
"Entertaining Angels"

How would you define hospitality? How does it compare to Abraham’s story?
Are you hospitable to those in your tent, or are you hospitable to those outside of it?
Abraham leaves his meeting with God (vs. 1) to entertain guests. What does this say
about the importance of hospitality?

Read Genesis 18:1-2
If you know anything about the climate of Ancient Israel, you know that it is often dry and
humid, especially in the wilderness and hillside. This terrain provides a test for every traveler
who isn't prepared for the journey. It is here, in the hottest part of the day, that Abraham gets
three visitors.

Before Abraham could take care of his guests, he asked their permission to do so. Does
your hospitality empower others, or is it enforced. Provide an example
Observe that Abraham was sitting near the trees, but he offered his seat in the heat of the
day to his guests. What luxury or comfort are you enjoying that could be a respite for
others?
Does your service to others have strings attached, or may they enter into your service and
grace as they please?

Read Genesis 18:3-5 
After bowing low to the ground, Abraham seeks to serve his guests before they pass him by.
He doesn’t just let them scoop water out the family well. Rather, he rolls out the red carpet in
providing them water to drink, water to wash their feet, shade to rest, and food to eat. This is
more than ordinary service to strangers.

Genesis 18:1-8

In Hebrews 13:2, we are instructed to show
hospitality even to strangers because we
might entertain angels. Whether they are
angels, strangers, friends or neighbors, there
is something about showing another person
hospitality that opens the door for us to
welcome the Divine. In Matthew 25:44-45
Jesus says if we do this for the least of these,
we do this for Him. Abraham actually
entertains the Divine. We should too.
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Taking into account chapter 17, chances are Abraham and his household were
still recovering from circumcision, and yet he and other male servants took care of
his guests. Why is this important to the subject ‘hospitality’?
When we serve strangers, friends, or even our enemies, do we provide quality
service or something else?
Later, we will learn that these guests were angels and that Abraham, unbeknownst
to him, left God to entertain angles. Therefore the question becomes do you
glimpse the Divine in the person before you?

Read Genesis 18:6-8
Once his guests granted him permission, Abraham went to work quickly. He and his
servants prepared a BBQ, milk, and made bread from scratch. Pause for a second and
imagine the time this took. Ancient Israel did not have microwaves or convection
ovens. Hence, Abraham and his servants put in work to serve the three guests who
visited him.
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