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Life is in the Blood
Blood is fascinating. Generally, when we think of what keeps us alive we think of major organs like the heart, lungs
or brain. However, the blood is the fuel that runs the rest of the body. Blood is fascinating and its multifaceted
work in the body displays the brilliance of our Creator.

Fascinating Facts about Blood
An adult human contains approximately 5 liters of blood which consists of about 7 to 8 percent of a person’s body
weight. Our blood contains many different types of cells that all function to protect the body and help it thrive.
Red blood cells are the most prominent cell in the blood which give the blood its red color. There are approximately 5 million red blood cells in each drop of blood. These cells carry a protein called hemoglobin that transports oxygen from the lungs to the cells throughout the body. Blood also contains white blood cells to the tune of
50 thousand per drop of blood. These cells perform various functions such as ingesting and destroying bacteria,
destroying old, damaged cells in the body, and some even prevent clotting in areas to allow other white blood cells
to reach and destroy bacteria. Some of these white blood cells direct the immune system and can actually remember invading organisms so they can respond more quickly if the threat is encountered again. Platelets are very
small cells in the blood which have chemicals that help the coagulation process begin, attract other platelets, stimulate blood vessel repair and help stabilize blood clots. The blood also contains plasma which is about 90 percent
water but also contains proteins and electrolytes that are essential for maintaining fluid balance, nerve conduction,
muscle contraction, blood clotting and pH balance.1 As you can see, blood is fascinating, always at work and is
crucial for life. In fact, the Bible states that “the life of every creature is in its blood” (Lev. 17:14).

The Value of Life
In Scripture, the value and substance of life is often depicted by blood. All life is viewed as precious and valuable
to God. Yet, because of Israel’s sin, they regularly needed to sacrifice animals to provide atonement for their sins.
God demanded that not only should blood be offered, but that the blood come from pure and spotless animals.
Certainly the people of Israel recognized the seriousness of their sin as a debt that demanded the payment of a
strong and spotless life. Yet, the author of Hebrews informs us that these sacrifices never actually removed sin, but
only acted as a reminder of sin and pointed to the need of a better sacrifice (Heb. 10: 3-4). What I find quite interesting is that sacrificial blood was to be shed because of sin, but never to be consumed. God’s explanation is because “the life of every creature is in its blood” (Lev. 17:14).
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God allowed for animal sacrifices to show the Israelites the penalty of their sin and to remind them of
their need for atonement. Only blood, which represented the expense of another’s life, could provide the
covering and cleansing needed. Yet God did not want them to drink blood as the pagans did because the
animal’s life was in the blood. Clearly, the animal’s blood was not a viable source of life for the Israelites.

The Cup of Christ
Animal sacrifice could not atone for sin and the animal’s life blood was not to be consumed. Jesus lived
the only life that could adequately bring atonement and who’s blood was worthy of consumption. Jesus
proclaimed to his followers,

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate,
and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”” (John 6:53–58, ESV)
The thought of drinking blood would have been outrageous to the Israelites, but Jesus’ blood and life was
unlike any other. When we gather around the communion table, we are reminded of the incredible value
and power of the blood of Christ. The life of Jesus was no ordinary life and the fact that his life was
poured out for us is beautiful and beyond comprehension. His blood is powerful. His blood is enough for
you.
So the next time you take communion, drink deeply. The life of the Son of God was in his blood. That
beautiful, perfect and immeasurably valuable life was drained out on the cross for you. Push your chair
away from the table of animals and imitations. Don’t drink from the life of something lesser. Only in the
blood of Jesus will a person find a drink that flows continually and wells up into springs of eternal life. The
blood of Jesus is a drink that will never run dry.
—Chad
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Sun

Mon

1
Jacob Weiler

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

3

4

Greg Linn

8 am Worship
9:15 Breakfast
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
Betsey Seger

14
8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
Lamplighter Potluck

8
Maizy Blakely
Tami Chaviano
Jane Rumbeck
Chad & Melissa
Anderson
Dewayne & Beth
Brand

15
Alisha Cudaback

9
Brent & Janet
Steffen

10
Shani Hoffman

11
Tommy &
Cathy Eshleman

Chad & Boston
Laughrey

16
Jane Wentz

5
Justin Sullivan
Tim & Kathy Erickson

Tony & Harriet
Lunbery

7

Fri

17
Mert Feikert

18

12
Bryan Chase
Shawn Heaston

Sat

6
Brian Vavra

13
7:30 pm Praise
and Worship
Night
Jordan Shields
Tommy Eshleman
Max & Jan

19

20

26

27

Ethan Abramson

Caiden Cudaback

21

22

23

8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship

28
8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship

29
Nathan Swinney
Steve McBee
Boston Laughrey

30
Shawn & Erin
Herter

24

25

1. Ron Wymore
2. Greg Linn
3. Mert Feikert
4. Aaron Wentz
5. Nate Oberg

Chad Laughrey

Tim Sharkey
Carter Hollis
Kayla Wentz
Nancy Schambacher
Randy Stocks
Max Richardson
Mark Butts
Jan Wymore
Hannah Baker
Terry Weinberg

1. Randy Stocks
2. Caleb Hollis
3. Carter Hollis
4. Brian Blakely
5. Brent Hollis
6. Steve McBee
7. Ray Shields
8. Greg Smith

Betsey Seger

Chad Laughrey

No Nursery

Aaron Cudaback
Casey Hollis
Aaron Weinberg
Nathan Cudaback
Rick Smith
Mike Cudaback
Chad Anderson
Randy Stocks
Kayci Chase
Ceara Robles
Vicky Sharkey

Dewayne Brand

Larry Stoner

Carli Oberg
Tina Silvers

Chad Laughrey

No Nursery

Ron Wymore
David Morehead

Nathan Cudaback
Aaron Weinberg
Mike Cudaback
Nancy Schambacher

Max Richardson
Randy Stocks
Mark Butts
Hannah Baker
Susan Weiler

Roger Watson

Brand and Weinbergs

Greeters

Nursery

Sound Booth

Instruments

Vocals

Shut In
Communion

Communion
Preparation

1. Andrew Went
2. Tyler Hepner
3. Nate Hepner
4. Max Richardson
5. Lonnie Allison

1. Ben Kinnison
2. Joe Warner
3. Dewayne Brand
4. Casey Hollis
5. Keaton Hoffman
6. Scott Hoffman
7. Bryan Chase
8. Rich Krieg

1. Don Burwell
2. Jeff Baker
3. Tom Heaston
4. Jim Larsen
5. Mark Loseke

Ron Wymore
Brian Vavra

Sarah CudaNo Nursery
back
Keaton Hoffman

Betsey Seger
Lauren Seger

Pat and Heide Epley

Randy Stocks
The Smiths
Shaelyn Cudaback
Vicky Sharkey

Aaron Weinberg
Tim Sharkey
Mike Cudaback
Chad Anderson

Aaron Cudaback
Casey Hollis

No Nursery

Rachelle Warner
Tami Chaviano
Tyler Shields

Chad Laughrey

1. Brent Hollis
2. Caleb Hollis
3. Casey Hollis
4. Rich Krieg
5. Bryan Chase
6. Steve McBee
7. Ray Shields
8. Randy Stocks

Lonnie Allison

11 am

June 28

Roger Watson
Tim Erickson
Chad Anderson
Tom Silvers
Mark Loseke

Chad Laughrey

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mert Feikert

8:30 am

Arlene Stoner

1. Murl Tiede
2. Brian Vavra
3. Ben Kinnison
4. Joe Warner
5. Dewayne Brand
6. Brian Blakely
7. Keaton Hoffman
8. Scott Hoffman

Brian Blakely

Servers

Greg Linn

Worship Team Roger Watson

Dewayne Brand

11 am

Worship Team

8:30 am

Communion
Thought

11 am

8:30 am

June 21

11 am

June 14

8 am

June 7

Elders/Ministry Leaders Meeting
May 3, 2015
Present: Cody Petersen, Greg Smith, Chad Laughrey, Roger Watson, Tim Erickson, Max Richardson





Chad Laughrey and Cody Petersen presented their minister’s reports.
Discussion with Cody about timeline for his departure and plans for facilitating volunteers to help with camps and summer youth events.
Discussion about Admin Asst. search and office management while the position is
vacant.
Discussion finalizing proposals at the upcoming congregational meeting regarding
bylaw changes and Greg Smith’s eldership approval.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

Financial Report

Monthly Budget

January giving - $13,606.00
February Giving - $14,733.00
March Giving - $22,866.04
April Giving - $14,965.00
May Giving - $15, 293.29*

$19,167.00

*Does not include May 30th

Annual Budget

2015 Giving
$51,210.04

$230,000.00

Kingdom Kids

We are so grateful for the
volunteers that worked so
hard and shared so much
love with the kids this past
year. We would encourage
everyone to take a moment
and say, “Thank you” to the
workers that served your
children.

Staff Search

Please keep our leadership
in prayer in our search for
future staff at Countryside.
They will work to keep you
informed as the processes
begin and more forward.

Brotherly Love
Greg Smith (Countryside’s newest Elder)
The apostle John spent his final years in the church at Ephesus. The early church Father Jerome relates that John was
so elderly that he had to be carried to the church in the arms of his disciples. At the church meetings he would be heard to
say “Little children, love one another”. His disciples would ask him, “Master, why do you always say this?” His reply was, “It is
the Lord’s command. And if this alone is done, it is enough.”
John was relating the new commandment that our Lord Jesus gave…that we love one another. In fact, Jesus makes
it clear that loving our fellow Christians is the distinguishing mark of the Christian.
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another,
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another. John 13:34-35
The statement Jesus makes here is quite startling. “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Jesus is not simply giving a factual description of what a disciple is. He is giving a command with a condition. “If”
you obey this commandment and love your fellow Christians, then all men will know that you are a Christian.
Jesus gives the world the right to judge whether or not an individual is a Christian on the basis of the love he shows to
all Christians. Loving one another does not mean that Christians should agree in all things or all doctrine. But the way we treat
each other during our disagreements is a direct reflection of our love for one another. The world is watching and the world is
judging. The lack of love between Christians as expressed by our sharp tongues rightly troubles the world and causes them to
shrug and turn away.
In the midst of the sinful, dying culture here in Kearney, we are commanded by Jesus to love all the other Christians at
Countryside. Jesus has given all non-Christians in Kearney the right and the authority to look at us at Countryside and judge
whether you and I are born-again Christians on the basis of our love for each other. That’s pretty frightening.
It is possible to fail in our love toward others at Countryside. The commandment to love one another can be broken.
If this happens, we cannot blame the world in Kearney for labeling us as non-Christian. They are only exercising the prerogative that Jesus gave them. But if we expect non-Christians around us to know that we are Christian, let us keep our Lord’s
commandment and love one another.
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June Events
Sundays
8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
Mondays
7 pm Larsen’s Small Group
June Camps
First Chance Camp
Middler Camp
Junior Camp
Junior High Camp
High School Camp
June 13
7:30 pm Praise and Worship Night
June 14
Lamplighter Potluck

Cody and Meghan
for serving our
youth. We pray
that God will
bless your future
service in
Colorado!

