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welcome 

At Gateway it is our mission to lead peo-

ple into a growing relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Our doctrine is simple; we just 

want to follow Jesus like Christians did in 

the New Testament. We have a variety 

of spiritual, relational, and inspirational 

activities throughout the St. Louis metro 

area.  For more information visit us at 

gatewaycitychurch.com or scan the 

QR code for our church app. 

resources 
All phone numbers also accept text messages. 

 

9300 Stansberry Avenue (63134) 

314.653.1615 

 

Jason & Justine Alexander  

(Minister/Women’s Ministry Leader)

314.287.0025 

 

Tyler & Kelsey Moser 

(Minister/Women’s Ministry Leader Intern)

314.920.8737 

 
Text 2 Give 

Text “Give $1” to 314.384.9099 

 

 

facebook.com/gatewayctychrch 

Elders: 

Lu Garcia: 314.952.7308 

Tink Sullivan: 573.528.7568 

 

Marrieds 

Jeff & Julie Hovey 314.698.3036 

 

Singles 

Alex Hanna: 314.302.5065 

Felicia Rogers: 314.376.6460 

 

College 

Jeff Hughes 314.660.5418 

 

Youth & Family/High School Ministry 

Bobby & Hannah Ritter 908.989.0757 

 

Middle School 

Karanja & Denise Kiburi 314.249.6682 

 

Gateway Kids 

Kristin Homan 636.293.8445 

I’m new:  what to expect 

We’re glad you’re here! Worship 

begins at 10am. If the sanctuary is 

full, additional seating with live vid-

eo streaming has been set up in 

our Fellowship Hall.  

Church service typically lasts 75-

90 minutes. At Gateway we take 

communion every Sunday; you are 

also welcome to take communion 

if you’d like to do so. Like other 

churches we also take up a weekly 

offering, however most of our 

members prefer to give their con-

tribution online through our app, or 

via “Text 2 Give”.  

Gateway Kids offers free childcare 

upstairs each Sunday during the 

church service. We feature age-

appropriate, action-based Bible 

lessons for children ages 3 months 

through 5th grade. 

If you enjoy the service and would 

like to go deeper, we would love 

for you to join one of our weekly 

small group Bible studies. Talk to 

one of our ushers or staff mem-

bers after service for more infor-

mation. 

upcoming events 

Marrieds and Singles Summer Picnic 

(Saturday July 28th, 4:30 - 9pm): It’s a marrieds 

and singles date night! Come and celebrate the 

crazy, hazy, lazy days of summer at the Riverside 

Shelter of Cliff Cave Park. No kids; this is a DATE 

NIGHT! Bring a picnic dinner and beverages; a 

single grill is available for those who would like to 

cook. We’ll also have horseshoes, volleyball, and 

washers. Contact Julie Hovey with questions: 314

-458-7240. 

For all upcoming events visit our website: 

www.gatewaycitychurch.com 

 

 

 

Wifi: Gateway 

Pass: gateway.church  



upcoming sermons 

July 1 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Jonah 

July 8 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Exile 

July 15 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Daniel 

July 22 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Ezra & Nehemiah 

July 29  - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Wisdom 

August 5 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - Song of Songs 

August 12 - God’s Plan: Israel Part II - OT Close 

Born Again on the Fourth 
of July 
 
For those of us in the States, the time 
is here again for our midsummer’s pat-
riotic respite. 
 
For many, the Fourth of July means 
parades and picnics, hot dogs and 
Coca-Cola, ice cream and apple pie, 
baseball and bombs bursting in air.  
While the Fourth’s flood of Americana 
is all-too-enticing for many, it can rub 
many others the wrong way. Here are 
four layers of perspective for the Chris-
tian in contemplating the Fourth specif-
ically, and human government in gen-
eral. 
 
Where Our Fundamental Identity 
Lies 
 
First, let’s be clear about where the 
Christian’s deepest identity lies. If we 
are in Christ, joined to him by faith, all 
other pledges of allegiance have been 
relativized, whatever our nation of 
origin or naturalization. We still have 
our loyalties — they may even multiply 
— but none goes this deep. No man 
can ultimately serve both God and 
country. In Jesus, we have one final 
allegiance, and thus in this world we 
will always be, in some real sense, 
pilgrims, strangers and aliens, sojourn-
ers and exiles (1 Peter 2:11). 
 
For the Christian, our citizenship in 
any nation aims to be “worthy of the 
gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27), not 
merely worthy of that political state. At 
the most basic level, “our citizenship is 
in heaven, and from it we await a Sav-
ior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” who will do 
for us what no political entity in this 
world will ever do — “transform our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, 
by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to him-

self”(Philippians 3:20–21). 
 
At the end of the day, we are sons of 
God, not sons of Uncle Sam. The 
kings of the earth tax others, not their 
own sons (Matthew 17:25–26). Let 
your annual submission to the IRS be 
a friendly reminder that our fundamen-
tal identity is in God, not country. 
 
Embracing God’s Goodness in the 
Fatherland 
 
Second, though our embrace of father-
land is relativized by our embrace of 
Jesus and his Father, it is good and 
healthy to have real affection for the 
nation we call our own. It is right for 
the Christian to be patriotic and re-
serve a special kind of love for city and 
country. In fact, it’s a sign that some-
thing may be amiss spiritually if the 
Christian doesn’t have some tempered 
but tangible sense of belonging to his 
fatherland. It’s not only okay for Ameri-
can Christians to enjoy being Ameri-
can on the Fourth; it’s commended. 
 
Christians render respect to whom 
respect is owed, and honor to whom 
honor is owed (Romans 13:7). We 
acknowledge God’s common good-
ness when our nation is manifestly 
“God’s servant for your 
good” (Romans 13:4) and the authori-
ties are “ministers of God” (Romans 
13:6). “Honor everyone. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the em-
peror” (1 Peter 2:17). 
 
Genuine Gratitude for the  
Goodness 
 
Third, it follows that as God’s common 
goodness is manifested in our political 
state, we should be genuinely grateful. 
We give thanks when thanks is owed. 
 
 

Given the fallen condition of our world 
because of human sin, we should be 
amazed how much common goodness 
God continues to create and uphold in 
nations good and even bad. In the 
same breath Paul instructs Christians 
to be good citizens — “to be submis-
sive to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good 
work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid 
quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 
perfect courtesy toward all peo-
ple” (Titus 3:1–2) — he also reminds 
us about our native condition. 
 
Taking Others to the True Country 
 
It’s hard to say it any better than C.S. 
Lewis: 
 
If I find in myself a desire which no 
experience in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that I 
was made for another world. If none of 
my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that 
does not prove that the universe is a 
fraud...I must keep alive in myself the 
desire for my true country, which I 
shall not find till after death; I must 
never let it get snowed under or turned 
aside; I must make it the main object 
of life to press on to that country and 
to help others to do the same. (Mere 
Christianity) 
 
If such a perspective would fly as the 
star-spangled banner over our Inde-
pendence Day celebrations with family 
and friends, we might find them richer 
than ever. 
 
Let’s be profoundly grateful for the 
freedom we have in this country to 
recruit for the true one, and let’s be 
unashamed to seize upon our fellow 
Americans’ desire for life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, and show 
them in whom such joy is truly found. 
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