
"Art of the Self-Invitation”

Zacchaeus was short, yet he so desired to see Jesus that he climbed a tree, something that may
have been a bit unusual for a rich man to do himself. To what extent would you do the unusual to
see Jesus?
How do you feel when a poor person is helped? What about a rich person receiving a bail out?
Why do you think Jesus said He “must” stay with Zacchaeus?
What does it look like to invite yourself to be available for someone you aren’t currently close
friends, too?

Read Luke 19:1-5
What better place for Jesus to show the mission of his ministry than Jericho? It is a place where
the rich build winter palaces and the poor are left barren along the road. As He is passing through
on His way to Jerusalem, he meets a blind beggar at the entrance and heals him. Then He calls
down a rich man from a tree and becomes his guest. Jesus doesn’t discriminate when it comes to
healing the soul.

How does Zacchaeus respond when Jesus calls him? 
Why do you think the crowd complained so strongly? 
When was the last time you invited yourself into a sinner’s home? What about the spaces they call
home?

Read Luke 19:6-7
In all of the N.T., the Greek word used for “complaining” is only used twice. Once here and another
time in Luke 15:1-2. Luke is making a strong point. When Jesus becomes a neighbor to the tax
collectors and sinners, the people, in the strongest way, murmur and complain. In today’s times, such
an action would have gotten Jesus ``cancelled.” Be that as it may, Jesus still invites Himself to be the
guest of a sinner named Zacchaeus. 

Luke 19:1-10 

 Sometimes the best thing you can do is
invite yourself into a person’s situation to be
the neighbor they need. Jesus takes one look
at Zacchaeus and invites himself over to this
tax collector’s house. No judgement given.
Jesus knows this man needs a friend. From
this simple act of reverse hospitality,
Zacchaeus changes everything about his life. 
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What do you think was the crowd’s response to Jesus’s declaration? 
Zacchaeus provides restitution for the sins he committed that directly impacted others.
When you sin, what reparations do you provide to others you’ve hurt? 
If Jesus did not invite himself into the home of Zacchaeus, what would have become of
him? 
When you don’t invite yourself into the lives of others, what blessing(s) could they be
missing? What blessing(s) could you be missing?
 

Read Luke 19:8-10
Jesus declares salvation has been brought to the house of a sinner. Pause a second to take
this in. Leaving the crowd filled with Jews and the ‘righteous,’ Jesus pronounces salvation
has reached this sinner. Indeed, the lost has been found and saved! 
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