
James 4:4-6 
When Scripture refers to people as “adulterous,” it rarely refers to sexual relationships. Most of the time it’s
referencing people’s turn from God to something other than God. In this case, James calls those who desire

worldly possessions and recognition adulterous because they have turned their attention from God to those
other things. Again, motivation matters. Having possessions isn’t the problem. However, turning one’s attention

and focus to them is a problem. 

- Explain God’s jealousy in this passage? 

- What do you see here as the relationship between our humility and God’s grace

James 4:1-3 
James points out that so much of our external conflict comes from our internal conflict. Our desires drive our

behavior. He also points out that we so often want what we do not ask for, and when we do ask God for
things, we ask out of wrong motives. James really promotes the idea that our motives matter. 

- What is driving your external conflict? What desires do you have that are unmet? 

- Is what you desire out of pure motive or selfish ambition

James 4:7-10 
James 4:7-10 James calls us to repentance. We’ve gotten our priorities out of wack. So repent. Turn from

temptation, and draw close to God. When you lean into God, you get closer to God, and God leans back. Human
humility fosters God’s grace. Therefore, humble yourself, repent of your sin and receive God’s grace. 

- The first step to repentance is to recognize your sin. How have your desires led to sin? 

- What keeps you from humbling yourself to God?

As we enter into this week, take a second to reflect on what stood out most about last week's study of James
chapter 3? Where did you experience the leading of the Holy Spirit? 

Before begining this week's study, take a second to pray and center on the presence of God.

Reflect

Chapter 4 



James 4:11-12
It is no coincidence that directly after calling for repentance, James directs us to not judge one another. Seems
that judging others was something James was combating in his culture too. If you are to humble yourself, and

seek repentance, you cannot in turn judge someone else. Only God knows humans’ hearts and can judge us for
our true motives. Therefore, step out of the judgment seat and remain humble before God and people. 

- James clearly indicates this was a problem in the 1st Century. What about human nature causes us to want to
judge others? 

- What does “slander” look like in the 21st Century?

Chapter 4 

James 4:13-17 
James indicates that planning without factoring in God’s will is foolish. As believers, we must acknowledge that

God has plans for us, too. We cannot get so far ahead of God, that we miss His will for us in the moment. To
close this chapter, James says that when we know what God’s will is, and we avoid it, that in and of itself is a sin. 

- Why is James concerned about us making future plans? 

- Do you struggle with the sin of omission?


