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may we live out our love for God and others through our 
wallets as much as through our actions.  

There is a church that was planted in the late 90s outside 
of Houston. Over the course of their short life, they 
reframed their understanding of money. In this fast growing 
Methodist church, there is not an uncomfortable shifting of 
people when money is talked about in service; rather, every 
week when the plate is passed there is a large round of 
applause! This is a radical change to a regularly mundane 
portion of the weekly worship service. These are people 
who have accepted and embraced the invitation God gives 
us to think differently about money.  And it has made a 
world of difference … literally. 

May we learn to enjoy generosity in a similar way. 

How to Use this Study 

Prayer: 
Intentional prayer is a powerful practice. Take time before 
doing this study as a group or individually throughout the 
week to pray these words.  Allow these petitions to God 
to wash over you, guide you, and lead your heart as you 
invite the Spirit to work in you over the course of this 
study.  
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Word:
Before beginning the study, read aloud the key passage/
passages for the week.  

Study:
Depending on your context, the study may be used a 
variety of ways. For Sunday School use, allow for the lesson 
to be taught in lecture format. For small group use, read 
the study together and answer the questions as a group. 
For individual use, read and answer the questions.  

Questions:
Take time to think through the questions generated by the 
study. This makes the information presented personal and 
internal.  

Read:
Throughout the week, read the corresponding passages to 
gain a comprehensive understanding of the idea presented 
each week.  

Quotes:
Take time to read, process, and discuss other people’s 
thoughts on the subject.  

Notes:
Write and reflect on what God is stirring in you as you 
process this study.  
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Week 1
On the Generosity of God 
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Opening Prayer:
“Jesus, my feet are dirty. Come even as a slave to me, pour 
water into your bowl, come and wash my feet. In asking such a 
thing I know I am overbold, but I dread what was threatened 
when you said to me, “If I do not wash your feet I have no 
fellowship with you.” Wash my feet then, because I long for your 
companionship.” – Origen  

IN THE WORD QUOTES NOTES
 Read out loud the key            Take time to read, process,         Write and reflect on what
 passages for the week. and discuss the quotes.           God is stirring inside you.
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Word:
But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. 

– Luke 15:22-24

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with 
him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he passed in 
front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness,”  

– Exodus 34:5-6

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 
those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you 
would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

– Matthew 7:9-12

Study: 
Money is not simply an amoral object that lies dormant in 
our wallets or bank accounts waiting to be spent. In reality, 
money is an extension of who we are, ascribing physical 
value to what we believe in, what we desire, who we are, 
and who we want to be. Money is intrinsically connected 
with our souls, with some of us being more connected 
with it than others.  What we do with our money is an 
indication of the state of our being.  Want to find out 
about a person? Look at their receipts. Those records give 
more of an indication into a person s soul than a myriad of 
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conversations; this is why  when discussions about money 
arise in church or in politics, people immediately become 
reactionary.  

Why? 

It’s because we are not really referencing cold hard cash. 
We are talking about something much deeper, something 
much more personal. Money is the physical manifestation 
of our value system. No wonder people love to get money, 
but hate hearing how to use or spend it. Talking about 
money challenges our value system. 

Because money is so tied to our being, as Christians, we 
cannot talk about money without first looking at who we 
are and who we are called to be. To do that, we have to 
start at the beginning…  

Questions: 
- If someone glanced at the last 10 debits to your bank

account, what assumptions would they have of you? Are
you comfortable talking about your usage of money?

- Do you tend to give/spend more on things you believe
in? What are those things?

In His Image 
In the beginning… “God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.” – Genesis 1:27 

God created humanity in the Divine image. That means our 
being is modeled after God’s being. Our nature is modeled 
after God’s nature. Therefore our values should be 
matched to God’s values. That begs the question: 
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How does God value? 

Jesus tells the story of man and his money. (Actually, Jesus 
tells 11 parables referencing people and their money.) 

There was once a man who did pretty well in life. 
He created for himself a comfortable business, set 
aside for retirement, and provided for all of his 
family’s needs. One day his youngest son in a fit of 
impatience and selfishness, came to his father and 
demanded his inheritance. Though horribly insulted 
that his son is implying he wants the man to die, the 
man willingly gave his son 1/3 of everything he 
owned. So the man cashed out some of his 
retirement, sold some properties, liquidated some 
of his assets and gave his son cash in hand. He 
watched with great sadness as his baby boy gleefully 
left the house with his new found fortune. The man 
did not just lose his 401K that day, he lost his son.  

Weeks went by.   
No word from his boy. 

Thoughts of his son were always on his mind as he 
had a deep yearning to be reconnected and 
reconciled a boy who willfully left home. So the 
man kept one eye on the road. Everyday he 
positioned himself at work to see if anyone was 
coming his way, hoping that it would be his son 
returning. Everyone warned the man against his 
obsession, indicating he was living on false hope. Yet 
the man refused to be swayed. He patiently 
waited… 
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Then one day from a long way off the man saw his 
son, with his head hanging low, making his way 
home. The man could not wait any longer. The 
desire in his heart had been fulfilled. He rushed 
down the road and swallowed up his boy in his 
arms.  Then, “the [man] said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”  

Celebrate they did. Jesus says that the man threw a lavish 
party in honor of his youngest son’s return. Jesus also says 
that the man’s older son got terribly upset for the expense 
of the party since the father had already lost so much. He 
not only thought the party was excessive, but that it was 
unfair to celebrate the wastefulness of his younger brother 
when he had been a loyal son.  

Often when we hear this story of the Prodigal Son we try 
to figure out which son we are: the rebellious one who 
leaves and comes back, or the loyal son bitter by displays 
of grace. Yet we miss the point Jesus makes. If we are made 
in the likeness of God, we are not supposed to line up with 
either of the sons, but to the man … to the father. 

How does this father show value? With overwhelming 
generosity.  
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Questions: 
- Why does Jesus place money as the key plot point of

this parable?
- The oldest son has a point, why throw a party after

losing money? What point is Jesus making by saying the
father threw a lavish party after a severe financial loss?

Generosity: 
As Christians, we cannot talk about tithing, money, or 
value, without first examining the generosity of God. The 
generosity of God is an incredible force at work in the 
world. It exists as part of the very being of God.  

When God called the people of Israel out of slavery in 
Egypt, God needed to reintroduce Himself to these former 
slaves. They had not formally worshiped God in 
generations, and their knowledge of Him was a little rusty. 
So God led Moses up to the top of Mount Sinai to write 
some things down. God starts off by saying, “The LORD, the 
LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin …”  

In His formal introduction, God leads with, “I am 
compassionate and gracious.” That compassionate and 
gracious God goes on to show these people lavish 
generosity from manna, to “a land flowing with milk and 
honey” (an analogy for abundance). Perhaps God is making 
a point?  
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God is compassionate, gracious, and generous … therefore,
we should be compassionate, gracious and generous, too.  

Later on in this same passage, God lays out the relationship 
He will have with the people of Israel. God says, “Bring the 
best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your 
God.” – Exodus 34:26 

Out of God’s generosity comes our generosity. God begins 
the covenant with the Israelites as one with abounding 
generosity flowing from both parties. God invites us into 
this kind of relationship. It is the very relationship that is 
present within the Trinity. Between the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit lies a relationship of immense generosity and 
overwhelming love. This is the bond that makes 3 into 1; it’s 
the heart of the mystery of God. Through the process of 
salvation, we enter into the relationship that already exists 
between the Father, Son and Spirit… we get caught up in 
this immense generosity and overwhelming love of the 
Trinity… of God.  

Because God is generous, we are invited, called, compelled 
to be generous as well.  After all, we are made in God’s 
image.  

Questions: 
- Why do you think God introduces Himself on Mount

Sinai this way? Is it because He is speaking to recent
slaves?

- What is the reason that God asks for the first fruits of
the Israelite produce and not what is left over?
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Good Father: 
As if the story of the Prodigal Son was not enough, Jesus 
tells another story demonstrating the generosity of God.  

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 
those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you 
would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 
Prophets.” – Matthew 7:9-12 

In this passage, Jesus is closing out the Sermon on the 
Mount. He’s just wrapped up the idea of not judging other 
people before launching into the idea that God gives to 
those who ask. Context in the Scriptures is important to 
understand. One cannot merely lift a verse off of the page 
and ignore what comes before a passage, what comes after 
a passage, and to whom the passage was spoken. So it is an 
interesting idea that Jesus places requests from God after 
the principle “do not judge.” Perhaps those two ideas are 
not as distinct from each other as we often believe.  

Then Jesus looks at the crowd gathered in front of him and 
asks, “Do you give bad gifts to your children?” Probably 
not. We do not give bad gifts and neither does God. In fact, 
God gives good things, in generous ways, to those who ask 
Him. God is a good father. It is a part of God’s very being.  

Once again we were made in God’s image. That is not to 
say that we were made with hands, feet, ears, eyes, a mouth, 
and a nose to resemble God. God is spirit. We were made 
in the image of God… of God’s being. Then sin entered 
our world, corrupting our very being. Yet the Christian 
journey is one that seeks to reclaim and reform our being 
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to that like God’s being. Because of Jesus through the Holy 
Spirit in our lives, our being is beginning to look like God’s 
being once again. It’s the Wesleyan idea of Christian 
perfection from when Jesus says in Matthew 5:48, “Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” We are 
being remade at the core of our very being to be in the 
image of God once again.  

Therefore, since God is generous, so should we be 
generous. 

Questions: 
- If context is key, why do you think that Matthew 7:9-12

which deals with requests to God was delivered directly
after Jesus warns them about judging other people?

- In what ways have you trusted that God is good? In
what instances has God answered your requests?

Abundant Generosity: 
There are two mindsets when it comes to resources. 

Abundance or Scarcity. 

Most often humans respond to situations out of a mindset 
of scarcity.  Scarcity drives our market, and our economic 
decisions. The more scarce a resource is, the more valuable 
it becomes, and the less likely we are to give that resource 
away. 

t t t
o t  a  ach
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experience. For me, I grew the most scared 2-3 days after 
the storm when we ran out of food. We had not prepared 
for the end of the world as we knew it. Our community 
was cut off in every direction. Help could not reach us. 
Our little city was alone… and hungry.  

We had a few jars of peanut butter, a loaf of bread and a 
freezer with sugar cookies to live off for days. By day three 
there was not much left.  Because of that, I got very 
protective.  There was a man and his brother who stayed 
in their business across the street from the church where 
we rode out the storm.  These men had lost everything.  
With only a few bottles of water and a dilapidated building 
to their name, they were incredibly in need of food, yet 
they would not ask for help.  My parents extended to 
them the little we had left. 

I was not happy about this gesture at all. 

I was operating out of a mindset of scarcity. My parents 
were operating out of a mindset of abundance.  

For years after this experience I would hoard food and 
carry a small supply of breakfast bars with me at all times. I 
still had a mindset of scarcity. I hated sharing, not because I 
was selfish person, but because I was operating out of a 
sense of fear.  What if I needed these resources? Sounds 
silly, but how often do we operate out of the same sense 
of fear? How often do we approach the world through the 
lens of scarcity instead of abundance?
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But God is most generous to the most generous. 

God creates abundance where others operate out of 
abundance.  

Jesus tells another story about the nature of God in 
Matthew 25.  The story is called the Parable of the Three 
Servants, but once again, the story is not about t  
servants, but about God.  Three servants were given 
investments to protect while the master was away.  Two of 
the servants took those investments and grew them.  One 
buried the investment in order to hide it. When the master 
came home, he gave the two servants who invested wisely 
more to invest.  And the one who did nothing with it, who 
operated out of scarcity, he took from that servant what 
the servant had.  The master said, “To those who use well 
what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance …” – Matthew 25:29a 

Questions: 
- Where do you see the abundance of God? Does God

ever work out of scarcity?
- When have you lived out of abundance? What happens

when you operate out of scarcity?

Last Words: 
God is generous.  
It is God’s nature.  
We are made in that nature, in God’s image. 
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So let Paul’s words ring true to you as you process the 
generosity of God. “Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind ….” –
Romans 12:2a.  Do not let the world convince you to live 
in fear. For the love of God, take on the nature of God and 
learn to live in grand generosity. It is a way of life you will 
not regret. 

Read: 
Monday: Ephesians 1:3-10 
Tuesday: Matthew 6:25-34 
Wednesday: Psalm 116 
Thursday:  Psalm 68:4-10 
Friday: Genesis 24:34-48 
Saturday: Psalm 145

Quotes: 
“You have not lived today until you have done something for 
someone who can never repay you.” – John Bunyan 

“I care not for a man's religion whose dog and cat are not the 
better for it.” – Abraham Lincoln 

“[When I die] if I leave behind me ten pounds ... you and all 
mankind [may] bear witness against me, that I have lived and 
died a thief and a robber.” - John Wesley 
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“Pray with great confidence, with confidence based upon the 
goodness and infinite generosity of God and upon the promises 
of Jesus Christ. God is a spring of living water which flows 
unceasingly into the hearts of those who pray.”  – St. Louis de 
Montfort 

"At the end of our life, we shall all be judged by charity.” – St. 
John of the Cross

Notes: 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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Week 2
On the Theology of Money
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Opening Prayer:
O Lord my God, 
Teach my heart this day where and how to see you, 
Where and how to find you. 
You have made me and remade me, 
And you have bestowed on me 
All the good things I possess, 
And still I do not know you. 
I have not yet done that 
For which I was made. 
Teach me to seek you, 
For I cannot seek you 
Unless you teach me, 
Or find you 
Unless you show yourself to me. 
Let me seek you in my desire, 
Let me desire you in my seeking. 
Let me find you by loving you, 
Let me love you when I find you. 
– St. Anselm

IN THE WORD QUOTES NOTES
 Read out loud the key  Take time to read, process,         Write and reflect on what
 passages for the week. and discuss the quotes.            God is stirring inside you.

21



Word:

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.” –
Matthew 6:19-24 

If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights 
denied, do not be surprised at such things; for one official is 
eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still.  
The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself 
profits from the fields. 
Whoever loves money never has enough; 

 whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
    This too is meaningless. 
As goods increase, 

 so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owners 
    except to feast their eyes on them? 
The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 
    whether they eat little or much, 
but as for the rich, their abundance 
    permits them no sleep. 
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 
wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
    or wealth lost through some misfortune, 
so that when they have children 
    there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 
    and as everyone comes, so they depart. 
They take nothing from their toil 

 that they can carry in their hands. – Ecclesiastes 5:8-15 
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Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus 
to catch him in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, 
we know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by 
others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you 
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to 
pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or 
shouldn’t we?” 
But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap 
me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 
They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is 
this? And whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him. –
Mark 12:13-17 

Study: 
Once we have a healthy understanding of God’s generosity, 
how it is a part of the very nature of God, we understand 
how we are invited to be generous.  From that we can 
begin to assemble a theology of money. Theology is merely 
an understanding of God, therefore a theology of money is 
understanding money the way God does.  

As God invites each one of us to live differently than the 
world, God invites us to understand our money differently 
as well.  

Two Masters: 
According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus wastes no time 
in ministry before addressing people’s concerns about 
money. In fact, Matthew records Jesus as starting ministry 
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in chapter 4 and by chapter 6 he is already making bold 
claims about people’s pocketbooks. By chapter 6 Jesus is in 
the middle of the Sermon on the Mount and says, “No one 
can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money.”  To be clear, Jesus is 
not anti-money. Instead there is something else much 
deeper that is happening here.  

Once again, context is key to understanding Scripture. 
When Jesus claims that you cannot serve two masters, he 
does so right after talking at length about hypocrisy. 
Matthew 6:1-23 is all about addressing the hypocrisy that 
was common among religious people at the time. 
Specifically Jesus calls out the hypocrisy he saw in regards 
to the way people prayed, the way they fasted, and the way 
they gave …  

“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so 
that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.” – Matthew 6:2-4 

Jesus is not anti-money. In fact it is hard to give to others 
when you have nothing to give! Jesus is anti-hypocrisy. 

No one can serve two masters… s t s not fool 
ourselves into thinking we can.  

Money is not evil…nor is money good. Money is an 
inanimate object that reveals our wills and the state of our 
souls. It can be used to build or to destroy. In Matthew 6, 
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Jesus reveals that money can be useful to give away to help 
others. But when money becomes a means in itself, when 
money takes over as the very thing that we desire the 
most, it wreaks havoc in people’s lives.  

In Mark 10 there was a rich man who came to Jesus, 
inquiring about eternal life. He approaches Jesus with much 
hubris, asking what he must do to be saved. 

Jesus replied to him, “You know the commandments:  ‘you 
shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, 
honor your father and mother.’” 

The young man retorted, “Teacher … all these I have kept 
since I was a boy.” 

Jesus responded,  “One thing you lack … go, sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

We know the story… The rich young man left dejected, 
because he was very rich.  

You almost wonder if the young man was used to buying 
people off, getting what he wanted through his wealth.  Yet 
Jesus was not impressed by his money or attitude, instead 
Jesus challenged him to sell everything and follow. 

Why? 

It’s not because his money was evil. Rather it is because 
you cannot serve two masters.  

It’s either God or your bank account. 

25



For the young man, his bank account had his heart. 

You can have both God and money but you cannot serve 
both God and money. Your bank account can be bent to 
God’s will, but God cannot be bent to money’s will… or 
your will for your money. Unfortunately too many people 
try to get God to line up with their insatiable need to fill 
their bank accounts and then masquerade this as holy and 
good. 

I once met a man who told me that God created him to 
make money and with that money he should provide a nice 
life for his family, and that anyone who could not make a 
lot of money was living in sin. I stood their dumbfounded 
as I looked at him. Making money is not wrong, nor is 
providing for yo amily. But his idea that it is sinful for 
people to not make a lot money is what illuminated his 
true motive. I left that man’s house sad for him, because it 
was clear… though he talked about God, he served his 
money. His theology involved the the wrong priority.  

Jesus also says in Matthew 6:19-21: 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Human hearts gravitate towards what they value the most. 
Jesus understood that. So he calls us to value the Kingdom 
of God more than our stuff. The rich young man could not 
accept this… His heart was already steered a different 
direction.  
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The author of Ecclesiastes says this: 
Whoever loves money never has enough; 

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
 This too is meaningless. 

Yet you cannot serve both God and money. 
To try to do both is a paradox.  
To live serving both is hypocrisy.  
Jesus is anti-hypocrisy.  

Questions: 
- What does it mean that money is an extension of one’s

will and one’s soul?
- Why does Jesus speak out so vehemently against

hypocrisy in Matthew 6?

John Wesley: 
John Wesley founded the Methodist movement in the 
1700s. The early Methodists were a movement of people 
who sought revival within the then stale Anglican Church 
of England.  In attempts to stir the fires of revival,  Wesley 
spoke out against many common habits and attitudes of 
people at the time. 

One of the big topics Wesley covered was money. 

“‘The Love of money’, we know, ‘is the root of all 
evil’; but not the thing itself. The fault does not lie in 
the money, but in them that use it.” 

Because Wesley understood the idea that money is not 
inherently good or bad, but that it is a tool to be used 
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wisely.  He also realized people’s innate desire to earn 
more money, but that if held onto for too long will corrupt 
people’s hearts.  So Wesley preached three main ideas: 

1) Earn all you can.
2) Save all you can.
3) Give all you can.

Now Wesley absolutely understood what Jesus says in 
Matthew 6, to not store up your treasures on earth.  So 
why does he advocate for earning and saving all you can?  It 
is because he also understood the benefit of giving all you 
can.  Wesley truly believed that if you held on to something 
for too long, it would become an idol, something besides 
God that bends our hearts. So he taught to give everything 
you can.  Wesley saw money as a gift from God that once 
in the hands of people who understood they are made in 
God’s likeness, could accomplish insurmountable things and 
show grace in profound ways in a process called 
stewardship. 

“In the hands of [God’s] children [money] is food 
for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment for the 
naked. It gives to the traveller and the stranger 
where to lay his head. 
By it we may supply the place of a husband to the 
widow, and of a father to the fatherless; we may be 
a defense for the oppressed, a means of health to 
the sick, of ease to them that are in pain. It may be 
as eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter 
up from the gates of death.” 

Wesley’s belief in the role of money in the lives of 
Christians reflects what Paul wrote Timothy. 
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“Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. In this way 
they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life.” – 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

Wesley firmly believed that one’s stewardship (the practice 
of utilizing the blessings God has entrusted to you) 
reflected one’s spirituality. He considered giving money a 
spiritual discipline to be practiced. No matter if one had a 
lot or a little, one’s stewardship was an indicator of one’s 
faith walk.  

“If you desire to be a faithful and a wise steward, out of 
that portion of your Lord’s goods which he has for the 
present lodged in your hands, but with the right of 
resuming whenever it pleases him, first, provide things 
needful for yourself–food to eat, raiment to put on, 
whatever nature moderately requires for preserving the 
body in health and strength. Secondly, provide these for 
your wife, your children, your servants, or any others who 
pertain to your household. If when this is done there be 
an overplus left, then ‘do good to them that are of the 
household of faith.’ If there be an overplus still, ‘as you 
have opportunity, do good unto all men.’ In so doing, you 
give all you can; nay, in a sound sense, all you have. For 
all that is laid out in this manner is really given to God. 
You ‘render unto God the things that are God’s’, not only 
by what you give to the poor, but also by that which you 
expend in providing things needful for yourself and your 
household.”  
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Wesley encouraged responsible stewardship. Part of being 
responsible is taking care of youself and your family, 
because to Wesley that was a godly act. He also did not 
believe in opulence because he knew that with what ever 
you had left after providing for your family, could do a 
world of good.  Wesley was all about good stewardship for 
the love of God and others. What kind of steward will you 
be?  

Questions: 
- Some in the Christian faith see money as evil, others see

it as the highest measure of success. How do you think
Wesley’s idea of 1) Earn all you can 2) Save all you can
3) Give all you can strikes a balance between those two
mindsets?

- In the last quoted passage, how does Wesley challenge
our ideas of money when he says that to provide for
your family is giving to God?

Give unto Caesar: 
Jesus shook people’s convictions and deeply held beliefs to 
their core.  The religious leaders of the time sought to 
catch Jesus saying something that could be used against 
him in either in a religious court of law or with the Roman 
authorities.  So they devised a plan to get him to speak out 
against the Roman government, which would have been 
considered an act of treason or an act of inciting rebellion.  
Their plan was to ask Jesus about taxes.  

In Mark 12 Jesus gets cornered and asked if the occupied 
Jewish people should pay their taxes to the Roman Empire 
who was actively oppressing them. Jesus responds with the 
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famous line, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 
what is God’s.” 

Here Jesus makes a profound statement about money.  
Our use of money is an issue of obedience, and God is not 
the only one to whom we are called to be obedient. 
Sometimes with obedience we do not get a chance to 
choose. Jesus says pay your taxes. (Another point in 
Scripture, Jesus actually pays his own taxes.) Yet those taxes 
are going to fund a rather oppressive regime that was not 
the most holy entity in the world. Jesus calls people to 
obedience via their money to an Empire that will later nail 
him to the cross.  

What paid for the cross? 
Taxes. 

J s s s s t t s
s t t s give back to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s. Yet he goes further… we are to give back to God 
what is God’s. 

What is God’s? 

Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it …” 

Somehow Jesus is talking about taxes, but not talking about 
taxes at the same time.  

We may pay our taxes out of obedience to the 
government, but the real obedience is falling into 
submission to God with our money. After all, it really is not 
ours. It is simply on loan from the One who created all 
things.  Money, resources, stuff, all exist not as mere play 
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things for those that have them, but items to be used, 
enjoyed, and given in obedience, respect and submission to 
the Lord.  

Because we really do not own anything outright, it is much 
easier to give away what you have been given. Yet when you 
view the money, resources, and stuff in your possession as 
“yours” your heart turns towards them, your hands grip 
them all the tighter and you struggle to bless anyone else 
with them.  

Jesus prophetically uses these words in Matthew 25:40, 
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

This concept is radically changing the way I approach 
stoplights. When the guy with the sign is standing there in 
need of cash, I used to roll my window up, strategically 
place my car further back from the light so I would not 
have him staring at me, and quickly drive off when the light 
turned green.  After all “what’s mine is mine… and he 
should get a job.” Now, as I have grown in my 
understanding of the generosity of God and from that, a 
holistic theology of money, I try to empty my wallet when I 
see someone in need.  These green bills are not mine to 
hold onto, and if I do, they tempt my heart to turn from 
Jesus.  I do not always succeed in this venture. Sometimes 
(if I am being honest) I still grasp my wallet tightly. Yet, I am 
growing. Money has held my heart in the past.  

No more. 

These s t st st ts t
t inside the church as well.  As I hear and see 

how ministries are expanding and building the Kingdom of 
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God either around town or around the world, I am being 
led and inspired to give more freely.  After all, my resources 
are not mine to begin with, they are a gift from God.  

So, give to Caesar what is Caesar’s; give to God what is 
God’s. 

Questions: 
- Why do you think the author of Mark includes this

story of Jesus saying to pay your taxes? What is the
purpose of this story?

- How do you view the things you “own”? Do you treat
them like yours or like they are on loan?

Blessing or Curse 
Money can be either  bless others or curse you. 
It cannot do both.  

What you do with your money tells a story about who and 
what owns you. In American culture we bind ourselves 
with large amounts of debt, shackling ourselves to our 
stuff. Jesus offers a different way … a way that is not bound 
by anything but our relationship with the Divine.  

Let’s face it, most of us are recovering from the bondage of 
money, debt and stuff in which we so easily slipped. The 
King James version calls these things “mammon.”  We 
cannot serve both God and mammon.  

The good news is: we get to choose which one we choose. 
Choose wisely. 
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Read:

Monday: Matthew 19:16-22 
Tuesday: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Wednesday: Acts 8:17-24 
Thursday: Hebrews 13:5-6 
Friday: 2 Chronicles 1:7-13 
Saturday: Revelation 3:14-18

Quotes:

“Let us not be satisfied with just giving money. Money is not 
enough, money can be got, but they need your hearts to love 
them. So, spread your love everywhere you go.” – Mother 
Teresa 

“Money has never made man happy, nor will it, there is nothing 
in its nature to produce happiness. The more of it one has the 
more one wants.” – Benjamin Franklin 

“Greed is not a financial issue. It's a heart issue.” – Andy 
Stanley 

“I judge all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.” – 
John Wesley  

“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help 
straighten out almost every other area in his life.” – Billy 
Graham 
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Week 3
On the Theology of Tithe
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Opening Prayer:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,  
Where there is injury, pardon,  
Where there is doubt, faith,  
Where there is despair, hope,  
Where there is darkness, light,  
Where there is sadness, joy.  
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console, not so much to be understood as to 
understand, not so much to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving 
that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in 
dying that we awake to eternal life. 
– St. Francis Of Assisi

IN THE WORD QUOTES NOTES
Read out loud the key  Take time to read, process,          Write and reflect on what
 passages for the week. and discuss the quotes. God is stirring inside you.
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Word:

Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each 
year. Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and olive oil, and the 
firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord 
your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God 
always. But if that place is too distant and you have been 
blessed by the Lord your God and cannot carry your tithe 
(because the place where the Lord will choose to put his Name 
is so far away), then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the 
silver with you and go to the place the Lord your God will 
choose. Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, 
wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you 
and your household shall eat there in the presence of the Lord 
your God and rejoice. And do not neglect the Levites living in 
your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their 
own. At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that 
year’s produce and store it in your towns, so that the Levites 
(who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the 
foreigners, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns 
may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the Lord your 
God may bless you in all the work of your hands. –
Deuteronomy 14:22-29 

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you 
have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, 
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a 
gnat but swallow a camel.” – Matthew 23:23-24 
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Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only 
a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They 
all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.” – Mark 12:41-44 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” – 
Luke 18:10-14 

Study: 
The tithe stands as a controversial topic in many churches 
today. The concept of tithe (giving away a tenth of one’s 
increase) stretches all the way back to Genesis. Yet the 
current church is very splintered when it comes to this 
ancient idea. For some, they see the tithe as an Old 
Testament command that is isolated to the Jewish people. 

39



Others reject it based on the language of shame that 
sometimes accompanies this discussion, that if you are not 
giving a tenth then you are not as spiritual as one who 
does. On the other side, some see the tithe as the 
minimum for Christian generosity, while others see it as 
the goal. Some believe the tithe is the end of all of the 
world s problems.  And yet others see it as the “church 
tax,” the fee to pay to be a good member of a local 
congregation.  There are a variety of opinions, yet in many 
cases, talking about it makes people uneasy.  
But what does the Bible actually say about the tithe and 
its purpose?  

That is the question that we will study this chapter.  Only 
now can we address the idea of tithing since we have laid 
the ground work by discussing the overwhelming 
generosity of God and by gaining a theological 
understanding of money. Because of that foundation, we 
can interpret the Biblical concept of tithe in a way that 
neither diminishes formational power or causes people to 
feel shamed in the process.  

Not What It Seems 

God called Moses up a mountain to establish identity …. 
the identity of a new people. The Hebrews were most 
recently slaves; yet now they are no longer who they once 
were. They are now someone else, something else. These 
Hebrews are moving forward into Israel, to become the 
people of Israel dwelling in the land of Israel. Their God 
whom they had almost forgotten has called them to leave 
the old and enter the new.  
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Identities change, but they do not change overnight. To 
truly leave behind their slavery, their mindset has to be 
altered.  

God calls Moses up a mountain to instruct him in practices 
for the people that will serve to change their mindset. No 
longer are they slaves in a pagan land. They are God’s 
people in God’s land.  

One of those practices is the tithe.  Another important 
practice is that of Sabbath.  
These two are connected. 

Jesus says in Mark 2:27,  “The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath.” 

Sabbath became one of the most important practices for 
the early Jews. Over time that practice became legalistic. 
Rules were put in place to protect people from breaking 
this day of rest. The religious elite had conversed, discussed, 
debated, voted upon and ruled that to adequately rest on 
the Sabbath you could not walk more than x amount of 
steps that day, or prepare certain kinds of food for fear of 
causing too much strenuous activity. So when Jesus began 
to heal people on the Sabbath (because God’s work waits 
for no one) Jesus was criticized for working on the day of 
rest. 

Jesus then boldly proclaims that the Sabbath was not what 
they thought it was. It was never intended to be a 
constriction for people, but a day to call people to 
remembrance of their new identities. No longer were they 
slaves sent to work 7 days a week, but free, children of 
God invited to rest from their labors. Humans were not 
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made to serve the Sabbath but the Sabbath was made to 
serve humans. 

Deuteronomy 14 makes the same claim but about the 
tithe.    

God instructs Moses to lead the people into this practice 
of setting aside 10% of their increase. Notice, God is 
referring to all of their increase, not just money. God is 
talking about setting aside 10% of all that one has gained 
and then in the presence of the Lord (which is a reference 
to journeying to the Temple) consume it.  

Why? 

Deuteronomy 14:23b “so that you may learn to revere the 
Lord your God always.” 

God calls the people to take 10% of what they have gained 
and use it/consume it in the presence of God as an act of 
worship. God does not need what you have. Remember 
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it …” God already owns it. The 
point of this process was to be called to remember your 
new identity. No longer are you slaves forced to work for 
the Pharaoh who believed himself to be a god. Now you 
are God’s people who have been set free. You were to 
offer that 10% to God out of worship, and in turn, God 
returns that blessing to you. God is gracious and generous. 

We are not in the same position as the Hebrews … or are 
we? We certainly did not come from physical slavery, but 
we have all been shack ed by sin and its effects. Yet no 
longer are we defined and dominated by that sin anymore. 
We have been granted a new identity as children of the 
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Father, redeemed by the Son, and being remade by the 
Spirit. So while we are not at the foot of Mt. Sinai being 
called to a new way of life, we are in effect people being 
called to a new way of life. Sabbath and tithe are not old 
ideas lost on us, but ways to worship and be reformed 
even now.  

So … 

“… you and your household shall eat there in the presence of 
the Lord your God and rejoice.” – Deuteronomy 14:26b 

We were not made for the tithe; the tithe was made for 
us. 

Questions: 
- What practices do we observe today that calls us to

remember our new identity? Do you think of tithing in
this way?

- Are there other similarities between Sabbath and tithe?

The Needy and the Called 
God calls all people to participate in the Kingdom. Each 
one of us has roles to play in what God is actively doing in 
the world.  Yet sometimes God calls people specifically to 
give their life focus to this work.  Today we reference these 
people as having received a “call to ministry.” During the 
Old Testament the call to ministry came from the family 
from which you were born. There were 12 tribes of Israel, 
one from each of the sons of Jacob (whose name God 
changed to Israel, hence his descendants are known as the 
people of Israel.) God called one of those tribes, the 
Levites, to be active Kingdom workers, i.e., ancient day 
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priests. The other 11 tribes could farm, raise livestock, go 
to war, be in business; but not the Levites. The Levites’ role 
was solely focused upon ministering to others and tending 
to the Temple. They had no means to provide for 
themselves or for their families.  

So in Deuteronomy  as God tells Moses to instruct the 
people to tithe, God includes provision for the Levites. 

“And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for 
they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. At 
the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that 
year’s produce and store it in your towns, so that the 
Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their 
own) and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows 
who live in your towns may come and eat and be 
satisfied, and so that the Lord your God may bless you 
in all the work of your hands.” – Deuteronomy 
14:27-29 

The tithe is about identity … and provision. 

Remember when God introduces Himself to Moses when 
he first climbs Mt. Sinai: 

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood 
there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The 
LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,” – 
Exodus 34:5-6 

God is compassionate and gracious, and takes care of 
those whom are called and those who are in need. Those 
who are in need are: 
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the widow, the fatherless, the homeless, the 
alcoholic, the abused, the morally bankrupt, the 
disabled, the young, the old, the married, the single, 
the good, the bad, the sexually pure, and the 
sexually not-so-pure .… 

For God it’s: come one come all. 

Our God is compassionate and gracious and makes room 
for the needy, whomever they are and wherever they are. 
Those who are in need often range wildly and are not 
limited to stereotypes.  

The model God uses to take care of the “called” and those 
who are “in need” is by inviting others to live into their 
new identities which are gracious and generous, and 
because they are gracious and generous, they return some 
of their blessings to share with others. 

See how that works? 

Tithing is not a “God tax.” Instead it is part of an 
ecosystem we are invited into that is designed to be a 
blessing to you and in turn bless others through you.  

All of this is an act of worship to the God who changes 
our identities. 

Solomon in his wisdom wrote these words: 
“Generous persons will prosper; 
those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” 

– Proverbs 11:25
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Blessings are reciprocal. 

Questions: 

- How do we support those who are called into ministry?
- How do we support those in ministry who are not full

time vocationally in ministry?
- Why does God use this ecosystem of generosity instead

of providing for people in a “manna from heaven”
method?

New Testament Idea of Tithe 
I must confess that growing up, the idea of tithe to me was 
limited to the Old Testament. In the Bible there is the Old 
Covenant that God made with people of Israel; and then at 
the Last Supper Jesus unveils this New Covenant that all 
people are invited into. I have always attached this idea of 
tithe to a pre-Jesus thing.  

But Jesus shakes up people’s perceptions… 

In Matthew 23 Jesus criticizes the religious elite for their 
misunderstanding of the tithe. Jesus says,  

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill 
and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 
matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the 
former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 
swallow a camel.” 

This is more than a rebuke; in fact, there are a lot of things 
going on in this passage. First is the idea that Jesus does 
not do away with the concept of tithe, but critiques 
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people’s understanding of it. Second, Jesus is not upset they 
are practicing giving a tenth of their increase, but is upset 
that they feel that by writing their check or giving their 
allotted amount that they are done. Obligation fulfilled! 
Jesus is frustrated by their “I’ve done my share” mentality.  

“So you have given a tenth but in what other ways have 
you worked in the Kingdom? How have you showed 
justice, mercy, and faithfulness?” 

To give and not also do is the mindset of taxation. When 
we pay taxes we expect services to be rendered (after all 
that s what we pay for, right?). Yet that is not the mindset 
of the Kingdom of God, because this Kingdom is all about 
participation. Jesus desires participators in the Kingdom, 
not just a revenue source. He says, “You should have 
practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.” Jesus is 
looking for both/and, not just one or the other.  

The last sentence in this passage is an important one, 
though. “You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a 
camel.” There is a temptation that is common to us that 
leads to legalism, the idea of following the rules to the 
extreme. Yet legalism blinds us to the greater context. The 
religious leaders followed the tithe down to the smallest 
portion, yet missed the context. They missed the “why?” 

To worship … to bless … to help … to build … 

If we do not keep in front of us why we are giving, we can 
quickly slip into following the letter of the instruction 
while missing the spirit of it.  
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Questions: 
- Does Jesus’ critique here of the Pharisees challenge you?

Why or why not?
- What does it look like for you to be a participator in

the Kingdom?

Generous Giving 
Jesus does not do away with the concept of the tithe (to 
the chagrin of many Christians) but he also offers a new 
understanding of the idea of giving.  

If God is generous, should not we be generous as well? 

The Gospel of Mark captures a powerful story where Jesus 
advocates for us living into the generosity of God. 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money 
into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of 
her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” –
Mark 12:41-44 

Now it would have been great had Jesus given more 
commentary on this woman’s offering, yet this is the end of 
the chapter. Jesus calls attention to his disciples as this 
story unfolds in the Temple yet gives little explanation of 
what these men were witnessing. Perhaps it is because the 
woman’s actions speak for itself? 
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The rich gave … which is great, but it did not cost them 
anything. It’s hard to worship God with your tithes and 
offerings if you never miss what you give. It would be like 
giving up sodas for Lent when you never actually drink 
sodas to begin with. The act of worship is removed 
because there is no sacrifice involved.  

The woman on the other hand gave just a mere fraction of 
what the rich men had given, yet it cost her a great deal. 
Giving for this woman stung a little bit.  Yet Jesus credits 
her with the better action.  

In Deuteronomy 14 God calls us to tithe as an act of 
worship.  t Jesus alludes to here in Mark 12 is that 
worship through giving is not tied to the value of the 
amount but the state of the heart of the one giving it. The 
rich men had given out of duty and it cost them little. The 
woman gave out of generosity and it cost her much. 

This is reminiscent of when King David goes to offer a 
sacrifice to God yet someone wants to give him the 
sacrifice to offer. David says in 1 Chronicles 21:24 “No, I 
insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what 
is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.” 

For one person, a tithe … a tenth, is nothing for him or 
her to give. For another person because of debt, medical 
issues, extenuating circumstances or the realities of life, a 
smaller amount is all they have to offer.  

Who is being more faithful and worshipful in their giving? 

One pastor told me as I was struggling through seminary 
trying to make ends meet that faithful giving is giving until 

49



is stings a bit, whatever the amount may be. For those who 
have a lot, it means it takes a lot more to make giving a 
sacrifice. For those who have little, it takes less. How can 
we give in worship if it does not cost us anything? His 
words to me were helpful in my sad financial state as a 
broke seminary student.  

Now Jesus does not dismiss the tithe as a part of worship, 
in fact Jesus affirms the tithe. Yet he also indicates here that 
generous giving is key. Our God does not operate out of 
scarcity, and we need not operate out of scarcity either. 
God is about generosity. What does it look like to be 
generous to the point of sacrifice?  

Questions: 
- For you, what is the connection between physical

resources, worship, generosity and sacrifice?
- What do your actions indicate about your belief about

resources, worship, generosity and sacrifice?

What Comes First 
Solomon wrote:

“Honor the Lord with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops;
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine.” – Proverbs 
3:9-10 

If the tithe is a blessing to us and to others, if it is an act of 
worship and sacrifice, if it flows out of generosity and 
surplus, then should it not be the first thing we give? 
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This act is one of: blessing … worship … sacrifice … 
generosity … and submission.  Giving to God first calls 
into submission our lives, our finances, and our minds. 

You cannot be a slave to the system when you submit 
yourself first to God. 

Questions: 
- In what ways do we give our left overs instead of first

fruits?
- Do we find ourselves living as financial slaves?

Final Thoughts 
Jesus tells another story of contrasting characters involving 
money, sacrifice and worship. 

From the Gospel of Luke: 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood by 
himself and prayed:  ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of 
all I get.’ 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not 
even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
be exalted.” – Luke 18:10-14 

To understand this contrast that Jesus sets up here, one 
must understand that tax collectors were considered 
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traitors to the Jewish people. Israel was no more; instead 
an invading empire occupied the land. Tax collectors were 
fellow Hebrews who were working in collusion with the 
Romans. Not only were they working for the “enemy” they 
usually skimmed from the money they collected. So these 
tax collectors regularly cheated their neighbors out of 
money.  

Yet the Pharisee who did all the right actions, gave to God 
all the right amounts of money, was not as justified as the 
tax collector.  

Why? 

The tax collector came to worship God in humility; the 
Pharisee came to worship God in arrogance. Which will be 
said of us?  

…

Do you give?  
Do you tithe? 

Hopefully.  

Yet what is your motivation for these things? 

Do also you work towards justice, mercy, and faithfulness? 
Do you give as a sacrifice or as an obligation?
Do you find yourself falling into submission to God or 
slavery to stuff?  
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What we do with our resources is a reflection of our 
hearts.  

So as the Spirit of God stirs, challenges and changes us: 
May our hearts be humble.  
May our intentions be to worship God through our 
blessings. 
May those blessings be used as blessings to others.  
May we live not as the world lives through a mindset of 
scarcity but as God exists in abundance. 
May we earn all we can, save all we can so we can give all 
we can for the benefit of others.  
May Jesus count what we do with our checkbooks and 
debit cards as righteousness and not judgment.  
May we do this all for the love of God …  
In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . Amen.

Read: 
Monday: Deuteronomy 26:8-15 
Tuesday: 2 Chronicles 31:2-8 
Wednesday: Nehemiah 10:34-39 
Thursday: Amos 4:4-6 
Friday: Malachi 3:6-12 
Saturday: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
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Quotes:

“And for this reason did the Lord, instead of that 
[commandment], `You shall not commit adultery,’ forbid even 
concupiscence; and instead of that which runs thus, `You shall 
not kill,’ He prohibited anger; and instead of the law enjoining 
the giving of tithes, to share all our possessions with the poor; 
and not to love our neighbors only, but even our enemies; and 
not merely to be liberal givers and bestowers, but even that we 
should present a gratuitous gift to those who take away our 
goods” – Irenaenus 

“You can give without loving. But you cannot love without 
giving.” – Amy Carmichael  

“No one has ever become poor by giving.” – Ann Frank 

“Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you 
as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.” – Ignatius of 
Loyola 

“The heart of a giver makes the gift dear and precious.” –
Martin Luther  

“Giving is true loving.” – Charles Haddon Spurgeon  

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them 
all. But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still 
possess.” – Martin Luther  
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Notes:
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