
James 5:7-11
“Wait!” This is James ’message as he turns his attention back to the current believers. Wait for whom? The Lord.

Why? Because something better is coming... There will come a time when all things are made right, when
selfishness is replaced by love, where injustice is replaced by mercy. Complaining doesn’t help the situation, but

patient resolve is the key. 

- Why is patience so hard to accept? Does the very fact that we often struggle with patience indicate we know
something better is to come? 

- Think about your week, in what ways can you bring love, mercy and justice to your sphere of influence now?

James 5:1-6
 Throughout the book of James, warnings are given to the believers within the Church, yet in James 5:1, a

different group is being addressed. James addresses wealthy people outside of the church who hoard their
wealth and victimize the innocent. He is not biased against wealthy Christians but distinguishes between them

and these people in 5:1 whom are completely self-motivated. 

- Though James is focusing his attention on this other group, do these warnings apply to us in any way? 

- James points out that through hoarding, our stuff decays instead of being useful. If this is true, in what
ways do we take more than we need? 

- What is the connection that James draws between human possessions and the treatment 
people?

James 5:12
We often hear “I swear to God…” or “Jesus!” or “Oh my God…” yet rarely are those in context of speaking directly

to the Divine. James pushes us here to refrain from turning the sacred into the trivial. 

- If we live in a culture that turns the sacred into the trivial, in ways can we reclaim the trivial for the sacred?

As we enter into this week, take a second to reflect on what stood out most about last week's study of James
chapter 4? Where did you experience the leading of the Holy Spirit? 

Before begining this week's study, take a second to pray and center on the presence of God.

Reflect

Chapter 5



James 5:13-17
No matter what the situation, we are to pray. It’s easy to go to God when we’re in trouble, its much harder when

things are going well or when things are happening quickly. While some people use these verses to advocate
for “prayer only” approaches to problems, that’s not what James is saying. But prayer should be apart of every

situation. 

- What is your first reaction to bad news? Is it with prayer or something else? What is your reaction then you
get great news? 

- The biggest complaint from Christians is their lack of hearing from God. Yet how often do we pray? Daily?
Weekly? Monthly? 

Now, James includes verse 16, Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. The context he sets is not that all sin
needs confession to one another (all confession needs to be directed to God) but that sins that cause sickness

need confession to others so that prayers for healing may be effective. 

- What are examples of sin that leads to sickness? 

- Have you seen people be healed through the confession of their sins?

Chapter 5

James 3:13-18
In verses 19-20 he praises those who help others come back to the faith. This is contrary to our culture of “don’t

judge me” Christianity. While James doesn’t advocate judgment of others, he does agree with accountability. 

- Are you accountable to someone else in your faith? 

- In what ways do you believe accountability is different than judgment? James offers tough warnings
throughout all 5 chapters. What has been the most challenging part of James for you?


