
 
  

James 2 
 
 

Instructions: Read James 2 
                

 
James 2:1-4 

As followers of Christ we are called to treat each person with the same level of respect and value. Paul 
declared in Colossians 3:11 “Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.” Jesus breaks down the barriers of the way we divide 
ourselves as humans. Therefore James gives specific situational awareness to how to live this out in the 

church. 
- In what ways do we still show bias to certain people groups in the church? 

- How can you live a life without the human ways we classify and divide ourselves? 
                

 
James 2:5-7 

James harkens back to Jesus’ own words from Luke 6:20b Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God.” Jesus knows human tendencies, that when we are in need, we look to God, and when we 

are satisfied by our means, we tend to not seek out God. James points out that because of this, the poor 
are the ones spiritually searching while it’s the [non-Christian] rich who have been oppressing this 

particular body of believers. So James pressed them for why they would show favoritism to the ones who 
are doing them wrong over those who are earnestly seeking out faith? Simply put, James’ warns his 

audience to not put aside faithfulness for notoriety. 
 

In what ways have you compromised your spiritual convictions over wanting to be liked? 
 

                
 
 
 

James 2:8-13 
James makes the case that favoritism within the church is a violation of the “royal law” of “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” And if we break the law in one part, we break all of the law. So we are to speak and 
act like we will be judged so we might remain blameless in all aspects of the law. James ends this section 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+2&version=NIV


with the emphatic phrase, that “Mercy triumphs over judgement.” He means that if we show mercy to all, 
excluding favoritism, then mercy will be shown to us when we stand judged. 

- Why do you think this is such a big deal for James? 
                

 
James 2:14-19 

The trite phrase “Oh, I’ll be praying for you,” we say in passing to someone is pointless, according to 
James. Don’t offer platitudes to people if 1) you don’t mean it and 2) you could physically help them and 

refuse, opting for prayer instead. Faith equals belief + action. We cannot simply believe that God exists to 
have faith, but must put our faith in Him and in Christ’s teaching to work. 

- Have you ever agreed to pray for someone but didn’t? What was your motivation? 
- What are examples of faith in action? 

                
 

James 2:20-26 
If you’ve ever wondered how Old Testament figures were considered righteous before Jesus paid for their 

sins on the cross, this passage explains it. These Old Testament people were considered righteous 
through their actions carried out in faith. They simply didn’t just believe in the existence of God, but lived 
their lives relying upon God for their salvation. That was credited to them as righteousness. Jesus ratifies 

their faith at the cross, but it is through their faithful actions that they at the time were considered 
righteous. 

- Is your faith merely knowledge of God, or does it include life choices reliant upon the existence of God? 


