page in with
the idea that EVERYBODY is welcome in God’s Kingdom.

QUESTION CARDS
What stories from the Bible show that God’s Kingdom is for everyone?
How did Jesus talk about kids and the Kingdom of God?
Name some feelings you have about being a kid in God’s Kingdom.
What would you tell a friend if they thought they weren’t invited into God’s
Kingdom?
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GOD’S KINGDOM
IS FOR YOU
STORYBOOK
When we read or see stories about kingdoms and kings, many times
only very special people ever get to be with the king. Most of the
kingdom people NEVER even meet their king!

FROM THE BIBLE
The Kingdom of God is a different kind of Kingdom, and Jesus is a different
kind of King. Jesus loves EVERYONE in His Kingdom, personally. He
remembers names and faces and listens to His people.
One time, Jesus was walking on the street and a very short man, named
Zacchaeus, wanted to just SEE Jesus. He climbed up in a tree so he could
see better! When Jesus got to the tree, He called Zacchaeus’ name and told
him He was going to Zacchaeus’ house to have supper! Zaccheus was special
enough to Jesus that Jesus went to his house, ate a meal, and then asked
Zaccheus to be His friend.
Read Luke 19:1-10.

WHAT ABOUT US?
The Kingdom of God had a special place for Zacchaeus. The Kingdom of God
has a special place for YOU. Last week, you learned that God’s Kingdom is for
EVERYBODY. Did you know that ‘EVERYBODY’ INCLUDES YOU? Jesus knows
your name and listens to your prayers. God’s love and all the good stuff of His
Kingdom are available for you.
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MEMORY VERSE

Activities

Say the verse over and over until you can say it without looking at
the page!

“When Jesus reached the spot
(Zacchaeus’ tree), he looked up and
said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your
house today.’”
Luke 19:5
COLORING PAGE
On the next page, you’ll see picture of a girl kneeling down in prayer. Color
it in. Write some words that might be what she is praying about. Write some
words that might be what you are praying for.

QUESTION CARDS
What did the people around Zacchaeus think about him?
How did Jesus treat Zacchaeus?
Sometimes, do you think God’s Kingdom is for everyone except you?
Have you ever asked Jesus something in a prayer and gotten an answer?
What are the ways that God’s Kingdom shows up in your life?
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GOD’S KINGDOM
IS COMING
STORYBOOK
In storybook kingdoms, many stories have a happy ending.
Sometimes the story ends with “...And they lived happily ever after.”
While the story was going on, people were living their lives in the kingdom
– but not everything was “happily ever after” for those people.

FROM THE BIBLE
In God’s Kingdom, since we are living “in between” the already and not yet,
we experience some hard things even as Kingdom people. After Jesus died on
the cross and rose from the dead, He spent some time with His people before
He went back to heaven. Right before He left, Jesus told the people that God
would send the Holy Spirit to help them continue the work that Jesus started.
Listen to the story.
Read Acts 1:6-11.
At the very end of the verses, two men tell the people that Jesus will come
back to earth the same way He left… from the sky. When He does, His
Kingdom will be completely established on the earth… in fact, the Bible tells
us it will be a NEW earth!

WHAT ABOUT US?
The Bible tells us in so many places that when God’s Kingdom comes back,
everything will be made new, no one will be sick, there will be no more tears,
pain or death, and that we will live FOREVER with our King! God’s Kingdom is
COMING!
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MEMORY VERSE

Activities

Say the verse over and over until you can say it without looking at
the page!

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand
here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into
heaven.”
Acts 1:11
COLORING PAGE
On the next page, you’ll see two kids looking up. They are happy about God’s
Kingdom coming. Draw anything that makes you think of a celebration or
party. Add other people – moms and dads and kids and others – who will want
to celebrate God’s kingdom coming.

QUESTION CARDS
What was Jesus’ promise to His people when He left?
What did the two men in white say to the people after Jesus left?
What are some promises of God’s kingdom when it comes?
When you think of God’s Kingdom, what are some things you hope are true
about it when it comes?

21

GOD’S
KINGDOM
IS
COMING!

FREE Kid’s Music Download!

www.vineyardworship.com/kidskingdom
The Vineyard Movement, since birth, has valued seeing individual Christians experience God in their
daily lives. Through spiritual practices such as worship, fellowship, mission, the reading and application of Scripture, soul care, family care, healing of the broken, cultural influence, the compassionate
ministry of the Holy Spirit, and loving our neighbor, the Vineyard community of churches seeks to
be intentional about nurturing the lives of those who call us their family. To find out more about the
Vineyard, visit www.vineyardusa.org.
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