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To the clergy and laity of South Georgia:
As you know by now, my passion is sharing Jesus, seeing the overlooked, joining God in transforming lives, and changing the 
world one person at a time.
I’ve had the privilege of getting to know the great people of South Georgia over the past nine months, and I’ve seen firsthand 
that our local churches share in this passion. I continue to be amazed at the incredible ministry happening all across the South 
Georgia Conference.
Many of you, clergy and lay, have asked, “Bishop, what are you going to do to come alongside us and help us in the local 
church? What are you going to do to help with dismantling racism and social justice in our communities? What can our church 
look like post-Covid?”
These are the conversations I want to be a part of: leaning into and focusing on our mission and ministry and continuing to find 
ways to be sustainable and, more importantly, thrive.
I realize, though, that we often hold things in tension in our lives. One thing we hold in tension right now is the call to move 
forward, to restart, and to focus on mission in our local churches. And, at the same time, to have necessary conversations and 
provide necessary information around denominational matters. 
With this in mind I am setting aside three weeks in September to be in our districts among the laity and clergy of South 
Georgia. You will see the schedule below. The District Superintendents have been a huge help in planning these times in the 
districts so we can be with as many people as possible. 
In these three weeks I want to accomplish two things: to resource around ways we can “restart” our focus on mission and to 
share relevant information that will help your church be equipped and informed about the South Georgia Conference.  
I look forward to visiting, talking with, and listening to clergy and laity from each district as we seek to refocus on our 
mission. I hope you will make plans now to be a part of a gathering near you. Please contact your district office with questions.

In Christ, Bishop David Graves

Joint Central/Northwest District Gathering with Bishop Graves Sunday, Sept. 11, 4–6 pm, Perry UMC
Northwest District Clergy Gathering, Monday,  Sept. 12, Noon–2:30 pm, St. Paul UMC

Join Bishop David Graves this September as he travels across the South Georgia Conference to meet with clergy and laity in 
various settings. The purpose of these gatherings is to provide necessary and accurate information around current 
denominational matters. While the three Sunday regional gatherings are geared toward laity, all are welcome to attend. Clergy 
will have an opportunity to meet with the bishop while he is in each district for clergy specific meetings.
“I look forward to visiting, talking with, and listening to clergy and laity from each district as we seek to bring clarity around 
where we are as a denomination and a conference,” said Bishop Graves. “I hope you will make plans now to be a part of a
gathering near you.” 

Reservation: Monday, September 12, at 12 noon, Bishop Graves will meet with the clergy of the Northwest District 
at St. Paul UMC in Columbus. A light lunch will be provided. Please contact Gail Grantham in the District Office to 
make your reservation for the Monday clergy meeting. gailgrantham@aol.com, (706)561-4541.



Special Called South Georgia Annual Conference Session On August 20, 2022 
Conference Votes On Church Disaffiliations

 Adjusted 2023 Budget
 During a special called South Georgia Annual Conference session on August 20, 
2022, clergy and lay members voted on matters related to disaffiliation, including 
ratifying the disaffiliation of 62 congregations and approving an adjusted budget for the 
2023 calendar year. 
 Bishop David Graves, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference, 
opened the 157th session of the South Georgia Annual Conference with a centering 
moment from Colossians 3. 
 Reading from Colossians 3:12-15, Bishop Graves encouraged members to keep 
this as their prayer as each church and person moves forward in the direction God is 
leading and calling them. 
 “May we clothe ourselves with a sense of humility and thankfulness and 
remember that we are united in one body in the love of Christ; we are Easter people,” 
Bishop Graves said. “As we move through this time there is a lot of emotion and 
wonderment, but let us rest assured that God is on the throne. The Holy Spirit is 
powerful and moving amongst us.” 
 Prior to moving into the business of the day, clergy and laity recited together the 
Apostles Creed.  

 In the first item of business, the South Georgia Conference voted to ratify the decision of 62 local churches to 
disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church.  
 Provisions passed at the called 2019 Special Session of the General Conference outlined in paragraph 2553 in The 
Book of Discipline and two policies passed during the 2019 South Georgia Annual Conference session – a Disaffiliation 
Policy and a Pension Liabilities Proposal – laid the groundwork for the following churches to disaffiliate.  
 From the Coastal District: Bethesda, Folkston, Gateway Community, Kingsland, Mt. Olivet, Odum, Screven, The          
 Chapel. 
 From the North Central District: Andrew, Bonaire, Dexter, Dudley, Forest Hills, Haddock, Harvest, Sunshine. 
 From the Northeast District: Adrian, Alston, Charlotte, Ellis Chapel, Glennville, Grace, Harmony, Hopewell, Kea’s,                 
 Nevils, Oak Grove, Poplar Springs, Sardis, Shiloh, Smyrna, Springhill, Union, Uvalda, Vidalia First. 
 From the Northwest District: Bethel, Dixon, Roberta, Shellman, Trinity, Union. 
 From the South Central District: Adel, Alapaha, Beulah, Brookfield, Enigma, Lone Hill, Pearson, Sparks, St. John’s,   
 Willacoochee. 
 From the Southwest District: Calvary, Centennial, Christ, Doerun, Ebenezer, Hatley, Metcalfe, Mt Zion    
 (Campground), Peavy, Weeks Chapel, Whigham. 
 After the conference approved the disaffiliation of these churches, Bishop Graves offered a prayer of thanksgiving 
for each church and its ministry. 
 It read, in part, “We have shared with each other good times and bad, we have shared each other’s joys and sorrows, 
we have lightened each other’s heavy loads. Together we have laughed and cried, together we have worshiped and praised 
God, together we have lived.”   
 Per the policies adopted, once each congregation pays their pension liabilities, two years of apportionments, and any 
legal fees involved, they will be released from the trust clause and will own their property. 
 In the second item of business, conference members approved three adjustments to the 2023 budget that was 
approved in June: a reduction to the Congregational Development budgeted line item, a reduction to the Comprehensive 
Protection Plan budgeted line item, and a reduction to the contingency line item. These proposed reductions total $223,847, 
which will ensure that remaining churches do not have increased apportionments resulting from local church disaffiliations. 
The new 2023 budget is $7,713,021.  
 During his report, Rev. Robert Beckum, budget committee chair for the conference’s Council on Finance and 
Administration (CFA), thanked churches for their support and also acknowledged additional challenges in setting the 2024 
budget at next year’s Annual Conference session.  
 “We thank our Bishop for his leadership as we gather a larger conversation about our mission and priorities before 
we set a new budget for 2024,” Rev. Beckum said. “Together we believe we can meet the challenge and serve our Lord 
fruitfully in the years to come.” 
 In his closing remarks, Bishop Graves invited people to join him in district meetings in September.  
 “I want to answer questions but also share hopes and dreams for the future,” Bishop Graves said. “In the midst of all 
of this, I hope you will join me in being excited about ministry and winning people to Christ and changing our corner of the 
world. You are doing it every day in spite of all the obstacles.  
 `“I have great hope for the future. Let’s focus and continue to work together,” he said. 
 Minutes of the special called session will be included in the 2022 South Georgia Annual Conference Journal, which 
will be available later this fall. An updated 2022-2023 Appointment Book can be found here. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2022+Appointment+Book.pdf


 

FROM THE BISHOP
DAVID GRAVES
 

Navigating this Next Season Together
 

At the conclusion of the Called Annual Conference Session on August 20 I recorded a video I want to now share 
with you. I hope you will hear my heart and hear my commitment to churches committed to remaining at the table 
and navigating this next season together.Watch the video  
Despite all that is going on around us, I am excited about our focus on mission and ministry and the great work 
we will be doing in connection with one another as we move forward. One of the things I am most excited about 
is the formation of the Bishop’s Diversity, Inclusion, and Vitality Task Force. You can read more about this 
Task Force here. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Trustees Offer Helpful Videos 

In a series of videos, Dr. Jimmy Asbell, senior pastor of Vineville UMC in Macon and chair of the Conference 
Trustees, and Mrs. Cater Thompson, Conference Chancellor, provide several updates in response to what happens 
when South Georgia's current disaffiliation expires on December 31, 2023. Watch videos 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Open For Fall Children's 
and Youth Retreats

Registration is now open for Kidzquest click here the Conference's annual fall children’s retreat for students in 
third through sixth grades, and Encounter click here the Conference's annual youth retreat for students in sixth 
through twelfth grades.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Districts Cares and Concerns 
Please keep in your prayers the family of Marianne Patton, mother of Rev. Steve Patton (Northwest District 
Superintendent), who passed away on August 31 at Abbey Hospice in Social Circle, Ga. A graveside service was  
held September 3rd at 11:00 am in the Rest Haven Cemetery, Monroe Ga. Click here to read the obituary. 
Please keep in your prayers the family of Robert Anderson (NWD-Lay Leader), who passed away September 1. 
Funeral will be Saturday, September 10, at 10:00 a.m. at Christ Community Church, 4078 Milgen Road, 
Columbus, GA 

http://www.meadowsfuneralhomeinc.com/serviceInfo?id=2408
http://www.meadowsfuneralhomeinc.com/serviceInfo?id=2408
https://vimeo.com/743818509
https://www.sgaumc.org/advbishopdetail/navigating-this-next-season-together-16735333
https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliations-after-2023
https://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
https://www.sgaumc.org/encounter


 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dooly Camp Meeting
Sunday, September 25, 2022

Dooly Campground Tabernacle

PREACHING
11:00 a.m. Rev. Tony Crosby, Sr. Pastor, Vienna and Shiloh UMC

  6:00 p.m. Rev. Larry Rollins, Sr. Pastor, Cordele, UMC
MUSIC:  Rev. Tony Crosby

Join Bishop Graves for Clergy Time Apart with Tod Bollinger
Bishop Graves invites all Alabama-West Florida and South Georgia clergy to join him for a Clergy Time 
Apart with Tod Bolsinger, the Vice-President for Vocation and Formation and Assistant Professor of 
Practical Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and author of "Canoeing the Mountains" and 
"Tempered Resilience."  
The time apart is set for Tuesday, September 15 from 10 a.m. until noon EST via Zoom. This event is 
co-hosted by the South Georgia Conference Office of Connectional Ministries and the Alabama-West 
Florida Conference Office of Connectional Ministries.



 

Dear Clergy and laity of the Northwest District, 
  
The Northwest District Cluster Charge Conference schedule for 2022 is listed below: 
  

 2022 CLUSTER CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
                          Clusters 3 & 7 > October 2, 6:00 p.m., Upatoi UMC  
                          Clusters 1 & 8 > October 9, 6:00 p.m., St. Mary’s Road UMC 
                          Clusters 5 & 6 > October 16, 5:00 p.m., Americus 1st UMC 
                          Clusters 2 & 4 > October 23, 5:00 p.m.  Montezuma UMC 

I am looking forward to being with you for your Charge Conference. 

 Pastors, please refer to the e-mail you received with detailed instructions. 

Thank you for giving attention to these important matters. I am grateful for you and the impact you are having for Jesus and 
His Church!                                                                      

 Gratefully Yours, 

Steve 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
             Georgia United Methodist Foundation News 

               For more information:  GUMF, 770-4496726,  877-220-5663
___________________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

___________________________________________________________________________________
     

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street, Suite 816
Columbus, GA 31901  

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 am.-2:00 pm
_______________________________________________________ 

Steve Patton
District Superintendent

mailto:steve@sgaumc.com







