
"Hospitality of Communion "

Are there any ceremonial meals you celebrate with others?
Who prepares the setting for them?
Who are you going to invite to break bread with in order to experience relationships the
way God intends?
Who do you often leave out?

Read Luke 22:7-13
IJesus was a Jew, which means he participated in and practiced a Jewish faith. Part of
being Jewish required keeping the Festival of Unleavened Bread each year around the
Spring Equinox to commemorate the story of Exodus. At Passover, a day early in the
Festival, family members would gather, remember their collective history, and enjoy the
freedom and prosperity of God’s deliverance.

Why does Luke write, “when the hour comes?”
Is there certain etiquette to the timing of speeches in ceremonially dinners?
If so, is this common knowledge or cultural knowledge?
How can we receive “the bread” in remembrance of Christ?

Read Luke 22:14-19
Notice Luke states that Jesus and his disciples recline. Passover is thought of as a ceremony
requiring certain traditional standard and class. However, the Passover was a relaxed
environment where people shared in celebrating their history. The atmosphere was charged
with joy, excitement, and laughter. It is on this night that Jesus informs his disciples that this
will be their final Passover together until He fulfills His work and suffers.

Luke 22:7-20

Jesus eagerly desired to share this meal with
His disciples. He also eagerly desires to share
this meal with you, too. There is something
very special about breaking bread together.
In fact, hospitality the way God desires
usually involves food (and good wine). 
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Have you eaten dinner with an enemy?
Earlier in this chapter, we read that “Satan entered Judas,” and this led into his
betrayal. Why Judas, what made him such a good vessel?
Would Satan see you as a vessel, too?
What is this New Covenant Christ speaks of?
Who is it intended for?

Read Luke 22:20-23
Christ announces the New Covenant at the end of the dinner. This covenant is to be an
everlasting one that God will make with humanity. Unlike former covenants where
there is God and a human representative, this covenant has God as the initiator and
representative on behalf of humanity, for Jesus was fully divine and fully human.
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What profound things have happened to you over a meal? 
Is there something we’re missing in communion?
When we celebrate communion, are we also celebrating community?
How can we bring back the joy, laughter, jokes, and smiles of the Upper Room where Christ
broke bread and blessed the wine?

Final Thoughts
Communion is often one sided. We tend to see what Christ did in the elements of the bread
and wine, but we often overlook its context. Christ was gathered around close friends who
have witnessed and supported his ministry. He was gathered in an upper room celebrating a
meal that commemorated God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt. It was in this context,
surrounded by laughter, jokes, smiles, and a full belly that he then shared Communion with his
disciples.
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