
FROM BISHOP GRAVES
I am thankful for you! 

These are not easy days in our beloved church, and, yet, I find myself thanking God every day for the people He 
has called me to shepherd and lead. There are wonderful people who make up the South Georgia Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. Nancy and I continually remark to one another that there is just such a sweet, 
sweet spirit here in South Georgia. 

I am thankful for our South Georgia churches who are focusing on the mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 

I am thankful for our clergy and laity who are not getting distracted by votes, divisive conversations, and 
misinformation. 

 I am thankful for churches who value our connection with one another and are choosing to stay at the table so 
we can move forward in ministry together.  

Just last week, someone shared with me a sermon by Rev. Dr. Jimmy Asbell, one of our own South Georgia 
clergy. In it, he talks about how some of these denominational conversations can be a distraction to our mission, 
and I couldn't agree with him more. He also reminds us of the wonderful strength of our connection right here in 
the South Georgia Conference. 

I am excited about our church planting and revitalization initiative. Each day I am told of something new 
springing up here in South Georgia. The Holy Spirit is surely moving among us. God has opened up new 
windows of opportunity to plant and revitalize churches. With a renewed sense of commitment, I believe God is 
calling the South Georgia Conference to a new and abundant life.  

I want to remind you of the resources we have on our website: “Why I Love Being a United Methodist,” FAQs, 
videos, and more. In addition, we have a newly created “Moving Forward in Mission” page that helps guide 
church members affected by disaffiliation in whatever direction God is calling them. 

I want you to know my commitment is focusing on the people and churches of the great South Georgia 
Conference and moving forward in this next season of ministry together. God is at work in mighty ways, and I 
look forward to how we, together as the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church, can 
change our corner of the world. 

In Christ, 

Bishop David Graves 
 

March 2023 Newsletter
Bishop David Graves

Resident Bishop
Rev. Steve Patton

District Superintendent



The 2023 Appointment-making Timeline
A Word from Bishop Graves 
 
Colleagues and friends,  
 
Currently the Cabinet, pastors, staff-parish relations committees, and churches are working on the upcoming appointment 
year which runs July 2023 to June 2024. I have found that Cabinet transparency is vital in building trust. To inform you of 
our process, but most importantly to ask for your prayers, I want to share the following. 
 
The Cabinet, consisting of the six district superintendents, Dr. Jay Harris, and myself, will be working to make 
appointments between now and Annual Conference, scheduled for June 4-6 in Tifton, Ga.  
 
There are many factors that go into this process: retirements, appointments open due to the death of a pastor, pastors 
leaving our annual conference, local church needs and concerns, pastors’ needs and concerns, and family considerations, 
to name a few. The combination of these circumstances leads to many emotions. Our United Methodist appointment 
process is like no other mainline denomination. 
 
What I have come to learn and have experienced is that the Holy Spirit is in this process. As unusual as it may seem, I 
have been so blessed by my appointment-making time both as a district superintendent and as a bishop. It is sacred work, 
and the South Georgia Conference has a Godly Cabinet that makes our work deep and rich. Please pray for us! 
 
To help guide your time of prayer, let me share how we will complete our work: 
 
February 9-10: The Cabinet begins to make some appointment projections even though they may not be communicated 
out of the Cabinet immediately. For the past several years, we have used a helpful online appointment system/tool that has 
streamlined the process. As consultations take place, the district superintendent marks each pastor as “remain,” “must 
move,” “should move,” “could move,” or “retiring.” Approximately 75-80% of pastors will be marked “remain.”  
 
February 23-24: Appointment making continues. 
 
March 8-10: The Cabinet projects most of the appointments during these days. 
  
Clergy and SPR Committees will begin to be informed of the appointments affecting them when it is appropriate. At the 
same time, they will be notified when they can share the information with the congregation. Once the congregation has 
been informed, the information can be shared with others. Please note: Because changes sometimes occur after the 
projection of an appointment, the only public release of the appointments will be at the conclusion of the 2023 Annual 
Conference Session. 
 
March 28-29: The Cabinet meets to review all projected appointments and make any necessary adjustments. 
 
March 29 - June 4: The Cabinet continues to work at filling part-time appointments and other situations that might arise as 
pastoral introductions are made. 
 
TBA: All pastors who are moving or beginning a new appointment are required to attend a Moving Pastors Workshop, the 
details of which will be released soon. This workshop provides helpful information so all may have a successful start. 
Pastors receiving a new appointment will be contacted by the superintendent of the district they will be serving with 
additional details, including the location. 
 
From June to September, churches receiving a new pastor will be invited to participate in a process called on-boarding to 
help the new pastor move into his/her new appointment. More information will be forthcoming.  
 
As you see, the appointment process is the most important work we do as a Cabinet, and one that I want to live into God’s 
will. I feel it is important to be transparent to all our clergy and congregations. Please be mindful that as the bishop for 
both the Alabama-West Florida and South Georgia Conferences, I have two cabinets and two appointment processes to 
complete during the next three months. 
 
I need and appreciate your prayers. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Bishop David Graves 

https://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 

2023 Prayer Emphasis: 
March Prayer Guide Now Available
Throughout the year, four book studies centered on prayer and 

hosted by Connectional Ministries, will expand our minds, 
challenge our hearts and encourage our prayer walks. See below for a 

synopsis and links to register for these fruit-filled conversations. 
  
“While we might have a lot going on around us, this intentional focus on prayer gives 
us the opportunity to lean into the leading of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit guides our 
way forward in the coming year,” said Kelly Roberson, Director of Conference 
Ministries/Communications. “God is calling us to share the love of Jesus Christ and 
make disciples that transform the world. What better way to sharpen our focus than 
coming together in prayer.”  
  

We hope you will sign up and join us for one of these book studies! 

March’s prayer guide, written by Revs. Josh Gale, Jon Brown, Sara Pugh 
Montgomery, and Teresa Edwards, is now available at www.sgaumc.org/year-of-
prayer. A bulletin insert is also available for local churches to use. 
 
In addition to the prayer guides, four book studies centered on prayer and hosted by 
Connectional Ministries, will expand our minds, challenge our hearts and encourage 
our prayer walks. Click here for a synopsis and links to register for these fruit-
filled conversations.  
  
Book One: “Prayer Changes Us” by Ted Goshorn, pastor of Mulberry Street UMC 
Book talk hosted by the author, Ted Goshorn, on Monday, Feb 27, noon-1pm 
  
Book Two: “Praying with Our Feet” by Lindsey Krinks  
Book talk hosted by Abra Lattany-Reed on Monday, May 22, noon-1pm 
  
Book Three: “From Burned Out to Beloved” by Bethany Dearborn Hiser 
Book talk hosted by Grace Guyton on Monday, Aug. 21, noon-1pm 
  
Book Four: “Dynamite Prayer” by Rosario Picardo and Sue Nilson Kibbey 
Book talk hosted by the author, Rosario Picardo, on Monday, Nov. 27, noon-1pm 

https://www.sgaumc.org/year-of-prayer
https://www.sgaumc.org/prayer-book-studies
https://www.sgaumc.org/year-of-prayer
https://www.sgaumc.org/prayer-book-studies


The South Georgia Annual Conference, May 21, 2023
Bishop David Graves, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Annual 

Conference, in accordance with ¶603.5 of the 2016 United Methodist Book of 
Discipline, calls for a special session of the annual conference on Sunday, May 21, 
2023. The meeting will begin at 4 pm using the Zoom Webinar platform in 
conjunction with an online voting system.

The sole purpose of the special called session of the Annual Conference* is to complete the process of ratifying the 
current requests for disaffiliation of local churches who have met the requirements outlined in ¶2553 of the Book of 
Discipline and who have met the published South Georgia Conference deadlines.

The special session will consider only matters pertaining to this call; no other business can be considered.

The voting membership of the special session will consist of the clergy members of the annual conference as defined in 
¶32 of the Book of Discipline and the lay members of the June 2022 Annual Conference (lay member or alternate, 
whoever was last seated in the June annual conference) in accordance with the Book of Discipline ¶602.5**.

Specific delegate instructions and information will be distributed by the Conference Secretary in the Spring.

According to the current South Georgia Conference disaffiliation policy, the deadline for a church to hold a vote if it 
wishes to disaffiliate at the Annual Conference Session is April 1 of the same year. The Bishop’s announcement of a called 
session does not change this timeline.

Key dates and deadlines regarding disaffiliation are posted on the South Georgia Conference website at www.sgaumc.org/
disaffiliation-timeline.
___________________________________________________________________

2023 Annual Conference June 4, 2023, through June 6, 2023
Bishop David Graves announces that the 2023 Annual Conference session will be held Sunday, June 
4, 2023, through Tuesday, June 6, 2023. The conference theme will be: When They Prayed, based 
on Act 4:31.

“While it seems so obvious that prayer is the center of our work, sometimes we need to make 
intentional efforts,” said Bishop Graves. “It is easy to get sidetracked by the business and agenda items of 

our meetings. We add more to our plates; we find ourselves in a cycle of busy-ness; and we stay in problem-solving mode. 
All of this distracts us from listening for God’s voice and seeking His will for our churches and lives. This collective effort 
will allow space for the Holy Spirit to guide us and our work.”

The newly amended dates of Sunday through Tuesday are a reduction in one day from the dates originally announced at 
the conclusion of the previous conference session. The shorter conference length provides cost savings for both local 
churches and the annual conference. 

“We continue to seek ways to be better stewards of our resources, and this is just one way in which that is possible,” said 
Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secretary.

The 2023 Annual Conference session, which will be held at the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Ga., 
will begin on Sunday evening, June 4 with an opening worship service. It will conclude on the afternoon of Tuesday, June 
6, after the fixing of appointments and sending forth service.



 

South Georgia Conference Announces 
District Leadership Restructuring Plan, 
Proposed Budget Reductions
The South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church 
will be undergoing budget reductions to appropriately plan for 
financial implications as a result of local church disaffiliations. 
Based upon recent trends and detailed predictions, the annual 
conference is seeking to decrease its 2024 operating budget in 
order to maximize its sustainability and viability as an annual 
conference.  
  
In the Fall, the South Georgia Conference’s Council on Finance and 
Administration (CFA) asked Bishop David Graves and the Leadership Forum, a representative group of conference 
leaders, to make budget reduction recommendations totaling $1.6 million for the 2024 budget.  
  
The Leadership Forum met in October to provide initial direction and feedback to a smaller subgroup of the Forum. 
This smaller group met in November, December, and January. They did budget analysis and had conversations with 
stakeholder groups throughout the conference. They presented their findings to the full Leadership Forum in January, 
who then voted to present recommendations to CFA at its Spring meetings in March.  
  
The first step in budget reductions is a proposal to restructure district leadership. While the six districts will remain 
in place, there will be three regions with two districts in each region. One District Superintendent will oversee one 
region. The cost saving in reducing 3 district superintendent positions is approximately $600,000. The six physical 
district offices will be eliminated as well as the district administrative assistant positions. 
  
“This is the most difficult part of ministry leadership,” said Bishop David Graves. “We value people and talent, but 
we must prioritize what is needed in the conference and districts to achieve our goals. While it is painful to eliminate 
any positions, we must appropriately plan for the future of the conference.  
  
“We celebrate faithful missional giving during these challenging times and acknowledge the many churches who 
have continued their commitment to the conference. A comprehensive district plan will ultimately allow more 
funding to remain in the local churches,” said Bishop Graves. 
  
Each region will have a District Superintendent, and there will be a ministry and administrative team supporting the 
work of each district. The District Superintendents, the pairings of districts, and the structural plans for the support 
team will be announced in the coming weeks. 
  
The restructuring of district leadership will take effect July 1, 2023.  
  
Along with the savings from district leadership reduction, the Leadership Forum is proposing 2024 budget cuts to the 
following areas: Administrative Services Director position (sharing costs with Alabama-West Florida), Connectional 
Ministries, Hispanic Ministries, Higher Education and Ministry, Board of Ministry, Contingency Fund, 
Comprehensive Protection Plan, and the Annual Conference session. 
  
“I want to express my appreciation to Bishop Graves and to the Leadership Forum for the work they did and the 
information they have provided CFA to help us make the best decisions for our Annual Conference,” said the Rev. 
Dr. Shane Green, CFA chairman. “We will use their recommendations as the basis of our work in March as we 
prepare the 2024 budget.”  
  
Once approved by CFA at their April meeting a detailed budget will be presented to the conference to be voted on at 
the 2023 Annual Conference session. CFA will release the full budget recommendations following their March 24 
meeting. 



Summer Camps
Summer Camp: Registration opens up January 1st 
for Camp Connect - the South Georgia Conference 
Camping Ministry at Epworth By The Sea. These week 
long residential camps are offered for elementary, 
middle and high school students in June and July. 

Camp Connect Leadership Team: Now hiring college students for summer staff at Camp Connect! Do you know of 
a college student who loves Jesus and desires a summer of ministry in a beautiful location? As a camp counselor, college 
students will be able to minister to hundreds of youth and children throughout the summer, while making Christian 
friendships with other staff that last a lifetime. As a paid position, the Leadership Team will commit to nine weeks of 
service which will include serving at high school, middle school, and elementary camps, as well as closing the summer 
serving at a camp for foster children. 

2023 Clergy Ethics Training Scheduled for March and April
Every three years, according to the South Georgia Conference Sexual Ethics policy, persons serving under 
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers) are required to 
attend a Sexual Ethics Workshop. Under the guidance of the Office of Ministerial Services, the South Georgia 
Conference will offer Clergy Ethics trainings in March and April 2023.    Trainings were postponed in 2022 
while conference leadership worked on a new training model. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop-Pittman Park UMC 
When:  Thursday, March 16, 2023 at 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM Eastern Standard Time 

Sexual Ethics Workshop-Tifton First UMC 
When: Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM Eastern Standard Time 

Sexual Ethics Workshop-The Methodist Home, Macon 
When:  Thursday, April 20, 2023 at 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM Eastern Standard Time 

Registration is now open. Please register for the workshop you would like to attend by clicking on one of the links below. 
  Register for the March 16 Workshop  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopMarch16 

Register for the April 11 Workshop  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril11 
Register for the April 20 Workshop https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril20  

 Cost for the training is $50, which includes Continuing Education Units. The increased cost takes into account 
the expansion of the number of presenters and the inclusion of both an online portion and an in-person portion 

with a meal. In addition, the training will now cover the conference requirements for the next four years.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reset Cohort A Day in the District - Northwest
When:  Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM Eastern Standard Time

Where:   Americus FUMC
200 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709

Contact:  Anne Bosarge
E-mail:  abosarge@sgaumc.com

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopMarch16
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril11
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril20


 

_______________________________________________________________

SMITHVILLE  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH REVIVAL 
 APRIL 16, 17, 18, AT 6:00 PM  

Preacher: SUNDAY NIGHT GUY MATHIS  
Preacher:  MONDAY NIGHT DR JOHN BECK  

Preacher:  TUESDAY NIGHT DENNIS STALVEY 



Giving Childhood A Chance
A big part of my new role at The Methodist Home is telling the story of our ministry---which I love to do!  One of the ways 
we do that for our Columbus campus is through our annual “Giving Childhood A Chance” luncheon, scheduled this year 
for Tuesday, March 21, at noon at the St. Luke Ministry Center.  All proceeds go to Carpenter’s Way Ranch, which Glenn 
Davis originally established as a home for boys back in the early 1990s, and The Methodist Home acquired the facility in 
2007.  We’ve been hosting this fundraiser luncheon for many years and have featured some very well-known speakers.  
This year we’re featuring Darryl Strawberry, whom everyone knows as a legendary baseball player, but fewer know that 
he has quite a redemption story to tell.  (Unfortunately I learned recently that he was the speaker for last week’s WC 
Bradley Prayer Breakfast!  Yikes!  I hope that won’t hurt our attendance in March!)  Anyway, I heard Darryl at our 
Macon campus event last October, and he did a remarkable job not only sharing his story of transformation and healing, 
but also highlighting the ministry of The Methodist Home. 

 We are seeking corporate and individual sponsors for the luncheon (see attached), but we are also offering 
churches and individuals the opportunity to purchase a whole table for $600 (8 seats), though that does not include any of 
the sponsorship/advertising “benefits.”  However, purchasing a whole table (as opposed to 8 individual seats) guarantees 
that all 8 friends or fellow church members or whomever will be seated together.  We’re grateful for the generosity of 
churches and individuals who are purchasing a table and inviting their church members/friends to join them. 

 --- a story I believe is SO worth telling!  Our children and teenagers come to us with deep wounds from their past, 
and we have the privilege of helping them find healing and hope in the name of Christ.  Our kids are precious in God’s 
sight and ours, and I truly feel privileged to be a part of their “village.”    

                Lynn Meadows White  
        Vice President for Church Relations, The Methodist Home 

Blessing Our Children at The Methodist Home 
Want to bless our children of The Methodist Home at Carpenter’s Way Ranch in 
Columbus?  Please help us spread the word about our annual fundraising 
luncheon called “Giving Childhood A Chance” --- held this year on Tuesday, 
March 21, at 12:00 noon at the St. Luke Ministry Center.  Our featured 
speaker is Darryl Strawberry, legendary baseball player with a powerful 
redemption story to tell.  Come be inspired by Darryl’s message of hope and 
healing, and hear how God is offering hope and healing to the boys at 
Carpenter’s Way Ranch.  

Individual tickets are $60 each, or an entire table can be purchased for 
$600*, which ensures all 8 guests will be seated together.  A church can 
fund a $600 table in one of two ways:1. Purchase the table completely with 
church funds and invite church members/guests to claim those seats with no 
payment expected.
2.  Purchase the table initially with church funds, advertise the luncheon to the 
congregation, and ask luncheon attendees to pay the individual ticket price of 
$60.  If the table is filled, the church ultimately contributes only $120 total, and 
your church members enjoy being seated together at the same table.
Either option is a great way for a church to bless the ministry of Carpenter’s Way 

Ranch not only financially, but also by enabling people to hear the story of The Methodist Home.  Questions? Ready to 
purchase a ticket or a table? Please contact Rev. Lynn Meadows-White at 706-464-6231 or 
lynn.meadowswhite@themethodisthome.org. 
*Whole tables can be purchased through sponsorships as well, which offer advertising and other benefits for your church.  
Contact Lynn for more info. 

https://dl-mail.aolmail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-i8deJ6BRGq7cYGT0U6AGhQzg1gTzu9HWF9Qut2xgQR_Wm3xcAatAHXGf3wRCNLHSC2q565EQb9Q_CLSwgSefAw/messages/@.id==AP4NxCdWGs-eY9maqApI0AzdL90/content/parts/@.id==3/raw?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1ce0-450005015000&token=PtSPun0mquswe50s6ynwcM936UXJ1ATNdpVmq6FAPxiDpdc1QLRCvf-ZhFM6h6TV8Yx9ruKrrktpBXNqizvDTdabfFwBq0AdcZ_fBEI0sdILarnrkRBv1D8ItLCBJ58D&error=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.aol.com%2Fd%2Fiframemsg%3Fid%3Ddownload-6037660729
mailto:lynn.meadowswhite@themethodisthome.org


  Eagles Fish Fry
  Thursday – April 13
       McRae UMC
 The South Georgia Conference 

Eagles After-Easter Fish Fry is set for April 13, 2023, at 12:00 noon at 
McRae UMC in McRae, Ga. All retired pastors and spouses are invited   

 to attend.  The McRae United Methodist Men will cook fish, grits, fries,   
                           hush puppies, and provide the tea. Attendees are asked to bring salads, 
vegetables, and desserts. To RSVP or if you have any questions, please email me Rev. David Tart, Eagles 
President, at revdtart@bellsouth.net. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Men's Spiritual Life Retreat
Georgia Conference UMM

April 21-22, 2023
Epworth By The Sea on St Simons Island

Download the brochure for more information 
A Men's Spiritual Life Retreat is set for April 21-22, 2023, at Epworth By The Sea on St Simons Island. This in-
person event is sponsored by the United Methodist Men of South Georgia and is open to all Christian men of 
South Georgia to attend. 

The retreat will be a time of spiritual renewal through: 
* Solid biblical teaching by Rev Tommy Mason.  

* Dynamic and uplifting music led by the Goshen Travelers Band. 
* Shared fresh testimonies of God's Grace. 

* Worship, Prayer & Fellowship. 
* A brief annual business session of the South Georgia United Methodist Men. 

** Wives are invited to accompany their husbands to attend or explore the island. 
Please see the brochure for details to register.  Room reservations can be made directly on Epworth's website,  

epworthbythesea.org. Walk-ins are welcome for those men living nearby who do not require overnight lodging. 

Donate to Earthquake Relief
Help for earthquake survivors in Turkey and Syria 

Tents, heaters, blankets, warm clothes, ready-to-eat meals and 
first-aid kits soon will be headed to earthquake survivors in 
Turkey and northwest Syria through a grant from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. The $10,000 solidarity grant 
will be handled by International Blue Crescent, a longstanding 
humanitarian partner of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries. According to The Associated Press, the quake death 
toll soared above 7,200 [47,000] and still was expected to rise. 

Donate Now: 
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2023+UMM+retreat+brochure.pdf


 

 

Adventurous Adult Retreat: 
Living Life to the Fullest 

May 15-18, 2023 
St. Simons Island, GA 

Explore the Golden Isles  
during your afternoon free time! 

 
Optional Activities for Additional Fee: 

• Golf Demo with Scott Turner is free:   
$45.00 per person for optional 9 holes  

at Jekyll Island is optional  
(PGA Professional since 2002, The Citadel Class of 1998) 

 
• Painting Workshop with Ute Sportcheutz:   

$30.00 per person 
(https://www.utesart.com/about) 

 
Additional activities to explore on your own: 

• Tour the island at your leisure 
• Walk on the beach  • Bike Riding 

• Shopping in the St. Simons Pier Village 
• St. Simons Lighthouse  • Fort Frederica   

• Cooking Exhibition with Aramark 
• Learn how to train your dog to do therapy dog visits in 
your community and the benefits therapy dogs provide.  

• Georgia Sea Turtle Center on Jekyll Island 
• Rest and Relax in your room  

• Walk the beautiful campus of Epworth by the Sea

Guest Speaker:  
Rev. Keith Elder 
Singer, songwriter, retreat 
leader, Keith has spoken 
and performed for thirty-
plus years in a wide vari-
ety of church, conference, 
and community settings.  

Entertainment and 
Workshop Leader: 
Andy Offutt Irwin  
One of the most sought after 
performing storytellers in the  
United States. 

Workshops: 
• Adults in Motion Exercise with 
Kathy Griffin 
• Writing Your Legacy with Keith 
Elder 
• Pin the Tail on the Narrative:  
Storytelling with Andy Irwin

Register today:  www.EpworthByTheSea.org/events

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
Magnolia Manor, UM Connectional Federal Credit Union, Synovus and Epworth By The Sea



2023 Clergy Spouses Retreat 
“Let’s Be Real: Being Authentic as Clergy Spouses” 

March 17-19, 2023 

Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island 
Download the brochure | Register Now 

Dear Clergy Spouse, 

It’s time to register for the 2023 Clergy Spouses 
Retreat! We are looking forward to spending time 
together, worshipping, learning, sharing, and having 
fun. I always enjoy getting together with friends that I 
don’t see 

often, catching up, and resting in His peace for a little while. I hope you’ll join us this year and reap the 
benefits of some time away at beautiful Epworth by the Sea. 

Our theme this year is “Let’s Be Real: Being Authentic as Clergy Spouses.” I think time to discuss how 
to be ourselves while shining the Light of Jesus will be of great value to all of us! 

Rev. Laurel Griffith, Associate Pastor at Albany First UMC, will be our speaker. She is so excited to join 
us for retreat! 

Click here to download the brochure. You can use the form on the brochure to register or register online 
at sgaumc.org/clergyspouses. 

The deadline to register is February 18. You must also make a reservation for your room at EBTS by 
February 17. You can send in the form on the brochure or go to epworthbythesea.org, click on the blue 
Reservations tab, scroll down to find the Clergy Spouses Retreat and register there. 

We will have a painting class offered by Ute Kleeman-Sportscheutz during free time on Saturday. The 
cost is $30 and must be paid in advance. Send it in with your registration fee. If you register online, you 
can pay online as well. 

Lynn Walker will also be offering facials, and there are activities at Epworth or in the Village to enjoy, 
too. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 706-326-4862.  

Join us for this year’s retreat! See you there! 

Cindy Rollins, 2023 Retreat Chair 

Clergy Spouses: Connect with Us 

   Join us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/sgaumcclergyspouses/ 

    For more information and to be a part of this great group contact Vickie Rushing, Publicity Chair, at 
Vickie3@ymail.com or (912) 618-8123 and Michelle Reaves. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/CSR23+Brochure.pdf
https://fs21.formsite.com/Epworthssi/hgpjop7yhs/index.html
https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/CSR23+Brochure.pdf
https://fs21.formsite.com/Epworthssi/hgpjop7yhs/index.html


 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
   Georgia United Methodist Foundation News 

                 For more information:  GUMF, 770-449-6726,  877-220-5663

__________________________________________________________________________________

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

___________________________________________________________________________________
     

 The Northwest District
  Steve Patton 

District Superintendent
steve@sgaumc.com 

706-561-4541
233 - 12th Street, Suite 816

Columbus, GA 31901  
    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 am.-2:00 pm

 

______________________________

mailto:steve@sgaumc.com

