Isolated. Alone. Forbidden. Labeled. Diseased. Terminal. Forsaken. Forgotten. Desperate.
For a variety of skin conditions thought to possibly be leprosy, the Torah had clear instructions. These instructions
were for the safety of the many — especially the community and the family. For the one with this disease, life was
nearly unbearable if a cure wasn't quickly found and restoration to normal life wasn't quickly accomplished. Living
outside the city gates, wearing clothing that marked them as diseased and outcast, crying out their warning to others
who came nearby, life was barely human (Leviticus 13:1-46). This is background of our story told by Mark:
Jesus:
It's time we went somewhere else — the next village, maybe — so I can tell more people the good news about the
kingdom of God. After all, that's the reason I'm here.
So He traveled to the next village and the one after that, throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and casting out unclean spirits.
A leper walked right up to Jesus, dropped to his knees, and begged Him for help.
Leper:
If You want to, You can make me clean.
Jesus was powerfully moved. He reached out and actually touched the leper.
Jesus:
I do want to. Be clean.

And at that very moment, the disease left him; the leper was cleansed and made whole once again.
Jesus sent him away, but first He warned him strongly.
Jesus:
Don't tell anybody how this happened. Just go and show yourself to the priest so that he can certify you're clean.
Perform the ceremony prescribed by Moses as proof of your cleansing, and then you may return home.
(Mark 1:37-44 The Voice)
Grace is what happens in this story. Grace is what Jesus gives this man. Grace!
We talk about it freely. We depend upon it completely. We love to believe we've received it. And, I fear much like
Jesus' brother Jude warned (Jude 1:4), we have abused and distorted it frequently.

So I wonder, have we thought much about how Jesus shared grace frequently and calls on us to do the same?
Jesus had a pattern in his interactions with people he helped. An ARC of grace:
•

Acceptance

• Relationship
Community
Jesus has a mission to accomplish and he has set out on this mission (Mark 1:35-39). Yet this man with leprosy
approaches Jesus as he walks along the road — something the man is forbidden by the Torah to do.
What does Jesus do? What does grace look like in this situation?
The ARC of grace begins with acceptance. Jesus sees the man, hears his cry, knows from his garments what his
desperate condition is and Jesus accepts the man right where he is and as he is. Jesus had every right — maybe
even a social obligation — to keep on moving past the man and stick with his mission agenda. Yet the Lord
paused and fully accepted the man into his presence and heard his request. Notice that Jesus directly responds to
the man's request:
"If you want to, you can make me clean." "I do want to..." (Mark 1:40-41).
Jesus didn't give the man platitudes. The Lord didn't avoid the conversation. The Teacher didn't give him a lesson on the requirements of the Torah. The Son of Man didn't throw him some money and keep moving on his
way, keeping a safe distance. Jesus listened to the man's request and validated that request with the words and
actions of his response. Jesus gave this man afflicted with leprosy grace — the grace of acceptance.
Yet the ARC of grace doesn't end with verbal, social, and physical acceptance. Gracious acceptance leads to
relationship — personal relationship. Before Jesus heals the man with his verbal command, Jesus does the most
humanizing thing possible in this moment. "Jesus was powerfully moved. He reached out and actually touched
the leper" (Mark 1:41). Jesus shares this man's uncleanness and enters into a deep, personal, relationship of
grace.
The importance of Jesus' final action is nearly always missed when I hear this story discussed. Jesus tells the
man to go show himself to the priest (Mark 1:44). Why? So Jesus can have some proof to share with the priests
who were often critical of him? No! Jesus wanted the man restored fully back into the life of community. The
Torah required the priest to pronounce him healed so that he could return to normal life, to family, to work, to
friendships, and to worship. Grace is not full until it brings us back into genuine community.
I encourage you to look at the ministry of Jesus and you will see this pattern — this ARC of grace — repeated
again and again. Acceptance, relationship, and community make grace real, full, and life-giving.
As we look at what grace means to us and as we look at how we offer grace to others, let's have Jesus be our
model! If we claim to be his followers, if we take the bread and remember the body and are "re-membered" into
the body of Jesus, let's take seriously the ARC of grace. We all need, and we all need to offer, acceptance, relationship, and community. Anything less lessens grace of its goodness, redemption, and life!
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When we think of October we think of Halloween. People who know me
know I love costumes. Can’t lie…I look through the costumes at the stores this time each year, always on the
lookout for that item I didn’t know I needed for the next Christmas program or VBS. (I love it even more
when it goes on sale.) But, for many people this time of the year is all about scary things. Many people are
looking for the most terrifying or gory costumes and props, because they like to scare other people. So, what
is it that scares you? Spiders, bats, clowns, failure, ghosts, storms, zombies, aliens, falling, the dark, being
alone, the closet, public speaking? Perhaps it’s as simple as someone jumping out from behind something
and shouting.
What is fear? The Oxford dictionary says it is “an unpleasant emotion caused by the belief that someone
or something is dangerous, likely to cause pain or a threat.” While I was at it, I looked up the definition of
afraid. It said, “feeling fear or anxiety, frightened”. Other synonyms are; scared, terrified, petrified. Well, I
think we all know what fear is, and for any of us who have been fearful of something, the word “unpleasant”
is not a strong enough word to convey how we feel.
So how do you deal with your fear? If you are afraid of spiders, what do you do? My kids put a red Solo
Cup over one then taped it to the carpet…and waited for me to come home to dispose of said spider. I came
home thinking they wanted to keep it as a pet…guess not. Do we face our fears, or do we run fleeing into the
night?
I typed “fear not” in a Bible search engine for the King James Version and it said that there were 63 exact
matches. I also looked up “do not be afraid” in NIV and it appeared in 77 verses. This is just the exact
phrase. God speaks about “not fearing” a lot. Rick Warren of Saddleback Church said that it’s 365
times. Now, I don’t know for sure if that is the correct number of times or not, but if you started to look in
your Bible, you would find words of comfort for your fears. We don’t need to fear the things of this
world. While the storm rages around me, I can find peace in the arms of God. While I stand and face my
fears, I know I can because I have been down on my knees. The same God who parted the waters for Moses,
makes a way for me. The same God who called the world into order calls to me. The same God who sent His
only son to save the world, loves me. Wow, what have I to fear? God’s got this, no matter what it is. I don’t
have to be afraid. Now, will I still jump out and scare Ricky in the office? Oh, yes…because it’s funny to hear
him scream like a little girl (and it’s just too easy to do). Will he scare me? Oh, I might get startled…but I
won’t be afraid.

Jane

A BIG THANK YOU EVERYONE!
Wow! On September 30th I was able to deliver a carload of Bibles and
Bible Study Books to Mission Heart mission in Central City, Nebraska.
I counted forty-seven Bibles and three boxes of study books. Thank you
so much for these much needed items.
Also for the month of October the Mission Board will highlight For
God’s Children International. Please be praying for this important work
in Romania and Moldova. Please pray for an American couple to be
willing to go to Romania to serve as missionaries as the couple who was
there has had to return to the United States due to some health issues of
their son. You can check out their website at fgci.org
Thanks so much,
Katherine Chu, Mission Team Leader
Wednesday Menu
Oct. 2nd—Mac & Cheese / Fish Sticks
Oct. 9th—French Toast
Oct. 16th—Quesadilla's
Oct. 23rd - Pancakes & Sausage

Please keep these requests
in your prayers…

Oct. 30th—Mini Pizza’s

•

Carol Meyer

Nov. 6th - Chicken and Noodles / Mashed Potatoes

•

Casey Hollis

Nov. 13th - Beef Stew

•

Lee Allen

Nov. 20th - Super Nachos

•

Bryce Pfiefer

Dec. 4th - Chili & Cinnamon Rolls
Dec. 11th - Christmas Pancakes
Dec. 18th - Home made Soups

*PEP Club We will meet October 25th @
Cunningham's on the Lake

3203 8th Ave
Kearney NE 68845
308.236.5916

www.countrysidecckearney.com
countrysidechristian1@gmail.com
Love and Live Like Jesus

Chronological Bible Reading Plan
Oct 1
Luke 1
John 1:1‐14
Oct 2
Matt 1
Luke 2:1‐38
Oct 3
Matt 2
Luke 2:39‐52
Oct 4
Matt 3
Mark 1
Luke 3
Oct 5
Matt 4
Luke 4‐5
John 1:15‐51
Oct 6
John 2‐4
Oct 7
Mark 2

Oct 8
John 5

Oct 16
Matt 9‐10

Oct 23
John 7‐8

Oct 9
Matt 12:1‐21
Mark 3
Luke 6

Oct 17
Matt 14
Mark 6
Luke 9:1‐17

Oct 24
John 9:1‐10:21

Oct 10
Matt 5‐7

Oct 18
John 6

Oct 11
Matt 8:1‐13
Luke 7

Oct 19
Matt 15
Mark 7

Oct 12
Matt 11

Oct 20
Matt 16
Mark 8
Luke 9:18‐27

Oct 13
Matt 12:22‐50
Luke 11
Oct 14
Matt 13
Luke 8
Oct 15
Matt 8:14‐34
Mark 4‐5

Oct 21
Matt 17
Mark 9
Luke 9:28‐62
Oct 22
Matt 18

Oct 25
Luke 10‐11
John 10:22‐42
Oct 26
Luke 12‐13
Oct 27
Luke 14‐15
Oct 28
Luke 16‐17:10
Oct 29
John 11
Oct 30
Luke 17:11‐18:14
Oct 31
Matt 19
Mark 10

